Bethlehem Authority Police Report
Sep 2023

Eric Yeakel

Williams Pipeline construction is ending in the Long Pond area. August
had several delays due to equipment breakdowns while drilling under the
Tunkhannock Water Transmission Line. The area was then excavated
exposing the transmission line allowing easier placement of the gas line
sections.

Construction debris consisting of concrete, brick and stone was dumped
along Hypsie Gap Rd. in the Long Pond area. The debris was found to be
mostly on PA State Game Lands that border our property. This Officer
observed the debris and informed the PA Game Commission who had the
debris removed and are investigating to find the dumper.

The July NASCAR race weekend at Pocono Raceway did not cause any
issues for the Authority. The Racetracks Night Lights lantern festival
scheduled September 9 & 10 was postponed due to weather. The festival
will now be held September 16 & 17.



Hunters are becoming a more common sight lately. Most are scouting
areas where to find game while a few are placing tree stands in
preparation for the September 30" opening day of archery season.

Labor Day traffic at Beltzville State Park was not near the volume of
Independence Day or Memorial Day. Over flow traffic from the park did
not cause any issues this summer.

A gusty storm knocked a large oak tree down onto the newly installed
security fence at the Wild Creek Facility. The tree damaged one section
of fence along the utility gate driveway. The fence remained intact only
receiving cosmetic damage.
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ATV traffic on the property remains low. Cameras detected 2 different
ATV’s each on a separate day the past month. Information to identify a
violator could not be obtained by the camera.

A meeting was held at the Wild Creek Office with members of The
Nature Conservancy. In attendance were Kevin Yoder (TNC Director of
Land Management), Ben Chase (TNC Conservation Forester), Rankin
Smith (Authority Forester) and this Officer. The meeting was primarily
to meet Ben Chase who recently joined TNC and show him areas of the
property. Also, a brief discussion took place about how well we
performed during last year’s FSC audit.



