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1.  Director Repasch, Authority Forester Rankin Smith and I
attended the Long Pond Barrens Fire Meeting at TNC’s Hauser Nature
Center on January 26. The meeting was for upcoming prescribed burn
projects on TNC, PA Game Commission (PGC) and Authority land. Also
in attendance were several members of the PGC whose team performs
these burns. This meeting was for bringing everyone up to speed on the
proposed schedule for burns this year. It was also a good opportunity to
talk directly with PGC personnel that we usually only speak to over the
phone.

2. On January 10th, Director Repasch and I encountered an
individual heading out to set traps-on our property. We spoke with this
individual for several minutes about his equipment and tactics. We also
came across a few trap sets while driving through the Penn Forest area.
We discussed trapping issues in general as well as the different
equipment and set type we typically find on the property.

On January 24, two Cable Restraints were discovered by this
officer attached to our reservoir fence along Hell Hollow Rd. We do not
allow traps of any kind to be fastened to our fences in any fashion. The
traps also did not have any owner information tag attached which is
required by PGC trapping regulations. The unlawful traps were removed
and confiscated. The PA Game Warden for the area was notified and
when an owner is identified citations will be issued. To date the traps
have not been claimed.

3. With the end of deer flintlock and late season archery, coyote
hunters can be found on the property. We have a large coyote population
and this helps keep that population under control. I have spoken with
several people that neighbor our property and have security cameras in
their yards. These cameras have captured images of coyotes walking
through the yards. Coyotes do hunt, but are also very opportunistic when
it comes to finding any easy food source.



4. This past month had some windy days causing several trees to
fall on the property. Our Deputies remqved a few downed trees from fire
lanes while on patrol. City Maintenance Staff also removed some larger
trees and repaired downed sections of fence.

5. Deputy Meixell, while on patrol February 3 inside Penn Forest
Reservoir Fence, found 2 PA State Police Troopers walking in the Penn
Forest Dam area. When he approached them, he was informed that they
were looking for a stolen vehicle that GPS was leading them showing to
the dam area. Deputy Meixell informed the Troopers there weren’t any
vehicles inside the fence. Deputy Meixell advised the troopers to contact
the Authority when they would need access and gave them contact
information. The troopers were then given a tour of the Penn Forest Dam
so when they need to respond to an emergency in the future, they would
have a basic understanding of the roadways.

6.  The Christmas Bird Count from the Audubon Society

information is here. The results listed below are from the Wild Creek/
Beltzville area.

Canada Goose - 93 Yellow-bellied Sapsucker - 1
Mute Swan - 2 Red-bellied Woodpecker - 3
Mallard - 146 Downy Woodpecker - 7
American Black Duck - 2 Hairy Woodpecker - 5
Bufflehead - 2 Pileated Woodpecker - 2
Hooded Merganser - 4 American Kestrel - 1
Common Merganser - 1 Blue Jay - 18

Ring-necked Pheasant - 1 American Crow - 143

Rock Pigeon - 75 Common Raven -3
Mourning Dove - 33 Black-capped Chickadee - 26
Common Loon - 2 Tufted Titmouse - 55
Northern Harrier - 1 Red-breasted Nuthatch-2
Sharp-shinned Hawk - 1 White-breasted Nuthatch -8
Cooper's Hawk - 1 Brown Creeper - 5

Bald Eagle - 7 Winter Wren - 2
Red-shouldered Hawk - 1 Carolina Wren -5

Red-tailed Hawk - 5 Golden-crowned Kinglet - 4
Great Horned Owl - 5 Ruby-crowned Kinglet - 1
Belted Kingfisher - 3 Eastern Bluebird - 17

Hermit Thrush - 7 American Tree Sparrow - 10



American Robin - 6 Fox Sparrow - 1
Northern Mockingbird - 4 Dark-eyed Junco - 1

European Starling - 33 White-throated Sparrow - 32
Cedar Waxwing - 10 Song Sparrow - 18

House Finch - 5 Swamp Sparrow - 3

Pine Siskin - 1 Northern Cardinal - 20
American Goldfinch - 24 House Sparrow - 7

Field Sparrow - 2



