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Michigan Department of Education Assessment 
Integrity Guide

Document created by 
the MDE for the 
purpose of 
communicating 
professional and 
ethical test 
administration and 
reporting practices for 
school staff and 
students.

NOWTHEN



Past

2004-
2005

2005-
2015

2015-
2016 2016-17

Originated due 
to needed 

guidance for 
school staff to 

provide specific 
detail in proper 
and ethical test 
administration 

and student 
conduct.

Document 
evolved as MDE 

learned what 
areas were 
missing or 
needing 

refinement. 

Updated to 
account for 

online testing.

Updated to 
account for 

Security Audit. 
Online training 

modules 
available. 



Professional Assessment and Accountability 
Practices for Educators

 Roles and Responsibilities
 Assessment Security
 Assessment Preparation
 Assessment Administration
 Student Unethical Practices
 Determining Irregularities and Unethical Practices
 Data Reporting Practices
 Independent Investigation and Review
 Glossary
 Handouts

2004-2005



Assessment Integrity Guide

 Original structure
 Changes Included:
 Emergency Form
 Self-Investigation
 Undue Stress
 Unethical-Prohibited Behavior/Academic Fraud
 Training Requirements
 Determining Irregularities and Unethical Practices changed to Determining 

and Resolving Administration Irregularities
 Includes addition of data forensic analyses of test results

2009



Assessment Integrity Guide

 Updated to reflect online testing
 Incorporated feedback from Caveon review and Test Security 

Audit
 Best practices in test security
 Data forensic analyses updates

 Organized around Prevention, Detection, Investigation, and 
Remediation (PDIR) with a heavy emphasis on Prevention

 Online Training Modules developed to be used to accompany 
the Assessment Integrity Guide

2016-17



Online Assessment Security Training 
Modules

MDE partnered with 
Michigan Virtual University 
to create a training course on 
Assessment Security. 

The course is made up of 
four modules that provide 
supplemental training on 
assessment administration 
security practices.

To date the 2018 course has 
had 2,700 enrollees with 
1,900 of them completing 
the course.



Present

Review

• Includes all assessments and consistent policy where able
• Included test administration teams for consistency and clarification
• Based on feedback from field

Policy 
Updates

• Qualifications for assessment coordinators and administrators
• Testing schedule requirement updates
• Based on feedback from field

Usability

• Organizational and formatting changes 
• Based on feedback from field

2018-19



2018-19 Assessment Integrity Guide



Assessment Cycle

PLANNING
PREVENTION

DEVELOPMENT
PREVENTION

ADMINISTRATION
DETECTION

INVESTIGATION
REMEDIATION

DATA ANALYSIS
DETECTION

INVESTIGATION
REMEDIATION

REPORTING
PREVENTION

Assessment security practices 
occur throughout the entire 
assessment cycle.

The majority of the emphasis 
in assessment security 
practices are focused on the 
prevention of irregularities. 
Prevention practices occur 
during planning, development, 
and reporting.

Detection, investigation, and 
remediation of assessment 
security practices occur during 
the administration and data 
analysis sections of the 
assessment cycle.



Section 1:  Prevention

Prevention

Testing Window 
and Scheduling

Testing 
Personnel Roles 

and 
Responsibilities

Student Test 
Preparation 

Practices

Test 
Administration 

Practices

Assessment 
Security 
Practices

Student 
Behavior 

Expectations



Section 1:  Prevention



Section 2:  Detection of Irregularities

Incident 
Reporting

Data 
Forensic 
Analyses

Detection

Monitoring

Gives direction and 
expectation of district 
and school reporting of 
misadministration and 
student prohibited 
behavior.

Explains MDE 
assessment monitoring 
practices.Explanation of 

forensic analyses 
used on assessment 
results.



Section 2:  Detection of Irregularities



Section 3:  Follow-Up Investigations

Detection

Independent 
Investigation

Internal 
Investigation

Explains procedure for local 
LEA/PSA conduct 
investigation into 
irregularity.

Explains MDE 
authorization of  
independent investigation 
into irregularity.

Explains MDE process of 
detection of irregularity 
and next steps to 
investigation.



Section 3:  Follow-Up Investigations



Section 4:  Remediation

Determination

Recommendation

Review/Appeal

Action



Section 4:  Remediation



Future
 Continue to remove bulk and jargon
 Enhance documentation and reference to all of the 

State’s assessments-consistent with TAMs
 Add appendix items for templates of investigation 

summary, training plans, chain of custody, testing 
schedules

 Add additional information on data forensic analyses and 
follow-up
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