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Thursday VIP Party with Filmmakers & Special Guests
EQUUS Films all weekend - L ĉ "í« µs®r 4sz{{^ykª«

Equine Art & Literary Fest å Friday - Sunday
Equine Industry Conversation Panels 

www.equusfilmfest.com
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https://mustangchampions.org/
https://horsesformentalhealth.org/
https://mda.maryland.gov/about_mda/Pages/md-horse-industry-board.aspx
https://www.gregoriophotography.com/
https://www.cglaonline.com/student-center/mustang-leadership-partners
https://www.wildhorserefuge.org/
https://www.mustangheritagefoundation.org/
https://marylandhorse.com/initiatives/maryland-horse-library/
https://themarleyproject.org/wellnessthroughmustangs
https://etalondx.com/
https://www.forhankssake.org/
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10:00 AM X Opus Vertical 1   
184 mins
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to the Murray

30 mins
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The Wild Horse Refuge is a private sanctuary that was created entirely for rescued Wild 
Mustangs that were taken from BLM Herd Management Areas (HMA) located within 
Colorado.  The Wild Horses living on this special property are now protected and have 
regained the freedom and independence they had prior to government interference. 

With more than 30,000 square miles of contiguous land to run free, their wild and free 
spirit has been restored.  With the Refuge being located just 30 miles from the Sand 
Wash Basin, the horses feel right at home as they roam freely across the vast open 
spaces of the Refuge!

There are no paddocks, stock pens, fenced pastures, or other smaller and more 
restrictive spaces in use here.  Instead of being relegated to pens or smaller pastures 
where they might have an occasional opportunity to run one or two hundred yards - or 
possibly even a few thousand feet... the wild horses living at the Refuge continue to run 
until they choose to stop. 

It is truly a beautiful sight to see when these wild horses are able to regain control of 
where they go and what they do completely on their own!

The Wild Horse Refuge is a completely new facility that was acquired in order to create 
a special home for Colorado's native Wild Horses.

Wild horses (Mustangs) are allowed to roam freely within the Refuge - which has more 
than 22,500 acres of land for the horses to roam freely.

https://www.wildhorserefuge.org/  

https://www.wildhorserefuge.org/


Guest Speaker: Scott Beckstead



Mustang Leadership Partners 
Tennessee 
Youth & Mustangs

Mustang Leadership Partners (MLP) was established in February 2009 to provide girls and young 
women with an opportunity to develop, practice, and improve relationship skills, responsibility, 
social accountability, self-awareness and self-confidenceτall of which are mirrored in the 
ƳǳǎǘŀƴƎΩǎ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊΦ tǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ƘŀƴŘǎ-on science experiences and equestrian training, the MLP 
program is grounded in the belief that horses are mirrors to our energy systems and teach us 
important life lessons. The MLP program requires a year-long commitment and dedication to 
several academic and citizenship standards.
To participate in the MLP program, CGLA students must complete an application and are 
selected based upon their commitment to the MLP standards and their current academic 
standing. The program serves up to sixteen students (eight middle school and eight high 
school).

1219 CARTER LAKE RD
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37405
https://www.cglaonline.com/student-center/mustang-leadership-partners

https://www.cglaonline.com/student-center/mustang-leadership-partners
https://www.cglaonline.com/student-center/mustang-leadership-partners
https://www.cglaonline.com/student-center/mustang-leadership-partners
https://www.cglaonline.com/student-center/mustang-leadership-partners
https://www.cglaonline.com/student-center/mustang-leadership-partners
https://www.cglaonline.com/student-center/mustang-leadership-partners
https://www.cglaonline.com/student-center/mustang-leadership-partners


About the EQUUS Film & Arts Fest | The Mustang Summit

The EQUUS Film & Arts Fest is the first event of its kind to offer a home to the storytellers of 

the horse world, with films, documentaries, videos, commercials, and shorts from around the 

world and cultural elements of fine equestrian art and literature.In 2025 EQUUS will host 20+ 

events from the Yukon to the UK!

The Mustang Summit has been added to the program as an educational platform to raise 

awareness and understanding about the American Mustangs in holding pens and available for 

adoption. A horse who has a safe and quiet start can be trainable and become a good partner. It 

is our mission to bring awareness to American Mustangs who need homes. Focusing on and 

highlighting the work taking place in the healing and equine assisted learning fields with 

Mustangs. Providing resources for all who want to learn about the Off-Range Mustang horse.

Founded in 2013 by Lisa Diersen, Director/Organizer, an equestrian, who has spent her life in 

the company of horses. Lisaôs mission is to show the world how horses can bring everyone 

together regardless of race, age, gender, abilities or disabilities. She resides in Saint Charles, 

Illinois, with her Jack Russell, Amore and her Lusitano, Urano. 

Julianne Neal, with JA Media Productions,  joined the team in 2016. As the EQUUS Film and 

Arts Fest Director of Production and Education.

Every horse has a story, itôs our mission at the  EQUUS Film & Arts Fest to share those 

stories, through film, art and literature.

The EQUUS Film Fest Channel You-Tube, streaming to all your devices.

Visit our website at:www.equusfilmfest.com and ourFaceBookpage.

www.mustangsummit.com 

PR AND/OR SPONSOR CONTACT:  

Lisa Diersen  lisa@equusfilmfestival.net   +1-630-272-3077

Additional Info: Julianne Neal    julianneneal@me.com   +1-803-351-0223

Assistant to the Director: Julie Martin 

SOCIAL MEDIA

FaceBook: https://www.facebook.com/EquusFilmFestival 

You-Tube - https://www.youtube.com/@equusfilmfestival772/featured 

https://www.youtube.com/@equusfilmfestival772/featured
https://www.youtube.com/@equusfilmfestival772/featured
https://www.youtube.com/@equusfilmfestival772/featured
http://www.equusfilmfest.com/
https://www.facebook.com/EquusFilmFestival/
http://www.mustangsummit.com/
mailto:lisa@equusfilmfestival.net
mailto:julianneneal@me.com
https://www.facebook.com/EquusFilmFestival
https://www.youtube.com/@equusfilmfestival772/featured
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Lisa Diersen 
EQUUS Film & Arts Fest | The Mustang Summit 
Founder / Director

Lisa Diersen is an equestrian; riding since she could sit in a saddle, Diersen has a great appreciation for all 

types of equestrian disciplines.  She is the Founder and Director of the EQUUS Film Festival, now in its 12th 

season. The EFF empowers storytellers to show horses' rich history and diverse tapestry in human culture 

through equestrian content, film, art, and literature. The EQUUS Film Festival is the first film festival 

oriented around equestrian-themed content from all over the world that also travels the world. Screening 

feature films, documentaries, shorts, music videos, commercials, training educational materials, art, and 

literature, covering all equestrian disciplines, creating a home for the storytellers of the horse world. 

Created for Horse Loversé by Horse Lovers!

Her mission is to show the world how horses can bring everyone together regardless of race, age, gender, 

abilities, or disabilities. Lisa is passionate about the education and enlightenment of others to the wonderful 

world of horses and everything they can do to enrich our lives.

Producer and writer credits on the DOWN Syndrome equine documentary ñA Pony And His Boy: The Story 

Of Berry & Joshò for the EQUUS Film Festival in New York City and the National DOWN Syndrome 

Congress 2019 with SPOTLIGHT Rescue Series partner and film director Julianne Neal. Working on 

additional SRS documentaries to add to the series she and Neal started in 2017. The Mustang Discovery 

Ride Project is now in production. Lisa is the Executive Director of the Mustang Discovery Foundation. 

Adding ñThe Mustang Summitò to the programming in 2022. With a focus on educating the general public 

about the American Mustang Horse and its importance in the world today.

She is a published equine author with many articles to her credit. Diersen spent the early part of her career 

with General Motors in engineering, then moving into the subdivision development and home/barn building 

market, winning an Illinois Home Builder Award, before returning to her first loveé.... working with 

horses! She spends her time, when not promoting equestrian film, having fun promoting Classical Dressage, 

Lusitano, and Mustang horses, and spending time with her faithful Jack Russell Terrier, Amore, and her 

Lusitano, Urano.

www.equusfilmfestival.net    

lisa@equusfilmfestival.net         

+1-630-272-3077

http://www.equusfilmfestival.net/
mailto:lisa@equusfilmfestival.net


Julianne Neal 
JA Media, Productions 

South Carolina 
Podcast Producer/Editor/Host Documentary Filmmaker

EQUUS Film and Arts Fest Director of Programming

CAMDEN, SC EQUUS Tour Stop Organizer

WEBSITES: www.jamediaconnections.com       www.naturesview.us   

www.amustangstory.com       https://themarleyproject.org         www.equusfilmfestivalcamden.com 

Julianne is the owner of JA Media Connections, LLC and the Producer/Director of A Mustang Story, the 
documentary/docuseries covering The Mustang Discovery Ride and other Mustang-related stories. She works in partnership 
with Bruce Anderson to provide Equine Assisted Services through Nature's View, Inc. and The Marley Project, Inc, a non-
profit 501(c)(3) with a mission of providing equine education and public service. The organization connects horses with 
individuals, educational groups, law enforcement officers and management training professionals through Anderson's Natural 
HumanshipTM work.

Julianne retired in 2022 after a 35-year career in Arts Education and K-12 Administration. A life-long horse lover, she owns 
and operates Thornfield LLC, a boarding and training facility in South Carolina. She combines her love of all things equine, 
educational experience and arts focus to bring clients and projects together through the boutique creative production company, 
JA Media Connections LLC. Julianne attended the Manhattan Film Institute in 2016 and began working with film production 
through a partnership with The Art of Storytelling (AOS), an international agency specializing in well-crafted, engaging 
stories designed to transform and inspire. Their first collaborative project, ñTHE EDGE: Bruce Anderson - Natural 
Humanship,ò is an award-winning documentary providing insight into Anderson's work.

JA Media Connections LLC produces a catalogue of podcasts. Julianne hosts Whinny Tales, featuring Anderson's work as a 
horse trainer and clinician. From ñHorse stories and pony legends to unicorn yarns,ò the podcast has featured such 
organizations as the EQUUS Film and Arts Fest, Equitana USA, Horses and Humans Research Foundation and Creative 
Spirits UnLeashed. As a member of the EQUUS Film and Arts Fest Team, Julianne serves as Director of Production and 
Education, creating the Spotlight Rescue Series and the documentary film, A Pony and His Boy, as well as the festival podcast 
and WebChats. She recently produced a bi-weekly podcast for Brooke USA, On The Road, as well as Tiny Horse Talk and the 
Mustang Discovery Ride Podcast.

In her spare time, Julianne loves to ride her Warmblood/Shire cross, Winston. 

EQUUS Film & Arts Fest Podcast: https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/equus-film-and-arts-fest/id1494713109 

Americaôs Horse on Americaôs Trail: https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-mustang-discovery-ride-americas-horse-on-
americas/id1591933653 

Whinny-Tales Podcast: https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/julianne-neal/whinny-tales   

http://www.jamediaconnections.com/
http://www.naturesview.us/
http://www.amustangstory.com/
https://themarleyproject.org/
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Visiting Filmmakers
Julianne Neal - USA ï American Mustang Music Video

Julie Veloo - Mongolia ï Power Of Horses

Joseph Piner, Sr. ï USA ï Free Spirits: Savine Americaôs Wild Horses

Benjamin Connell ï USA  ï Wings Of Angels

Marilyn Lee Swick - USA ï My Life Between The Reins

Isabel Rose Soloaga - USA ï Spirit Horse / Heart Of Compton

Kelly Berry ï USA ï Inside The Ingate

JoAnna Mendl Shaw - USAï Imprinted

Eileen Shanahan ï USA - Warrior - A Battle Against Trauma: Learning 

to Love & Trust Again

Lauren Hale ï USA - Unstable: A Ponytale

Sarah Mognoni ï USA ï Lucky Gidion

Matt Poitras ï USA ï Knight Life

Kathryn Lauritzen ï USA - Horses and the Science of Harmony



Visiting Authors
Julianne Neal - USA ï Congaree The Little Black Mustang From 

Arapaho Creek

Ronda Gregorio ï USA ï Wild Heart: The Mustang Book Project

Cheryl Erickson ï USA ï Greyhound

Ashley Swink ï USA ï 2026 Author

Karin Winegar ï USA ï Horse Lovers: Unpacking the Female 

Fascination

Suzy Graf ï USA ï Lessons From Meerah

Sky Fisher ï USA ï Fabioôs Great Escape

Alexander Wallace ï USA ï Lizzy and Libby: The Adventures Continue

Moors Philippa ï USA ï Saddled With Murder: An Edwardian Cozy 

Mystery



presents
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Scott Beckstead
Wild Horse Refuge

Colorado

Scott Beckstead, the Chief Equine Programs Director at the Wild Horse Refuge in 

Colorado. Developing a new standard for wild equine sanctuaries, the Wild Horse 

Refuge is a world-class sanctuary that is home to hundreds of wild horses and spans 

more than 23,000 acres and provides a safe, natural environment where horses can 

roam freely away from the threat of urban encroachment and human interference. The 

horses share this vast swath of rangeland with multiple native wildlife species, 

providing a balanced and diverse ecosystem for all. Attendees will learn about the 

sanctuaryôs comprehensive approach to wild equine care, land and wildlife 

stewardship, and the crucial role of community involvement and support. The Wild 

Horse Refuge not only aims to provide sanctuary for Colorado wild horses, but also 

to educate the public and promote sustainable coexistence with wild horses and the 

other wild denizens of the range.

https://www.wildhorserefuge.org/ 

https://www.wildhorserefuge.org/


Julie Veloo
Veloo Foundation 

Film: Power Of Horses

Mongolia
Founder & Vice-President

Email: veloofoundation@gmail.com 

Phone: +976 95330783

WHAT WE DO!

We are a registered 501 (c) 3 Not for Profit in the US and a registered Canadian charity.

Our mission is to help orphans and other similarly disadvantaged children in the developing world 

through a series of educational, health and community outreach initiatives.

In Mongolia, we run Narnii Huuhduud Kindergarten(Children of the Peak) 1&2, Soaring Crane 

Summer Camp and the Gandys Kids Campus Community Library for the Ulaanchuluut community.

https://www.veloofoundation.com/ 

mailto:veloofoundation@gmail.com
https://www.veloofoundation.com/


Joanna Grossman, PhD.
Equine Program Director and Senior Advisor (AWI)

Animal Welfare Institute

Washington, DC

Dedicated to reducing animal suffering caused by people.

Dr. Joanna Grossman leads the equine program and is a lobbyist for the Animal 

Welfare Institute, one of the nationôs oldest animal protection organizations.  As the 

equine program director, Joanna oversees AWIôs campaigns, litigation, and legislative 

advocacy pertaining to horses ï both wild and domestic. She was previously AWIôs 

federal policy advisor, advocating for a wide range of animal protection issues on 

Capitol Hill.  Her writings and work have appeared in numerous national media 

outlets, and her chapter on political advocacy was published in the Routledge 

Handbook of Animal Ethics.  Joanna holds an A.B. from Princeton University and 

studied as a Fulbright Scholar at the University of Oxford before earning her PhD 

from Harvard University.  While completing her doctorate, she worked on legislation 

impacting animal welfare at the Humane Society of the United States, the American 

Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, and for Congressman Jim Moran, 

former chair of the Animal Protection Caucus.  Joanna serves on the advisory boards 

for Days End Farm Horse Rescue, Predator Defense, and Sinergia Animal.

www.awionline.org 

http://www.awionline.org/


Sarah Hofkamp
(Former) Head Trainer, Colorado Horse Rescue

Longmont, Colorado

Dedicated to creating safe solutions for horses in need

While at the Colorado Horse Rescue, my life has been dedicated to expanding my 

knowledge and understanding of how horses think and communicate not only with 

each other but their human counterparts. I feel it is my personal responsibility to give 

these amazing creatures the best quality of life a person can offer by not only helping 

them in every way I can but also teaching those around me. Over the years I have 

been blessed by countless individuals, human and horse alike, as they have shared 

their wisdom and experiences with me. In 2015 I successfully acquired my 

Certification as an equine training instructor and have since built a strong network of 

students and mentors in the equine industry.

When I served as  the Equine Training Manager for the Colorado Horse Rescue my 

goals were to give second chances to the horse in need. To give these individuals the 

training, skills and opportunities to transition into their next homes. While also 

providing high-quality educational opportunities to the public and our supporting 

communities. I strive to create a more stable equine community and offer support in 

as many ways as I can.



Kristen DeMarco
Board Member | Executive Director | Equine Specialist

Pennsylvania

Kristen de Marco is the founder and executive director of Gateway HorseWorks, an innovative 

organization dedicated to harnessing the therapeutic power of horses to support peoplesô mental 

health and personal development. With a deep passion for equine-assisted psychotherapy and an 

extensive background in communication arts and psychology from Villanova University, Kristen 

has established herself as a prominent leader in the field. She is a certified Equine Specialist in the 

EAGALA Model®, having completed comprehensive training and attended numerous annual 

conferences from 2011 to 2020.

Under Kristen's leadership since 2015, Gateway HorseWorks has developed several innovative 

programs, including Stable Pathways (people in pre-release from prison), Beyond the Barn (youth 

impacted by the justice system and youth in care), Stable Connections (families experiencing grief 

& bereavement), Unbridled Hope (survivors of human trafficking), Breaking Free (people in 

recovery), Galloping Home (Veterans with PTSd), Horses for Heroes (wellness programs for 

clinical and nonclinical staff), and Leading the Way (youth receiving emotional support in school). 

Kristen oversees all aspects of the organization, from business development and strategic planning 

to outreach, relationship development, fundraising, and community awareness. She has also 

managed the creation and execution of all marketing initiatives, including the website, social media 

content, and PR press kits, and has been the main contact for media relations. In addition, she has 

partnered with universities to conduct research evaluating the outcomes of Gateway HorseWorksô 

programs.

https://www.gatewayhorseworks.org/ 

https://www.gatewayhorseworks.org/


Ken Roche & Minis Angels
Equestrian Angel 

Louisiana

Ken Roche', the founder of Equestrian Angel, a non-profit ministry whose mission 

is to bring the proven benefits of equine therapy to the disabled and mentally 

challenged.

Our mission is to enhance the quality of life in our community. Through our service 

horses, we aim to offer a fun, engaging, and therapeutic experience that provides 

mental and physical stimulation for individuals in challenging environments. 

Our equine-assisted therapy will be conducted in a safe, controlled environment to 

ensure it delivers the greatest benefits to those who need it most.

https://www.equestrianangel.com/ 

https://www.equestrianangel.com/


Ann Hanlin 
Maryland Mustang Mission

Maryland

Woodrow is a 2011 AmericanMustangfrom Salt Wells Creek, WY. He was a band 

(herd) stallion with seven mares and countless foals. His band was gathered in October 

2017. After winning his competitive bid on the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 

Internet Auction in February 2018, Ifinally brought him home on April 13, 2018 and it 

has truly been afairytail ever since. He meltsthe heartsof everyone he meets and is an 

incredible ambassador for our wild mustangs.He is the one that has helped me start 

SBF Mustang Eventing and the reason why I startedhosting theMaryland TIP 

Challenge in 2021. I owe it all to the Lord and this incredible horse for putting me on 

this journey,hence why he isrepresented in our logo. God Bless our American 

Mustangs.

https://mdmustangmission.weebly.com/ 

https://horsenetwork.com/2023/08/how-mustang-trainer-mom-ann-hanlin-found-her-

calling/ 
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Maryland Mustang Mission
Maryland

Maryland Mustang Mission is a newly formed nonprofit 501(c)(3) that is devoted 

to spreading mustang awareness and education on the east coast by showcasing 

the American Mustang's versatility and ability to go from wild to mild. 

Picture

 Did you know that there are over 58,000 wild mustangs in holding facilities 

across the United States?! We need your help to successfully accomplish our 

mission and help get these amazing horses out of holding facilities and into 

forever homes! With change comes new beginnings and we are taking a leap of 

faith with establishing this 501(c)(3) to keep these events going. Let's make the 

Maryland Mustang Extravaganza and Open Show a huge success in 2024! We 

cannot do either of these events without you. You can help make them possible by 

becoming a donor, prize sponsor, competitor, and spectator.  Please click the tabs 

to learn more about the events that will be offered. You can also find lots of great 

information on our Facebook page, Maryland Mustang Mission, so be sure to pop 

over there when you get a chance. 

https://mdmustangmission.weebly.com/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/775340236733053/ 

https://mdmustangmission.weebly.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/775340236733053/


www.doubledtrailers.com 

Official Trailer Partner

http://www.doubledtrailers.com/


Maryland Horse Industry Board
Maryland

The purpose of the Maryland Horse Industry Board (MHIB), as 

enumerated in Article 2-708.1 of the Annotated Code of Maryland 

is, taken broadly, to promote equestrian activities and the use of 

horses for recreation through promotional activities that create 

awareness and visibility for the equine industry, educational and 

research projects to benefit the equine industry, and developmental 

efforts, such as job training programs, facilities planning and 

export marketing to stimulate the growth of the local horse 

economy. Moreover, the board serves in an advisory capacity to 

the Secretary of Agriculture regarding matters affecting the 

industry and as the licensing body for Maryland stables. To this 

end, the Board has a mission that includes regulatory, advisory, 

promotional, and educational roles.

https://mda.maryland.gov/horseboard/pages/horse_board.aspx 

https://mda.maryland.gov/horseboard/pages/horse_board.aspx
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Maryland Filmmakers

Joseph Piner, Sr.
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J.A.R.
(Jean Albert Renaud)


