
February 7, 2026

Doors Open 11:30 am

Films 12 pm – 9:45 pm



A meeting place for creative people and a hive of 
opportunities to experience arts & culture.

Helmsley Arts Centre
Meeting House Ct, Helmsley, York, YO62 5DW
01439 771700
mail@helmsleyarts.co.uk

www.helmsleyarts.co.uk  

mailto:mail@helmsleyarts.co.uk
http://www.helmsleyarts.co.uk/


Welcome to the Ryedale Bridleways Group Facebook 
page. We work to maintain and extend the network of 

bridleways in Ryedale, North Yorkshire and to 
promote its safe use by local and visiting riders.

Info: ryedalebridlewaysgroup@gmail.com



About the EQUUS Film & Arts Fest | The Mustang Summit

The EQUUS Film & Arts Fest is the first event of its kind to offer a home to the storytellers of 

the horse world, with films, documentaries, videos, commercials, and shorts from around the 

world and cultural elements of fine equestrian art and literature. In 2025 EQUUS will host 20+ 

events from the Yukon to the UK!

The Mustang Summit has been added to the program as an educational platform to raise 

awareness and understanding about the American Mustangs in holding pens and available for 

adoption. A horse who has a safe and quiet start can be trainable and become a good partner. It 

is our mission to bring awareness to American Mustangs who need homes. Focusing on and 

highlighting the work taking place in the healing and equine assisted learning fields with 

Mustangs. Providing resources for all who want to learn about the Off-Range Mustang horse.

Founded in 2013 by Lisa Diersen, Director/Organizer, an equestrian, who has spent her life in 

the company of horses. Lisa’s mission is to show the world how horses can bring everyone 

together regardless of race, age, gender, abilities or disabilities. She resides in Saint Charles, 

Illinois, with her Jack Russell, Amore and her Lusitano, Urano. 

Julianne Neal, with JA Media Productions,  joined the team in 2016. As the EQUUS Film and 

Arts Fest Director of Production and Education.

Every horse has a story, itôs our mission at the  EQUUS Film & Arts Fest to share those 

stories, through film, art and literature.

The EQUUS Film Fest Channel You-Tube, streaming to all your devices.

Visit our website at: www.equusfilmfest.com and our FaceBook page.

www.mustangsummit.com 

PR AND/OR SPONSOR CONTACT:  

Lisa Diersen  lisa@equusfilmfestival.net   +1-630-272-3077

Additional Info: Julianne Neal    julianneneal@me.com   +1-803-351-0223

Assistant to the Director: Julie Martin 

SOCIAL MEDIA

FaceBook: https://www.facebook.com/EquusFilmFestival 

You-Tube - https://www.youtube.com/@equusfilmfestival772/featured 

https://www.youtube.com/@equusfilmfestival772/featured
https://www.youtube.com/@equusfilmfestival772/featured
https://www.youtube.com/@equusfilmfestival772/featured
http://www.equusfilmfest.com/
https://www.facebook.com/EquusFilmFestival/
http://www.mustangsummit.com/
mailto:lisa@equusfilmfestival.net
mailto:julianneneal@me.com
https://www.facebook.com/EquusFilmFestival
https://www.youtube.com/@equusfilmfestival772/featured


Schedule 
of Films

Time Block Selected Films

Horse & Human
Connection

12:00 pm
Start

*Wings of Angels 18 min
*Healing Horses in Mongolia – 14 mins

*Heart of Compton -18 mins
*My Life Between The Reins - 80 mins

Wild Horse
Collection

3:30 pm
Start

*American Mustang Music Video – 5 mins
*Wild Heart Mustang Book Project - 10 mins
*Wild Horse Refuge “Dahtetse” – 13 mins
*A Mustang Story” Promo” – 10 mins

*Okanagan Wild – 17 mins
*Hellbent – 14 mins
*Evoke – 21 mins

*Renegade – 24 mins

Big Star
Collection

7:00 pm 
Start

*Healing In The Open – 30 mins 
*Inside The In Gate – 22 min

*Unstable – 2 mins
*Big Star: The Nick Skelton Story – 96 mins



Local Equine Photographer Valerie Mather

Valerie Mather is a portrait, documentary and travel photographer. Following a successful 

career in law she retired early to pursue a lifelong passion for photography. 

Valerie learned to ride (English style) as a child but was brought up watching Western 

movies on television and longed to see for herself the real cowboys and cowgirls of the 

American West. That dream came true in 2025 when she visited the US and spent time at 

the McCullough Peaks wild horse area and the ranchlands in the Shoshone National Forest 

in Wyoming. For more of Valerie’s photographs of horses visit her website page The 

American West-details below.

The words of Paul Caponigro inspire her interest in documentary photography: ‘It’s one 

thing to make a picture of what a person looks like, it’s another thing to make a portrait of 

who they are’. 

In 2020 Valerie was awarded the prestigious honour of Associateship by the Royal 

Photographic Society. 

In 23/24 her solo exhibition, Fields, Folds & Farming Life, exploring the importance of 

balance between Farming and Nature, was hosted by the National Trust in North Yorkshire 

and received almost 27,000 visitors. In 2025 it was on display for six months at National 

Trust property Hardcastle Crags, near Hebden Bridge, West Yorkshire. 

Valerie’s images have been featured in amongst others Country Life, The Yorkshire Post, 

Yorkshire Life and the Royal Photographic Society’s Journal. 

Visit www.valeriematherphotography.co.uk. For workshops and print sales.

Follow her on Instagram and Facebook: @valeriematherphotography 

http://www.valeriematherphotography.co.uk/


The
Team









www.wildhorserefuge.org



The 
Films











Healing Horses in Mongolia
Directed by: Julie Veloo

14:00 mins - Mongolia

When Julie arrived in the land of the steppe riders, she didn’t just meet a people bound to 

horses—she met a rhythm, a way of life shaped by wind, horizon, and hoofbeats. Amid the 

children living near the landfill, she found a quiet strength in the Mongolian horse: resilient, 

graceful, and deeply rooted in the soul of the steppe.

With that strength, she built a kindergarten—not just of bricks and wood, but of hope. And in 

doing so, she uncovered peace, stillness, and a deeper meaning within herself.

Now, the children of the saddle grow up in joy, their laughter echoing across the plains. They 

learn, they flourish, and they rise—carried not only by the legacy of the horse, but by the spirit 

of a land that never forgets its riders.

https://www.veloofoundation.com/ 

Director ï Julie Veloo

Healing Horses In 

Mongolia

Directed by Batsaikhan Rentsen 

https://www.veloofoundation.com/
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