
20th Anniversary – Scholarships Honoring Our Founders

An independent Catholic middle school that transforms the lives of students  
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Dear Friends of Nativity Academy,

We have much to celebrate this 
spring!  May 25, 2023, marked the 
17th class to graduate from Nativity 
Academy at St. Boniface.  We kicked 
off the school’s 20th year at the 
annual auction held in April. Through 

all Nativity Academy’s graduations and celebrations, the 
mission has always remained the same: An independent 
Catholic middle school that transforms the lives of students 
who have a commitment to achievement and whose 
families demonstrate financial need. 

As Nativity Academy celebrates its 20th anniversary, 
I cannot help but think of our founders.  Where would 
we be without Father Tim Hogan, Father Bill Fichteman, 
and Sister Paula Kleine-Kracht? Because they said yes, 
Nativity Academy has educated, enriched, and provided 
support to hundreds of students since August of 2003. 

We are pleased to announce and celebrate that there 
is now a scholarship to honor each of the school’s 
founders. At the time of his passing the Father Tim 
Hogan Scholarship was created from memorial gifts 
given in his memory. In 2022, the children of Dr. Bernard 
and Betty Popham created the Father Bill Fichteman 
Scholarship in memory of Father Bill. In March of 2023, 
Nativity Academy created the Sister Paula Kleine-Kracht 
Scholarship to honor Sister Paula during Catholic Sisters 
Week. The scholarships provide student sponsorship for 
students at Nativity Academy and 8th graders can apply 
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for scholarship assistance when going on to a Catholic 
high school.  The Louisville community and beyond 
have donated and continue to donate to help grow these 
important scholarships.

I hope you celebrate with us as you read this newsletter 
and see all the exciting things happening for our students 
and graduates.  We could not accomplish this without your 
support and prayers.  Together we SOAR! 

Blessings,  
 

  Amy Olson

Amy Olson 
Executive Director 

Be cheerful with joyous celebration  
in every season of life.   

Let  joy overflow, for you are united  
with the Anointed One!   

                                           Philippians 4:4 TPT

Father Tim Hogan, Sister Paula Kleine-Kracht, Father Bil Fichteman

Nativity Academy First Graduating Class 2006



Become a Student Sponsor!

     Nativity Academy’s student sponsorship program is the 
school’s largest source of income. The scholarship program 
provides financial support from individuals – or groups of 
individuals. Scholarships fund a significant portion of the direct 
costs associated with educating Nativity Academy students.  
This funding assists in meeting the student’s annual direct 
curriculum expenses, the extended enrichment program, 
summer session activities, and graduate support for  
Nativity Academy alumni.  

What is the Student Sponsorship Program?

Nativity Academy is the only non-tuition, Catholic middle 
school in the Louisville area, serving girls and boys in grades 
6-8.  The administration, faculty and staff dedicate themselves 
to transforming the lives of low-income students through strong 
academics, coupled with a sense of spirituality, morality, and 
personal responsibility. 

Groups comprised of friends, associates or extended family 
members contribute toward a co-sponsorship of $5,000 or full 
sponsorship of $10,000.

Sponsor a Student ...

Join a Sponsorship Group...

An individual sponsor donates $10,000 to provide a  
scholarship for one student at Nativity Academy. 

Nativity Academy is currently accepting Scholarship 
Donations for the 2023-24 school year.  
For more information please contact:  
Jeri Johnson |  Advancement Coordinator | 502-855-3316 |  
jjohnson@nativityacademy.org

Nativity Donor Spotlight
There are so many 
good ways to give 
back.

However, we wanted to 
do something very special. 
We found it with Nativity 
Academy. They provide 
the wonderful children of 
Louisville a life changing 
opportunity.  

- Dick & Eibhlin Henggeler

Greetings! 
   We have wrapped up another 
school year, and what a year it 
has been. There are no words 
to express my gratitude for how 
hard our students have worked 
and how much our families have 
been engaged and supportive 
of our mission. Also, we have 

the best faculty and staff; leading this great school 
community is truly a blessing. 

At Nativity Academy, we are committed to achieving 
and ensuring student success academically, focusing on 
the whole child, helping our students prepare for life after 
“middle school,” and creating opportunities for exposure to 
career and post-academic endeavors. Next year, we will 
intensify our efforts to become a school that has a more 
robust STEM program. We are blessed to have had a very 
successful student retreat where our students could share 
and express feelings about their faith; we are a Catholic 
school proud to support our students in their faith. 

In conclusion, thank you for the support you have 
shown our school; your help makes Nativity Academy 
stronger.  
 
Thank you!

Roni Witherspoon
Roni Witherspoon, Principal

Letter from the Principal

Roni Witherspoon

If you are interested in donating any of these items, 
please contact Jeri Johnson,  
                        Advancement Coordinator  
                        502.855.3316

Wish List
As we continue to 
transform the lives 
of our students and 
provide a quality 
education, these 
items will enhance 
the learning 
experiences of our 
students.

l One HVAC System $9,000

l New Graduation Caps & Gowns $700

l Stackable Washer & Dryer $1,500

l Flooring for classroom $5,000
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 Eighth-Grade Graduate News
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Nativity 2023 Graduates and the
High Schools they will attend:

2023 Scholarship Awards

Colt Development Scholarship 
   to DeSales High School

Jonathan Anderson (DeSales)

Erin Faulkner Memorial Scholarship
Karmen Calvin (Assumption)

Gaffney Scholarship
Aaliyah Lawrence (Holy Cross)

   Alex Ewing (Saint Xavier)

Mitchel Klausing Scholarship
Caiden  Silver (Trinity)

Fr. Tim Hogan Memorial Scholarship
Kayden Jones (Saint Xavier)

Lisa Brents Memorial Scholarship
Malia Owens (Presentation)

Sr. Paula Kleine-Kracht Scholarship
   Tristan Boyd (Saint Xavier)
   Alvin Mansaray (Trinity)
   Diago Woods (Holy Cross)

Walsh Skelly Scholarship 
   Caiden Silver (Trinity)

   Father Bill Fichteman Scholarship
   Kayden Jones (Saint Xavier)

Assumption:
Karmen Calvin

Ballard High School: 
Cordell Montgomery  
Cordelia Williams

Central High School:
Akari Hunter  
Rashad Johnson

DeSales:
Jonathon Anderson

Holy Cross: 
Diago Woods

Presentation:  
Aaliyah Lawrence 
Malia Owens

Saint Xavier:  
Kayden Jones 
Bobby Barlow  
Alex Ewing  
Tristin Boyd

Trinity:
Alvin Mansaray  
Caiden Silver  
Donovan Strickland

Those who trust in the Lord will renew their strength.  
They will soar high on wings like eagles.  
They will run and not grow weary.  
They will walk and not faint.             

-Isaiah 40:31

The Nativity Eagle Award
Presented to:
Akari Hunter

Congratulations Nativity Class of 2023

Akari encompasses the values of 
Nativity Academy - determination, 
community, vision, inspiration, 
judgement, and commitment. He 
models respect for adults and fellow 

students; shows compassion to others and graciously 
accepts requests to do something and gets it done.  
He shows commitment to academic success.

Congratulations, Akari, on receiving 
the 2023 Eagle Award.
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The new Nativity Academy track team participated in the CSAA City 
Championships on April 23rd. The team has been working for months leading up 
to this day and left it all on the track! This was the first track competition that any of 
these athletes have participated in. Many of them placed in their individual events 
and our 7th and 8th grade boys brought home the school’s first ever team 
championship! Congratulations to all of those who placed and competed! 

Rashad Johnson:     1st place in 55m hurdles,  
                                 1st place in the 200m run and 4th place in the 100m dash. 
Diago Woods:           2nd in the high jump 
Kayden Jones:          6th in 55m hurdles 
Legacy Silver:           4th in the long jump, 
                                 6th in the high jump
Derez Grider:            2nd in the 100m dash, 
                                 2nd in the 200m dash,  
                                 4th in the high jump
Akari Hunter:            7th in the shot put 
Myles Crenshaw:      5th in 55m hurdles and  
                                 6th in the shot put 
Angelique Redd:       6th in the 100m dash 
Remii Foshay:          7th in the shot put 
Relay team of           Rashad Johnson, Diago Woods,  
                                 Kayden Jones 

Nativity Track Team “left it all on the track”at the CSAA City Championships

Caiden Silver, Legacy Silver, Diago Woods, 
Kayden Jones, Rashad Johnson

Myles Crenshaw, Janyah Walton, Angelique 
Redd, Rashad Johnson, Remii Foshay,  
Cordelia Williams, Diago Woods, Karmen 
Calvin, Jermel Sutton, Aryana Barlow,  

Kayden Jones

Rashad Johnson

Extended Enrichment Program (EEP) Partners 

Nativity Academy has partnered with the Cabbage Patch 
Settlement House to offer families after-school activities in 
our Extended Enrichment Program. 

 
The Cabbage Patch’s mission is to provide life-changing 
academic, recreational, and mentoring opportunities 
through Christ-centered values. Our students engage in 
programming involving academics, physical activity and 
sports, dance, cheer, art, gardening, cooking and more 
when at “The Patch.”

Nativity faculty and staff continue to offer enrichment 
camps and clubs after school as well including the 
following program areas: sports, chess, and YMCA 
programming. 

8th-Grade Washington DC Trip
In Washington DC, eighth-grade 

students visited the Smithsonian, 
including the Museum of African American 
History and Culture and the Holocaust 
Museum. The students also had the 
opportunity to visit the monuments, tour 
the US Capitol building, and see the 
White House.

Airplane ride to DC

Nativity 8th grade 
students at the 
African American 
Museum

Students visiting the 
Lincoln Memorial on  
8th-grade Washington 
DC trip.



5

The Nativity Academy ‘family’ of adult staff, mentors, and volunteers support our graduates throughout both high school and 
into post-secondary education. Not only by helping secure scholarships and loans, but by teaching them how to create positive 
relationships with their families, their high schools and colleges, and building competencies inside the academic arena and within 
their communities. This year’s activities are off to a productive and exciting start.

Nativity’s Graduate Support Program (GSP) 
Promotes Alums Success in High School and College

College Visits

In February, Nativity GSP students visited Centre College 
and Eastern Kentucky University with Nativity’s Executive 
Director, Amy Olson, and Nativity’s GSP Coordinator,  
Suzanne Haugh. The daylong trip included 12 Nativity 
graduates representing 11 area high schools. Other college 
visits included Spalding University and Berea College. 
Students enjoyed being on these campuses and considering 
college choices.

Nativity alums on college visits to EKU and Centre Colllege

New Nativity Alums Enjoy Celebratory Lunch

New Nativity alums gather for a GSP sponsored Chik-Fil-A lunch and 
graduation celebration

This year for the new NA alums, Adriene Taylor-Mitchell and 
GSP Coordinator, Suzanne Haugh, organized a celebratory 
lunch at Nativity catered by Chick-Fil-A. They enjoyed the 
lunch together and also each received a personal copy of a 
very helpful book: 97 Things to Do Before Finishing High 
School. The new alums know that GSP will continue to give 
them encouragement, social and service activities and support 
throughout high school and as they prepare to enter college or 
a trade program.

Sacred Heart Graduate’s Mom Sends 
Thanks to the Nativity “Team” 

Nativity alum, Christina 
Lawson, is pictured 
here with her mother 
as they celebrate her 
graduation this year 
from Sacred Heart 
Academy.  Christina’s 
mother shared her 
gratitude with Nativity: “I 
would like to thank the 
Nativity team for their 
support and dedication 
and the guidelines all the 
students receive to make 
them very successful in 
their lives.”

Students display their copies of 97 Things to Do Before Finishing  
High School

Christina Lawson (r) and her 
mother pictured at the  

Sacred Heart 2023 graduation.



 
Nativity Spring and Summer Event & Activities
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Nativity Students had the opportunity to attend the Kentucky 
United Nations Assembly (KUNA) hosted by the YMCA. Our 
students chose to represent the country Malawi located in East 
Africa. It was our students’ job to appropriately represent this 
country including but not limited to: how they dress, the climate, 
the culture, landscape, problems their people face and solutions 
to these problems. This representation was in front of hundreds 
of other middle schoolers all across Kentucky. 

Our students were highly concerned with the way our nations 
currently handle climate change as climate change has a direct 
impact on the people of Malawi. Malawi suffers from drastic 
periods of both droughts and flooding which cause food and 
water insecurity. Our students believe that it is in the best 
interest of all nations to create partnerships to address climate 
change as well as request monetary funds from the UN to 
build better infrastructure to house water to better support the 
farmers and people of their country. 

Nativity students at KUNA representing Malawi

Alvin Mansaray 

Our students spent about 6-8 weeks dedicating their time 
to learn and become so immersed into the country Malawi 
that they represent them accurately and defend their rights 
against other world nations. Our students did a phenomenal 
job at this! With each presentation of our UN resolution, we 
gained support of other nations achieving being passed in both 
ranking and voting committees. All students who attend KUNA 
vote for 1st schools choice, we were ranked among the top 5 
for the running! 

The four core values of the YMCA are honesty, caring, 
respect, and responsibility. Our students perfectly embodied 
these values and made the Nativity Academy community 
incredibly proud. GO EAGLES GO!

               Feedback from our students:  
 

   “Being at KUNA was an honor and has 
prepared me for unexpected situations. 
I’ve grown in public speaking and have 
learned how to make  
new friends.”  
                   - Alvin Mansaray, 8th grade

“It was a great honor. I recommend it 
to all students. It helped me open up and 
I got to meet a lot of new people. KUNA 
increased my confidence.” 

                                                 - Kayden Jones, 8th grade

Nativity Students Honored to Represent Malawi at Kentucky United Nations Assembly (KUNA)

Thanks to the support of St. Patrick Catholic Church and 
school, our rising 7th and 8th grade students had the opportunity 
to attend Camp Loucon for their summer enrichment. Camp 
Loucon is a faith based, Christian camp with an emphasis on 
developing leaders. From the looks of these pictures, our students 
had a blast and spent quality time with one another. We can’t 
wait to see these deeply-rooted bonds amongst the class and 
the leadership skills that have been gained when they are back  

in school this August! 

Camp Loucon - Developing Leaders
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Nativity Academy Auction

Celebrating  
20 years

Nativity celebrated 20 years of educating and 
serving our students on April 14, 2023 at The 

Refinery in Jeffersonville, Indiana. Thank you for 
joining us to celebrate and support us.

Matching Pledge Sponsor
We thank our generous sponsors...

Event Manager

$10,000 Raffle Winner
Congratulations to the 2023 Nativity 
Academy Auction Raffle Winner, Dorothy 
Jackson! Dorothy bought the raffle ticket 
from board member, Destiny McCreary. 

Dorothy’s check was presented to her by 
Amy Olson, Executive Director and  
Cynthia Hubbs, Bookkeeper. 

Dorothy said she is still in shock over 
winning!Amy Olson,  winner Dorothy Jackson, 

and Cynthia Hubbs 

Shaun Logsdon auctioneer for the evening.
Guests bid on exciting auction items..

Auction guests gather at The Refinery in Jeffersonville, IN.

Dancing to celebrate Nativity’s 20 years!

Dr. Will Wells, Nativity Board 
Chair

Great music provided by DJ John Q 
Maria Gurren, Lauren Broadus,  

Amy Olson, Pam Broadus, 
 Jeri Johnson

Alvin Mansaray, Kullah Kangoma, and 
Abdul Mansaray - Nativity Academy 

student guests and their mother

Torrence Williams, Nativity Auction Chair

Alpha Productions tech coordinators

KMS Culinary And Catering 
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...a reason for hope

Nativity Academy at St. Boniface
Amy Olson 

Executive Director 
Phone: 855-3333

Sponsored By:
Bellarmine University 

Abigail Smith 
Family Resource Coordinator 

Phone: 855-3302

Jeri Johnson 
Advancement Coordinator 

Phone: 855-3316

Roni Witherspoon 
Principal 

Phone: 855-3300

Christi Nord 
Learning Coordinator

Phone: 855-3311

For information call Jeri Johnson: 502-855-3316

Suzanne Haugh 
Graduate Support Director 

Phone: 855-3302Save the Date:
               Friday, November 3, 2023
               The Olmstead
               3701 Frankfort Avenue


