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Before you Travel 

▪ Starbase is a development facility and work, testing, and other schedules 

are not publicly known in advance.  

▪ Possible Boca Chica Blvd/Hwy4 closures to accommodate SpaceX activity 

can be found here on the Cameron County Website: 

https://www.cameroncountytx.gov/spacex/  

▪ Other indicators of testing that would shut down Hwy 4 and the beach are: 

o MSIB (Marine Safety Information Bulletin) - 

https://msib.bocachica.com   

o NOTAMs (Notice to Airmen) and TFRs (Temporary Flight Restrictions) 

Federal Aviation Administration: NOTAM Search (https://faa.gov) 

o Overpressure notices – issued when there is pressure testing 

involving propellant that could cause an explosion powerful enough 

to break windows and cause damage 

o Resident Evacuation Notices – issued when flight operations are 

imminent. 

▪ Limited list of social media: 

o Elon on Twitter: https://twitter.com/elonmusk   

o SpaceX Boca Chica FB Group: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1541938906124567  

o Maria Pointer: https://twitter.com/bocachicamaria1  

o Lab Padre live feeds: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFwMITSkc1Fms6PoJoh1OUQ  
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Accommodations 

▪ The Raptor Roost has accommodations with views of Starbase: 

https://www.airbnb.ca/users/4848414/listings    

▪ Hotels in Brownsville are limited.  

o Editor Note: A number of short term rentals are coming online and 

we are doing our best to assist with this. Actually, we are going even 

further and have created this website to engage with other locals 

that want to start on Airbnb: https://brownsvilleairbnb.com  

▪ Here is the search to Brownsville Airbnb: 

https://www.airbnb.com/brownsville-tx/stays  

▪ You are welcome to reach out to the Gateway to Mars team for help with 

lodging in this area anytime.  

▪ Staying in Port Isabel or South Padre Island is probably a better bet, and 

add 25 – 30 miles to your trip to Starbase. 

o https://gatewaytomars.com/lodging  

▪ Rocket Ranch has accommodations very close to Starbase: 

https://www.rocketranchbocachica.com/  

▪ There is NO camping allowed on the beach. 

Traveling 

▪ Hwy 4 is a two-lane road and the speed limit is 55mph, as you approach the 

Production site, it drops to 45mph.  

▪ People will drive much faster, and will pass, sometimes in designated 

zones. 

o A polite gesture if you happen to be one of those types of drivers, is 

to flick your lights and turn your left blinker on. 

o If someone does that to you, please move slightly to the right to 

show you know they are passing and that it is clear ahead. 

▪ Returning from Starbase, there is a Border Control point where you must 

stop. This is not to harass you, so please be polite and answer their 

question(s) quickly so the folks behind you don’t have to wait. 

▪ If there are people walking along the side of the road between Starbase 

and the Border Control point, DO NOT STOP to offer rides. 

Services and Amenities at Starbase 
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▪ There are NO RESTROOMS or other facilities open or available to non-

SpaceX employees or contractors. 

▪ No public bathrooms, no food, no water, gas, etc. 

▪ The food trucks, ‘Prancing Pony’, ‘The Hub’, the ‘Tiki Bar’ are not open to 

the public. (There are public food trucks close by at Basecamp Starbase) 

▪ Be sure to bring anything with you that you might need, take your trash 

with you. 

▪ The only place where trash cans are available are on or near the beach and 

beach entrance. 

▪ The nearest Gas/Diesel is the Q&A Gas Station 18 miles from Starbase. 

▪ SpaceX security is not authorized to respond to emergencies. If you have an 

emergency, call 911.  

▪ While it may seem a long distance back to Brownsville, the Cameron County 

Constables and Sheriff’s officers on site have said that they will respond as 

quickly as possible. 

Parking 

▪ Once you get to Starbase, you can park anywhere on the side of the road 

opposite the facilities. The exception is the area by the Starbase sign. Here 

you can pull over temporarily to take pictures. 

▪ The Boca Chica Village roads – Remedios, LBJ (Eichorn), St Martin/Weems, 

and Esperson Streets are open to the public, so you can drive on them. 

▪ You can park along these streets and get out, but you can’t cross into the 

area marked with SpaceX Private Property signs. This applies to any of the 

areas next to the road. On Remedios please stay off of the AstroTurf 

entirely and generally stay VERY aware of traffic and the need to move to 

accommodate production. 

▪ If you have any doubts or questions about where you can park, SpaceX 

Security and Cameron County Constables and Sheriff folks will be happy to 

talk to you about.  

▪ To make sure that it is a friendly conversation, it is recommended that you 

initiate it, rather than having them come over to tell you to move! 

Walking around and Picture Taking 
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▪ There are no restrictions on what you can take pictures of from public 

property. 

▪ Drones are NOT permitted in the area. 

▪ At the Launch Site, you can walk right up to the gate(s) and take pictures 

from there, don’t touch the gates, though! 

▪ You can go around to the backside of the properties (Production and 

Launch sites) and be aware that SpaceX property extends beyond the 

fences or obvious limits. 

▪ If you are not aware of where you are, you can accidentally wander on to 

their property and will probably cause much consternation among the 

security folks and be asked to leave or possibly be detained. 

▪ At the Launch Site the extent of the property is marked by wooden stakes 

about 3’ tall with blue paint on the tops and spaced about every 50 – 75 

feet. 

▪ SpaceX security and Cameron County officers will talk with you, but do not 

ask them, or employees/contractors entering or leaving the site about 

specifics on what is going on. 

▪ There is a lot of heavy (as in really big stuff) traffic traveling between the 

sites. Please respect that they can hurt you if you don’t pay attention. 

▪ When transporting large structures, like boosters, stands, etc. white cones 

are put out along the route. Please don’t cross the line and interfere with 

their operations. 

▪ Please respect individual’s privacy. If you are going to post on YouTube, or 

other social media platforms pictures of people’s faces, please get their 

permission. 

▪ When walking around in the dunes, you may want to wear shoes/sneakers 

and long pants because of the brush and critters.  

Bottom line – Your visit to Starbase will be a much more stress free and enjoyable 

time if you follow (or at least be aware of) these do’s and don’ts. 


