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elcome to August! /\ B {REF!

Dear members, ((.
Hope summer is treating you well so far. Some of you might have traveled to China

for family visits or some other fun places, if you feel like to share your experience and
pictures, please contact me, and I’ll be very happy to add them to our next newsletter.

As the committee members are busy planning for our upcoming events and
fundraising, we’d like to give you some updates of our job -you’ll find details of our
next event Mid-Autumn Festival Celebration and new sponsors of the year. Thank you
to all committee members for generously donating your personal time to serve the
community. We also want to thank everyone for joining us in celebrating Dragon Boat
Festival on June 8th. You’ll find some photos of the event in this newsletter.

In this newsletter, you’ll also find an introduction of Dr. Joe Chai family whose
members are all amazingly talented and have been making extraordinary contribution
to our community’s diversity and growth in many aspects. Enjoy reading!
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024-2025 TCCA Event Calendar
2024-2025 = if ik ABKIESTEED

Dragon Boat Festival Celebration 45K

Time: June 8th, 2024
Location: Chippewassee Park, Midland

Mid-Autumn Festival Celebration TR
Time: 6:30pm-9:00pm, Sep 21st, 2024

Location: First Baptist Church, 915 E Sugnet Rd,
Midland, M| 48642

Sports Day iEZEh&
Time: TBD
Location: TBD

2025 Spring Festival Gala (RS

Time: Feb 8th, 2025
Location: Bullock Creek High School

Events are free to paid members, and $5/non-
member/event. Kids free.
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HAPRY

MID AUTUMN
FESTIVAL

-9:00pm, Sep 21st, 2024
irst Baptlst Church, 915 E Sugne

7;“: ram: S
stdoor games and indoor games (karaoke, kahoot, ping
shess, corn hole, badminton, poker, shuttlecock klcklng,

Food: moon cakes, fruits, bottled water, and other snack

U | 0 paid members. g5 for non-members. Kid
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A Dragon Boat Festival Celebration 0

024 TCCAIix T KR8 5 [ol [ ((.

“Pictures are volunteers making zongzi for our celebration. Thanks to Joy, Hanze,
Fanrong, Sandy, Mian, Yanan, Hongyun and parents, the Hlavaceks, and our host
Ava Dong. We also thank Kelly Jin for boiling a big pot of tea eggs for our
celebration. The zongzi and tea eggs are absolutely delicious! Yum!
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CA Dragon Boat Festival Celebration 7~
2024 TCCAIfm TR Bg F [l

Despite of the rain, we had a great celebration eating zongzi, had some indoor and
outdoor games, and catching up with friends. Thanks everyone for joining us!
Specially thank to Binbin Luo’s leadership for this event.
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Meet Dr. Joe Chai Family

Hello TCCA Friends, ((
(H SCEIEIEHE T D

I'd just like to take a moment to express my gratitude for being a part of this community,
and take this opportunity to brag about my wonderful, talented, smart, and all around
extraordinary family for the duration of this article. This story begins when my parents
(Chai Yunzhou from Zhang Jia Jie and Lin Lizhu from Fu Zhou) meet in college at
Xiamen University, after which they fall in love and move to the US for graduate school.
Eventually, they ended up in Midland in 2005 - 2 years later, their first child (me!) is born,
and 3 years following that my precious little brother Raymond was born!

Throughout my whole life, Chinese culture and community have played a truly formative
role in my development as a person. Some of my earliest memories are fond ones of
TCCA | hold dear - my very first Spring Festival performance at age 3 (I walked on stage
in a fashion show and almost didn’t want to exit the stage, haha), and attending Chinese
school every Sunday from ages 5-15 (I met some of my very closest friends there).
Although growing up as an extremely shy minority kid in a predominantly white
community and school system presented many challenges: being picked on for my
“stinky” food (that my mom spent hours lovingly cooking for me), being constantly subject
to racial stereotypes and slurs, always feeling out of place and lacking the confidence to
stand up for myself - it was my family and this community that instilled in me the courage
to be proud of my identity and the rich cultural heritage that comes with it.

For as long as | can remember, my dad, who self-taught himself the dizi, has always
taken every opportunity to share his music and culture with the community - spreading
cultural awareness and open-mindedness everywhere he goes. And for as long as | can
remember, my mom has followed along with her camera and plenty of good food, hugs,
and encouragement. In my earlier years, | reluctantly got dragged onstage with my dad
and always dreaded the stage fright and embarrassment and be proud of.

Now, following in my dad’s footsteps, dragging my brother along, and with my mom
forever supporting us, | strive to bring the same celebrations of culture and messages of
love to others that my family and TCCA have brought to me. Along with old friends from
Chinese school and new friends from Dear Asian Youth (the Dow High Chapter of an
international organization), we have shared food, music, and celebrations from various
cultures around Asia to over 2000 elementary and middle school students throughout
Midland Public Schools to help_create a more loving, accepting, and global-minded world
for the next generation. Now, each year | can’t help but look forward to the TCCA Spring
Festival performances and celebration - not just as the celebration of a holiday, but the
celebration of this community and just how special it is.
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icing for our yearly performances, you can find my dad working as an
tal scientist/computational toxicologist at Dow or practicing his calligrap
you can find my mom working as a chemical engineer at Corteva or cooking a
delicious meal; and you can find my brother practicing tennis, violin, and piano, or

hacking my computer with his crazy coding skills. As for me, it's my last year in
Midland as a high school senior, and | know I'll surely miss TCCA when | go off to
college.

Thank you all for making Midland and TCCA the wonderful community it is,
Jessica Chai

From Left:
Raymond, Jessica and Dr. Joe Chai

SR EREnT
e 5

From left: . |
Dr. Lizhr L‘I ! a)ﬂmond, Jessica, and Dr. Joe Chai
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Position
President £ &
Treasurer 1155
Secretary fP

Social Media T1i7{&#%
Website FiiG
Event ;EENZR X!

volunteers SR &

Students 4

tricitychinese@gmail.com

2024 TCCA Committee
2024 =IREABRESEEEZERR

Name
Shawn Chen [kRER =
Hanze Ying N ZE 3%
Rui Xu iR &
Ava Dong EEH
Meng Yao YtEE
Binbin Luo & YR Jit
Zitong Song R FE
Joy Jiao 57FFH
Jyo Lyn Hor & #h
Luging Qi 7TE S
Henry Wang & FX
Joe Chai $815H
Wenwen Mei X X
Sharon Lin PRI$T
Zhengzhi Zhou B 1E}&
Cindy Liu X% =,
Angelina Chen f&1R8 B
Jessica Chai S8
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Email
xchen4@dow.com

()

S\ L

peterying8907 @gmail.com

rzx0001@gmail.com

missava.dong@gmail.com

ev103@yahoo.com

bluo@dow.com

rdfzsongzitong@gmail.com

jhor@dow.com

tjugiluging@gamail.com

wangj2@midlandps.org
YChai@dow.com
WMei@dow.com

joysunshine.1025@gmail.com

shanhonglin2015@gmail.com

zzhou14@dow.com

xilanliu2009@gmail.com

chenae@midlandps.org

chaijh@midlandps.org
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hank You Sponsors &ifi & BN

'ﬁ/C_f olden E{«u‘y'ﬁ ek

Tel.: 989-633-9888

979 S SAGINAW RD,
MIDLAND, MI 48640-4665

BUY - SELL - RENT

989-698-6002

missava.dong@gmail.com

CENTURY 21 a'

g ture Realty
ol £ Byis @

HANTZFINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.

Member FINRA/SIPC.

BRETT GEHRINGER
989.839.4916
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»

Contact Us
BxZAFA]

Let us know if you have any questions, concerns, suggestions or
feedback.

MREEEARFEEIN, SO IRFATEAR !

Tri-City Chinese Association (TCCA)

Email: tricitychinese@gmail.com

Website: https://tricitychinese.org/

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/tricity.chinese

Midland Chinese School
Email: midlandchinese@gmail.com
Website: https://midlandchineseschool.org

TCCA Newsletter editor: Ava Dong
Editor email: ava.dong@icloud.com
*feel free to email editor if you want to include anything in our next issue.

MRIEBEBA T T EINewsletterdh A RE HEifFm, SBEEBETOENTEE,
SODIRREE R EHIAR .
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