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Not so long ago most of us were eagerly anticipating the end of 2020…  

can you believe that in just a few months, we’ll be saying goodbye to 2021!  

There have been some studies that praise autumn as the most creative time of the year.  Maybe it’s the beautiful colors that inspire us, 
the fresh crispness of the air, or just the urgency of getting things done before winter sets in.  Whatever the reason, my brain just seems 
to explode with ideas for projects! 

Part of the reason for the surge in creativity could be because in July, during the 
2021 Virtual Bernina University (VBU), Bernina announced some awesome new 
products.  The theme of VBU was ‘Shine On’, showcased by the special Crystal 
Edition of the 790 and 880 Plus machines.  Featuring a faceplate adorned with 
actual crystals, these special editions come with the new Smart Drive Technology 
embroidery module that elevates your embroidery experience with smoother, 
quieter embroidery at speeds of up to 55% faster, matching suitcases, and a 
dazzling array of extra accessories valued over $4600.   

Also announced was a long-awaited upgrade to the Bernina Embroidery Software.    
Software V9 will be available in 2 versions:  the Designer version that has all the advanced digitizing and creative features you have 
come to expect, and the Creator version geared more towards beginners who want to manipulate their designs more easily than can be 
done at the embroidery machine.   Both feature a more intuitive, user-friendly interface that makes the software easier to navigate, an 
expanded font and built-in design selection, and WIFI capability that allows you to send your completed designs wirelessly to multiple 
embroidery machines. 

More of a quilter?  Bernina has some great new options for you, too!  The 770 QE Plus has been 
redesigned to include an extra-large 7” color touch screen, additional quilting stitches, BSR3 mode 
for basting, and KickStart quilting which allows quilting in a continuous sewing mode without 
having to keep constant pressure on the foot control.  It also comes with the new advanced 
embroidery module, many new quilting designs, pinpoint placement and more to help you achieve 
perfect results in your computerized quilting.  Awesome accessories include the popular #72 
rulerfoot.  An upgrade kit is available for current 770 owners that will give you all the software 
features and accessories, just not the larger screen. 

Never thought you 
would have room for a 
longarm machine? Now 
your quilting dreams 

can fit the space you have!  The newly introduced Studio 
Frame is a modular frame that can be assembled as a 5 ft. 
frame or extended to its full size of 10 ft.   It can 
accommodate either the Q16 Plus or the Q20. 
 
Finally, to round out the Bernina Overlocker line is the L860.  
Like last year’s L890, this machine features a large touch 
screen, air threading, and on-screen guided machine setup, 
but without the chain stich or coverstitch.  

Be sure to check out our fall classes that may help you get ready for the holidays.  Don’t forget  
our once-a-year Super Saturday Sale happening on October 16 for great financing options.   
It’s the perfect time to do your holiday shopping….  

Beat the crowds; you’ll be Sew Happy you did! 
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Rulerwork Series  10 am – 12:30 pm  or 

 1 pm – 3:30 pm 

Rulerwork is a quilting technique using thick acrylic quilting rulers to create 
exact, repeatable designs.  In this popular series, we will explore many 
rulerwork patterns by constructing nine 9-patch blocks and quilting one block 
every month each with a different technique.  This free motion quilting class 
can be completed on your domestic sewing machine or on a sit-down quilting 
machine.  You may bring your own machine or use one of ours. 

There are currently 3 classes in progress; the schedules for the remaining 
classes are listed here.  The newest class meeting on the 3rd Friday of each 
month is still open to those who can create a 9-patch block without 
instruction.  Our classroom can accommodate 4 people for each class. 

Rulers will be provided for use during class. 

 Cost: $20 for the class only  
 

 Class A 

Meeting on the 3rd Thursday of each month, 
continuing class 

• October 21 – Wreaths 

• November 18 – Finishing 
Techniques   (last class) 

 
Class B 

Meeting on the 3rd Tuesday of each month, 
continuing class 

• October 19 – Waves 

• November 16 – Feathers 

• December 14 – Wreaths 

• January 18, 2022 – Roadmap     
(last class) 

Class C 

Meeting on the 3rd Friday of each month,  
continuing class 

• October 15 – Straight Lines 

• November 19 – Circles 

• December 17 – Clamshells 

• January 21, 2022 – Roadmap 

• February 18 – Diamonds 

• March 18 – Ribbon Candy 

• April 15 – Waves  

• May 20 – Feathers 

• June 17 – Wreaths (last class) 

 

In this issue: 

Sew Notes    1 

Classes     2-3 

Bernina Bling 3 

Edgefoot  

Piecing a Quilt Backing  4 

Sewing Ergonomics 5  

Essential Overlocker 6  

Embroidery  7 

Troubleshooting  

 

 

You did it - the last quilting stitches are in and your quilt is 
beautiful!  All that’s left is the binding to finish it off and 
showcase your hard work.  In this demonstration / 
technique class, we will explore various methods of getting 
that perfect finished edge on your quilt.  Topics will include: 

• Calculating yardage 

• Making continuous bias binding 

• Prepping your quilt edges 

• Attaching and joining binding 

• Machine vs hand finishing 

• Incorporating decorative stitching  

Bring a fat quarter and your sewing machine to create 
samples for inspiration in finishing your holiday projects. 

Cost: $25 for the class    

November 12 

Quilt Binding 10 am – 12:00 pm  or 

1 pm – 3 pm 

 



 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 

➢ 10/12 

November 

➢ 11/9 

December 

➢ 12/14 
 

Bring your current project 

(and lunch if you’d like) and 

join us on the 2nd Tuesday of 

each month for 

 Sit ‘n Stitch Tuesdays   

You may bring your machine 

or use one of ours and drop in 

anytime between 10 am – 2 

pm.  If you would like help on 

a project, please call a few 

days in advance to let us 

know what you will be 

bringing so we can be 

prepared to help with 

questions and perhaps 

introduce you to some new 

accessories to make your 

project easier and more 

creative.    

Cost: $20.  

 

PAGE 3  Sew Happy 

Did you know that a serger is a great quilting tool?  
In addition to being a tremendous time saver 
when stitching together blocks, rectangles and 
strips of fabric, a serger can provide some 
wonderful decorative effects using certain stitches 
and specialty threads. The stitching is fast and 
precise – something any quilter can appreciate.  

In this demonstration class you will see how an 
overlocker can be used for  

• Piecing 

• Quilt as You Go 

• Decorative Techniques 

• Applying Binding 
 

Sit 

‘n 

Stitch 

Send your own ‘Warm & Cozy Greetings’ this 
holiday season.  With this collection from OESD, 
you can create your own custom cards for everyone 
on your list using folded cardstock, felt and your 
embroidery module.  Add their favorite gift card for 
a quick, easy, heartfelt gift! 

The class will include: a 5x7 card with envelope, your choice of embroidery design, 
stabilizers, needle, felt, and thread to complete one card. 

You also have the choice of purchasing a class kit ($150 value) which includes: 

• 12”x 2 yd. rolls of Applique Fuse & Fix, Fuse & Seal, StabilStick Tearaway 

• 2 rolls of Expert Embroidery Tearaway Tape 

• 10 pk. Of Sharp 75/11 embroidery needles 

• 10 5x7 cards with envelopes 

• OESD ‘Warm & Cozy’ collection featuring 6 each of Greeting Cards, Gift Tags, and 
Ornaments 

Cost: $25 for the class   or 
 purchase the class kit for $75 and get the class free. 

  November 4 

Embroidered Holiday Cards 

10 am – 12:00 pm  or 
1 pm – 3 pm 

 

New to your machine? 
Need a refresher class? 

We provide education for every 
new BERNINA machine we sell.  
Call us to schedule a ‘guide’ class, 
free with every machine 
purchased.  The hands-on 
experience will be time well spent 
as you become familiar with all 
the functions and features of your 
machine. 

These stylish wallets are an exciting addition to 
your accessory collection. Use your embroidery 
module to create a unique money holder with an 
unconventional material and a customizable 
design.  

The class will include: Folded wallet design, cork fabric and 
selection of lining to complete one wallet, stabilizer, needle, and 
use of store thread.  You may bring your own fabric if desired. 

Cost: $25 for the class    
 

  December 2 

Tapestry Cork Wallets 

10 am – 12:00 pm  or 
1 pm – 3 pm 

Cost: $20 for the class 
and receive a coupon 
for 10% off any one 
accessory in stock. 
 

October 16 or December 9 

Quilt with an Overlocker 

10 am – 12:00 pm  or 
1 pm – 3 pm 
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Accessories that Work 

Will It Sew Through All the Layers? 

Many different materials can be tricky or finicky to sew, but the ones that frighten sewists the most are 
those super tough, bulky fabrics.  Fear not!  With the right tools, your BERNINA can tackle almost 
anything you try to stitch.  Here are a few tips and accessories to ensure successful heavy-duty stitching. 

 1. The Right Presser Foot 
Depending on the type and thickness of the fabric, you have a few options for achieving the most 
successful stitch.  For most bulky seams the Jeans Foot #8/8D will work well.  This presser foot is 
designed for sewing a straight stitch which means that the opening for the needle is quite narrow.  
This small opening gives greater stability to the fabric and the needle as it penetrates the fabric.  
 

4. Straight Stitch Plate 
For the same reason that a straight stitch foot is ideal for bulky fabrics, a straight stitch plate brings an added level of stability and 
security to your stitching.  The small hole in the straight stitch plate ensures that fabric is not pulled down into the needle opening as 
the needle moves down through the fabric. 

Note:  A straight stitch plate will offer the same kind of stability for fabric at the delicate end of the spectrum.  

 

3. Use the Free Hand System (FHS) 
Your FHS is your best friend when sewing difficult materials.  Not only does it allow you to keep 
 your hands on your fabric as you secure it under the presser foot, but also it raises the presser 
 foot slightly higher than its standard position and lowers the feed dog giving you extra room to move bulky fabrics under the foot. 

 

2. Adjust Presser Foot Pressure 
If you find your fabric still isn’t moving smoothly under your presser foot, try decreasing 
the presser foot pressure.  This is especially helpful for sewing particularly thick fabrics. 

 

If your fabric needs a little extra help moving smoothly under the presser foot, choose a 
Dual Feed presser foot such as the #8D.  The Dual Feed mechanism engages an arm that 
moves in sync with the feed dogs to pull fabric from the top as the feed dog. 

 

 For bulkiest fabrics, it’s time to break out Walking Foot 
#50.  Similar to dual feed feet, the walking foot works 
to move the fabric through from the top as well as 
underneath using the feed dog.  One advantage to the 
walking foot is that it covers five times the surface 
area as Dual Feed and helps to prevent shifting of 
layers.  It’s great for “sticky” materials or fabrics that 
might grab like waxed canvas, laminated 
cotton/canvas, or thick vinyl. 
 

5. Jeans Needle 
As with any kind of sewing, using the right needle is key!  For most heavy duty sewing, you will want to use a 
needle size no smaller than a 90/14, and you may choose to go as large as 110/18.  A thicker needle will hold 
up to heavier fabrics. 

Also consider the needle type.  A jeans needle is designed with a slightly larger eye to accommodate heavy 
threads.  It also has a long, slender sharp point to penetrate through thick, tightly woven fabrics like denim, 
twill, or canvas.  There are specialty needles for many types of bulky fabric including leather.    Cont. on page 9 

 

You won’t find the machines and packages at our Black Friday sale in this 
newsletter, but you will find some crazy good savings on some really great 
stuff!    Call or visit Pine Ridge Sewing to learn more… 

Coming Soon 

https://www.bernina.com/en-US/Products-US/BERNINA-products/Accessories/Presser-Feet/Hems-and-topstitching/Jeans-foot-8?utm_source=weallsew&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=Will_it_Sew_Layers
https://www.bernina.com/en-US/Products-US/BERNINA-products/Accessories/Presser-Feet/Hems-and-topstitching/Jeans-foot-8D?utm_source=weallsew&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=Will_it_Sew_Layers
https://weallsew.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2018/09/Heavy-Duty-Sewing-800-x-1200-BERNINA-We-All-Sew-Blog-08-jeans-needles.jpg
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How Much Thread?! 
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New overlocker owners are often nervous when they realize FOUR spools of thread are needed to sew the most common 4-thread 
overlock construction seam.  Perhaps you’re thinking that it’s going to cost a fortune for thread.  However, once you understand how 
your serger works, you can make informed, economical choices about choosing thread colors. 

 Which Thread Will I Be Able to See? 

Try threading your serger with different colors of thread (YELLOW, GREEN, RED, BLUE) for a 3- or 4-
thread overlock seam, sew a sample seam, and press it.  While three or four threads are used for 
these common seams, you will see that only the thread in the left, outermost needle shows on the 
right side of the fabric when the seam is pulled.  The rest of the thread colors will often never be 
seen.  

Unless the seams in your project are going to show, or the item will be judged (4H competition), it 
may not be necessary to match all your threads.  Think of a pillowcase.  The thread colors used for 
the 4-thread overlock construction seam hardly show, and colorful inside seams just add a little 
personality to your project! 

Here are 5 Serger Thread Tips for selecting thread colors that may save you a few dollars. 

 Serger Thread Tip #1 

The most basic serger thread palette which will cover most serger projects is: 

• 4 White Spools 

• 4 Neutral Colors – creams or grays or mix and match a combination of each 

• 4 Darks – 4 blacks or 1 black, 1 navy, 1 chocolate brown and 1 charcoal gray 

A complete set of white thread will ensure there is no shadowing when sewing on white fabric. 
Having a set of four neutral colors is a quilter’s trick – they use cream or gray thread colors to 
sew on just about every color of the rainbow.  Four dark serger threads will cover just about 
everything else. 

Serger Thread Tip #2 

Serger loopers are thread hogs.  Use the two serger spools with the most thread in the upper 
and lower looper positions and save spools that are nearly empty for needle positions. 

 

 

Serger Thread Tip #3 

If you only have two spools of serger thread but need to serge a 4-thread overlock stitch, wind the serger thread onto two bobbins.  
Place the full bobbins in the right and left needle positions and the two spools of serger thread in the upper and lower looper positions. 

Serger Thread Tip #4 

If your project is a unique fabric color, and you do not want to purchase four spools of serger thread that you are unlikely to use again, 
reach for a regular size spool of sewing thread.  Place the matching spool on the outside needle.  The outside needle position is the one 
that needs to match the fabric. 

Serger Thread Tip #5 

 

Pine Ridge Sewing stocks a wide variety of colors of 

Maxi-lock Serger thread for all your overlocking needs.  
Maxi-Lock, a 50 wt. 100% spun polyester thread that 
comes in 3000-yard cones, is used by major serger 
manufacturers to test their machines and for 
demonstrations.  The soft finish disguises a strength that 
holds up under the most vigorous seamwork, and the 
consistency makes it easy to set and maintain tension. 
 

Quality serger threads make a difference. Eliminate frustration by skipping 
the bargain brand serger thread and allow your serger to do its best work for 
you by feeding it quality thread. 
 



 

  

Rotary Cutters, Mats, and Rulers…Oh My! 
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To a seasoned quilter, these tools are as familiar as a fork, knife, and spoon.  But using them properly is a learned skill, and it’s 
important that everyone has a basic understanding of these important yet respect-worthy tools. 

To achieve perfectly straight and accurate cuts, you need to use a rotary cutter, self-healing mat, and quilting ruler.  This trifecta of cutting 
has changed the quilting world by simplifying the cutting process.  No more hand tracing templates then hand cutting quilt pieces.  Just 
line up your fabric along one of the grid lines of a cutting mat, place the ruler where it’s needed to make a cut, and shhh-zing!, a quilt piece 
is ready to sew.  The real trick to this is getting the right supplies. 

What is a Rotary cutter? 

If a pizza cutter and a scalpel had an affair, the result would be the rotary cutter.  This 
blade-wheel, used on a self-healing mat, can make precise cuts through several layers of 
fabric at once.  For straight cuts, it is guided with a quilting ruler. 

 There are two things to consider when purchasing a rotary cutter. 

1.  Safety  -  A rotary cutter has two types of safety covers. Most rotary cutters come with 

a manual retractable blade cover that you open for use and close when finished.  A few 

manufacturers make cutters that have blade covers designed to sheath when you let 

go of the handle.  Keep in mind that a cutter left uncovered can cause serious injury if 

you brush it with your hand or it’s knocked to the floor. 

2.  Size  -  Blade size matters.  While rotary blades come in a variety of sizes, new quilters only need a 45mm rotary cutter for beginner 

projects. 

• 28mm Rotary Cutters are designed for cutting small pieces and curved pieces. 

• 45mm Rotary Cutters are perfect for cutting through one or two layers of fabric.  This is your best choice for your first rotary 

cutter. Personally, I used this size for a long time before I moved to a larger one. 

• 60mm Rotary Cutters will cut through several layers of fabric at one time.  Once you have made a few quilts, you will want to 

invest in a larger rotary cutter. 

TIP:  Periodically clean your mat with room temperature water, a few drops of 
dish soap, and a soft bristle brush to remove fuzz and keep the surface fresh. 
 

What is a Self-Healing Mat? 

A self-healing mat protects the table or countertop from the sharp rotary blade and is 

specially made to resist cuts and scratches to its surface so that it stays smooth longer.  

Mats are available in many sizes from several manufacturers; these are great options 

for beginning quilters. 

• 24″ X 36″ Double-Sided Cutting Mat  -  If you have a place to store it flat, this 

mat will last for years and handle almost any sized project. 

• 12″ x 18″ Double-Sided Cutting Mat  -  Since most quilt pieces aren’t that 

large, this size will fit most quilting needs and can easily be stored. 

• Rotating Cutting Mat  -  Although not essential, this mat allows you to cut 

smaller pieces without having to turn the fabric which simplifies quick cuts 

when sewing. 

What is an Acrylic Quilting Ruler? 

This tool is marked as a ruler along the length and width, is made of thick plastic, and has 

three jobs:  

1. Measure the fabric (that’s right— the grid lines on your mat are mostly for show)  

2. Guide the rotary cutter  

3. Keep the rotary cutter AWAY FROM YOUR FINGERS  

There are so many different quilting rulers!   If you have the budget and space, there is a 

quilting ruler to ease almost any cutting dilemma.  However, you can get by with some basic 

rulers while you grow your skills. 

• 6.5″ x 24.5″ Ruler  If your budget only allows for one ruler, this is the size to get.  

• 4″ x 14″ Ruler This size makes smaller cuts easier because you’re not wrangling a 

long ruler around a tiny scrap of fabric. 

 

https://www.seasonedhomemaker.com/product/28mm-rotary-cutter/
https://amzn.to/2fySQUI
https://www.seasonedhomemaker.com/product/ergonomic-60mm-rotary-cutter/
https://www.seasonedhomemaker.com/product/olfa-24-x-36-double-sided-self-healing-rotary-mat/
https://www.seasonedhomemaker.com/product/olfa-12-x-18-rotary-mat/
https://www.seasonedhomemaker.com/product/rotating-rotary-cutting-mat/
https://www.seasonedhomemaker.com/product/creative-grids-6-5-x-24-5-quilting-ruler/
https://www.seasonedhomemaker.com/product/creative-grids-4-x-14-quilting-ruler/


  

Rotary Cutters, Mats, and Rulers…     
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Do You Need Square Rulers? 

Quilt blocks are square and owning square rulers means perfectly square squares.  The point to any quilting 
ruler is achieving an accurate cut.  Make this a priority, and you’ll know which rulers are the best for you. 
 

Using a Rotary Cutter 

• Use the proper equipment.   

• Keep your fingers well away from the blade. 

• You will have to change the blade periodically— follow the directions that come with your cutter, 
and do this very, very carefully.   

• Never, ever cut when you’re tired, upset, jittery, or tipsy.  

• Consider using a protective glove on your ruler hand if you’re nervous or unsteady with knives.   

• ALWAYS cut away from your body.  

• Also, ALWAYS, ALWAYS, close the blade guard when you set your rotary cutter down.  Just a brush 
from your arm, a pet’s paw or a child’s finger can result in a serious injury. 

Use the ruler, not the mat, to measure your fabric. 

• First, make sure the leading edge of your fabric is straight with the grain.  Use the 
markings on the mat as cross-reference for this— lining up the fabric on the mat, then 
using the ruler to make sure the edge is cut straight.   

• Next, line up the ruler to cut your fabric.  Lay the ruler so it is on your mat next to your 
fabric.  You’re going to count from that front edge of the ruler as you slide it across 
the fabric.  

 
 Here, is an example of cutting a 3 ¼ inch square.  

• Slide the ruler over the fabric until the three and a quarter inch line is ON the fabric.  
The fabric should not extend past the line, but the line should be ON the fabric.   

• If you are right-handed, move your ruler from left to right using your right hand to cut.  
If you use your left hand to cut, you’ll begin at the other end of your mat and work 
from right to left, following the same steps.  

 
 

Position the rotary cutter at a 45-degree angle to 
the mat, rest the blade against the ruler, and, with a 
smooth motion, cut the fabric.  You can cut multiple 
layers of fabric at a time.  If the cut is jagged, or you 
must “saw” the fabric, it’s time to change your 
blade…carefully! 
 

One last note:  If you are using a 
template ruler where the ruler 
edges help create the 
measurement, make sure the edge 
is fully on the fabric, just like the 
line.  
 

One More Tip for Perfect Fabric Cuts 

MAKE SURE ALL YOUR RULERS ARE THE SAME BRAND. 

Accuracy becomes the byproduct.  When you use the right tools, you’ll get beautiful results. 
 
 

https://amzn.to/2RAKWfa


  

So Many Hoops 

Every BERNINA embroidery machine comes with at least one and usually more hoops. Plus, there are additional hoops to purchase. 
But do you really need multiple hoops? 
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Before answering that 
question, let’s look at the 
hoops BERNINA offers.  The 
chart to the right shows 
standard and optional 
hoops for the current line 
of BERNINA embroidery 
machines.  The main 
difference between hoops 
are their sizes.  From small 
to jumbo, the sizes increase 
to allow you to stitch larger 
and larger designs without 
re-hooping. 

One Size Does NOT Fit All 

You may think that all you need is one large hoop that can stitch all designs from small to large.  But for the best stitched design, select a 
hoop as close to the design size as possible.  This reduces the likelihood of the fabric pulling toward the center of the hoop, which helps 
to prevent puckering and gaps in the design.  The shape of your hoop also makes a difference in the finished design.  An oval hoop 
provides the most evenly distributed tension with the best stitching results especially for stitch-intensive items such as freestanding lace. 

When Two is Better Than One 

If you often embroider thick items such as towels or velvet, you may want to keep two hoops of each size – two small, two medium, and 
two large hoops.  Use one set of each for heavy or thick fabrics, which will stretch sooner, and one set for lighter weight fabrics.  When 
you have more than one hoop of the same size, mark the inner and outer rings of each set with a different color permanent marker to 
ensure a correct match – and best fit –every time. 

 
 Embroidery Area vs Hoop Size 

Before stitching a design, it is critical 
to know what the machine size 
limitations are, including the 
“Embroidery Area” and how it 
corresponds to hoop size. 

The Embroidery Area is the largest 
continuous workspace on your 
machine.  Hoop Size corresponds to 
how large the embroidery area is for 
that specific hoop.  Most machines 
come with more than one hoop, 
allowing you to decide which hoop is 
best suited for the project, i.e., baby 
socks with the small hoop.  

The Hoop Size is not the 
measurement of the plastic frame, 
rather the embroidery area inside the 
hoop.  
 

For example, largest embroidery area on 
the BERNINA 790 Plus  is 8.3″ x 15.7″ and 
it comes with three hoops: 

• Small – 72 mm x 50 mm  

(2.83″ x 1.96″) 

• Medium – 100 mm x 130 mm  

(4″ x 5″) 

• Large oval – 145 mm x 255 mm  

(5.8″ x 10.2″) 

Notice the embroidery area (8.3″ x 15.7″) 
is much larger than the largest 
hoop (5.8″ x 10.2″) listed. These two 
additional hoops will take advantage of 
that larger embroidery area.: 

• Midi – 165 mm x 265 mm             

(6.5″ x 10.5″) 

• Maxi – 210 mm x 400 mm             

(8.3″ x 15.7″) 

 

https://www.bernina.com/en-US/Products-US/BERNINA-products/Sewing-Quilting-and-Embroidery/BERNINA-7-Series/NEW-BERNINA-790-PLUS?utm_source=weallsew&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=post_embroider_along_part_four
https://www.bernina.com/en-US/Products-US/BERNINA-products/Accessories/Accessories-for-Embroidery-Machines/Midi-embroidery-hoop?utm_source=weallsew&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=post_embroider_along_part_four
https://www.bernina.com/en-US/Products-US/BERNINA-products/Accessories/Accessories-for-Embroidery-Machines/Midi-embroidery-hoop?utm_source=weallsew&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=post_embroider_along_part_four
https://www.bernina.com/en-US/Products-US/BERNINA-products/Accessories/Accessories-for-Embroidery-Machines/Maxi-embroidery-hoop?utm_source=weallsew&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=post_embroider_along_part_four
https://www.bernina.com/en-US/Products-US/BERNINA-products/Accessories/Accessories-for-Embroidery-Machines/Maxi-embroidery-hoop?utm_source=weallsew&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=post_embroider_along_part_four


  

6. Height Compensation Tool 

A useful and often overlooked tool in your accessory bag is the height 

compensation tool. This tool features several pieces of plastic in varying 

thicknesses on a swivel hinge.  When sewing and approaching a thicker 

section of fabric (like a super bulky seam), stop with the needle down 

just before the bulky section, raise the presser foot using the FHS, and 

place the height compensation tool under the presser foot but behind 

the needle.  This will make it so that the foot isn’t having to angle 

upward to work across the bulk. 

 

So Many Hoops  
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Design size 

Knowing your Embroidery Area allows you to purchase embroidery designs with confidence.  
Most designers will list the Hoop Size along with the actual embroidery measurements.  The 
Hoop Size gives the buyer an idea of which hoop is closest to the design size. For example: 

• 5″ x 7″ actual embroidery area is 5.60″ x 4.89″ (use the Large oval 5.8″ x 10.2″ hoop) 

• 6” x 10”  actual embroidery area is 7.11″ x 6.19″ (use the Midi 6.5″ x 10.5″ hoop) 

What about your machine? 

• What is your Embroidery Area? 

• Which hoops do you have, and which would you like to add to your collection? 

Jot these measurements down in a your embroidery journal to help in  
deciding which designs can be stitched on your embroidery machine. 
 

Hoop Size 

Design Size 

 

Will It Sew Through All the Layers?   Continued from Page 4 
 

Once you’ve sewn through the bulk, again raise the presser foot using the FHS 
with the needle down, place the height compensation tool under the presser foot 
but ahead of the needle. Hold it in place (not moving back with the fabric) until 
the bulky seam is completely clear from the back of the presser foot. 

With these tools and tricks in mind,  
there’s no project too tough for you and your BERNINA! 

 
 

BERNINA Crystal Editions 

SPARKLING MACHINES, GLAMOUROUS EXTRAS 
                                                                                  coming soon 

https://www.bernina.com/en-US/Products-US/BERNINA-products/Accessories/Accessories-for-Embroidery-Machines/Midi-embroidery-hoop?utm_source=weallsew&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=post_embroider_along_part_four
https://www.brewersewing.com/p-1027970-vintage-mccalls-journal.aspx
https://weallsew.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2018/09/Heavy-Duty-Sewing-1200-x-600-BERNINA-We-All-Sew-Blog-09-HCT-part-one.jpg
https://weallsew.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2018/09/Heavy-Duty-Sewing-1200-x-800-BERNINA-We-All-Sew-Blog-10-HCT-part-two.jpg


 
   

  

  

7031 State Rte 322 
Windsor, OH 44099 

 

 
 

Find us on:                     Pineridgesewing.com 

 
 

Phone:    440-272-5310 

 

Unleash your creativity with 
the power of BERNINA 

 

 

 

Pine Ridge Sewing Machines 
servicing all brands. 
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