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You are enthusiastically invited to attend the  
"Hearts in Action: Celebrating Kindness - Honoring Volunteers" 
2025 GFWC Great Lakes Region Conference October 10 - October 12, 2025 

Embassy Suites by Hilton, 2700 Corporate Exchange Drive, 43231 

Welcome to Ohio! 
The members of GFWC Ohio are excited to welcome you to their home state and share 

“Living the Volunteer Spirit” with you. 

Join us Thursday evening for a casual Meet & Greet if you're arriving early (6:30 – 8:30) 

 

Friday's guided tour (bus leaves at 9:15 am) and includes:        (must have at least 40 registered) 
 

 A visit to the Ohio Statehouse, featuring the historic Ladies' Gallery, honoring women in Ohio's 

legislative history — including GFWC Ohio matriarch Ethel G. Swanbeck. 

 Lunch at Old Bag of Nails, a charming pub known for its fish and chips. (Individual checks provided) 

 A tour of Franklin Park Conservatory and Botanical Gardens, featuring stunning gardens, Dale 

Chihuly glass art, and live glassblowing. 

The tour will end with an optional drop-off at Easton Town Center (shopping galore!). Shuttle info to 

return will be provided. 

 We’ll be joined by GFWC President Suellen Brazil and President-elect Wendy Carriker as we 

“Educate, Engage, and Empower” our region! 
 

Registration will be open or as needed: 

Thursday, October 9: 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM 

Friday, October 10: 8:00 – 10:00 AM & 3:00 - 6:00 PM 

Saturday, October 11: 8:00 AM -9:00 AM (or as needed) 
 

Thursday evening- 6:30 – 8:30 PM There will be a “Meet and Greet” in the Short North. The Ohio members 

will serve some special treats and libations. 

Friday morning 9:00 AM the bus will leave the hotel at 9:15 AM for our scheduled guided tour of the Ohio 

Statehouse, then on to the Old Bags of Nails, where you can choose from the menu and pay your own tickets. 

Our last stop on the tour will be a guided tour of the Franklin Park Conservatory. You will return to the hotel 

at approximately 3:30 PM, just in time for the Great Lakes Region Board Meeting scheduled to start at 4:15 PM 

in the Cardinal Room. Those not serving on the BOD there is an optional drop-off at the Easton Town Center 

for some shopping but you will need to find your own way back to the hotel. (Shuttle service info will be 

provided). 

Please wear your GFWC emblematic apparel during the tour or the sightseeing. 

Friday afternoon 4:15 PM The GFWC Great Lakes Region Board of Directors will meet from 4:15-5:00 

PM. Officers, Chairmen, Committee members, and Region representatives who are scheduled to give reports at 

the Board Meeting and/or during the Conference are asked to send your reports to GLR Secretary, Candy 

Godbee and copy GLR President, Rose Logston before Tuesday, October 5th. If you cannot do this, bring two 

copies to this meeting. 

OFFICIAL CALL TO THE 2025 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
OF THE GFWC GREAT LAKES REGION 

October 10 - October 12, 2025 

ROSE LOGSTON, GFWC GLR President 



2  

Friday evening 5:00 - 7:00 PM Embassy Suites Complimentary Reception and a large area to provide the 

opportunity to catch up with long-time friends and make new ones. You will be able to socialize with GFWC 

International President Suellen Brazil and President-elect Wendy Carriker before we enjoy the “Ohio the Heart 

of All” state night dinner. (Special request: Wear something with RED on it, if you can.) 

6:45 PM Processional participants will organize in the hall in front of the Buckeye Ballroom 

After dinner, GFWC Ohio members will host a reception honoring GFWC and GLR officers. 

 

Saturday 9:00 AM the opening ceremonies of the 2025 “Hearts in Action: Celebrating Kindness – 

Honoring Volunteers” Great Lakes Region Conference will begin with the “Great Eight” processional. The 

Business Session will include reports from the GFWC Chairmen and/or Committee members representing our 

Region on the GFWC Board of Directors. These representatives will present platform workshops and 

presentations while sharing great information with us. The election of officers for the 2026-2028 administration 

will take place, and we will hear from our 2025 LEADS graduates. We will also have a little fun time getting to 

know each other better. 

Saturday 12:00 PM “Savor the Moments: The Power of Positive Connections” Luncheon will celebrate 

our affiliates and welcome our keynote speaker, GFWC President-elect Wendy Carriker. More reports, 

workshops, and presentations will follow. And of course, some fun! 

Saturday 4:30 PM – 5:30 PM Incoming 2026-2028 leaders will meet with GFWC President-elect Wendy 

Carriker. This will include 2026-2028 Region President, State Presidents, and State Directors of Junior Clubs 

Saturday 4:30 PM -6 PM “Tea and Talk” time in the GLR President’s room #223 and Short North 

(Maybe something stronger than tea) 

Last chance to visit our “Vendors” Vendors will be open until 7:00 PM - please support them 

Saturday evening 5:00 - 7:00 PM Embassy Suites Complimentary Reception 

Processional forms at 6:45 pm in Buckeye Ballroom hallway 

Saturday 7:00 PM “Serving with Heart: Celebration of Kindness, Friendship, and the Volunteer Spirit” 

dinner. Suellen Brazil, GFWC International President, will be our keynote speaker. We will honor our 2026 

GFWC Jennie nominees. After dinner some more special music and some fundraising fun! 

Sunday morning 9:00 AM – 11:30 AM 

Inspirational Music by Harriett Groh, GFWC GLR Music Chairman 

Join us at this closing session where we’ll hear the exciting reports from the GLR “Great Eight” and others. We 

will have the Memorial Service and remember our friends and loved ones whom we have lost in the past year. 

Remember to send the names of any members your club lost so we can honor their contribution to GFWC. 

There will be some closing words from our GFWC Officers and the invitation to the 2026 Conference in 

Wisconsin, before we adjourn the 2025 GFWC Great Lakes Region Conference. 

DRESS FOR THE WEEKEND 

When traveling, remember to wear your GFWC logo wear and membership pin. 

Friday – Comfortable clothes & walking shoes –Wear your GFWC Apparel. We want residents and visitors 

of Columbus to ask “what is GFWC”. And since the Governor of Ohio has a ceremonial office in the 

Statehouse, you may have a chance to meet him! 

Friday Board of Directors Meeting- Come as you have been for the day. 

Friday Evening – After 5 Cocktail Dresses or Pant Suits   Special Request: add a little RED to your attire. 

Saturday – Business Casual or if you have any affiliate related logo clothing please wear it as we will be 

celebrating our affiliates 

Saturday Evening – After 5 Cocktail Dresses or Pant Suits 

Sunday Morning- Travel Wear with GFWC emblematic pins or logos. 

OTHER HELPFUL INFORMATION 

GFWC Great Lakes Region Fundraising – we will have some fundraising at various times throughout the 

weekend. There will be a Split the Pot on Friday evening, then Saturday evening after dinner we will have a live 

and interactive fundraising party. 
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GFWC Great Lakes Region would like to request your support in our fundraising efforts. We are requesting 

gift card donations to support our "Quarter Auction" on Saturday evening. Gift cards must be from national 

chain stores such as Cracker Barrel, Lowes, Target, Wendy’s, Walmart, or Starbucks, to name a few. ($10.00 or 

more in value.) We will collect the cards at registration, and if you wish to support Great Lakes Region but 

cannot attend, please give them to your state president or another attending member. In advance of the 

Conference, the fundraising committee would like to thank you for your generosity. 

State Presidents & Directors of Junior Clubs – Please be prepared to present a report of not more than three 

minutes. GLR Vice-President Loretta Caron will contact you with more detailed information. 

Please remember to bring your state flag, pole, and stand for Saturday morning opening ceremonies. The 

flag bearer is to wear white gloves. 

Deadlines – Please adhere to the GLR and Hotel deadlines as listed on the Registration Form. The hotels 

are no longer preparing meals for additional attendees so get your reservations in on time and be sure 

and make your selections, if offered. 

 

Please share this Call with all the members in your state and club.  

Encourage them to join us in OHIO. 

 

“Bring One – Get One” If you bring a member who has never attended a GLR 

Region Conference, you and your “newbie” will each receive one entry into a 
drawing for a new designer purse with matching wallet. The entries will have 
been saved from Michigan and the drawing will be held at the close of the GLR 
Conference in Ohio in 2025. (Purse and wallet donated by GLR President Rose Logston) 

Please consider making a donation to the GLR IDS Day on the registration sheet. 
In order for us to evaluate our impact we decided we would offer you the 
opportunity to contribute in time for us to make the donation on September 27th 
on behalf of the GFWC Great Lakes Region. Thank you very much! 

 
Hotel Reservation deadline is September 9, 2025 
Embassy Suites by Hilton, 2700 Corporate Exchange Drive, Columbus, OH 43231  

614-890-8600 All suites are $139.00 per night (all have pull out sofas in separate rooms) 

https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/cmhcees-fwc-4828956e-b940-4050-
a017-82b9c643723d/ 

Registration Deadline is the same as the hotel reservations, postmarked on or 
before September 9th, 2025 

https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/cmhcees-fwc-4828956e-b940-4050-a017-82b9c643723d/
https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/cmhcees-fwc-4828956e-b940-4050-a017-82b9c643723d/
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REGISTRATION FORM 

GFWC GREAT LAKES REGION CONFERENCE 

October 10h - October 12th, 2025 

https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/cmhcees-

fwc-4828956e-b940-4050-a017-82b9c643723d/                   

 
 

 

 
Name:            

Address:    E-mail        

City:   State:    Zip:      

Phone:  Officer/Chairman:     

Club/District/State Affiliation:     /    /    

Registration Fee:     $35.00 $    

A late fee of $25 will be added with a postmark after the due date of September 9, 2025 $  

Mark here if you plan to attend the “Meet and Greet” (the room will be open 6:30 – 8:30 PM)    

 

Friday – Bus Tour Downtown Columbus  Bus leaves at 9:15 AM   (Min. 40) 
(includes transportation, Admittance to Franklin Park & tour guides) $50.00 $   

Friday – Ohio State Night – “Ohio the Heart of It All” Dinner 
Apricot Pork $44.00 $  
Chicken Piccata  $44.00  $     

Vegetarian Option: Penne Primavera   $44.00   $  
Saturday –Savor the Moment: The Power of Positive Connections Lunch $35.00 $   

Buffet served in the hotel restaurant – you can eat in that area or return to the Ballroom with your food 

Saturday – Serving with Heart: A Celebration of Kindness, Friendship, and the Volunteer 
Beef Pot Roast $44.00 $  

Shrimp Scampi Pasta $44.00 $  

Vegetarian Option: Five Cheese Lasagna  $44.00  $   

All regular meals will have a starch, vegetable, salad, and dessert – vegan meals will have deserts & salads 

Mini Mart Space – State/District, Club Fundraising $10.00 $  

Donation for the GLR International Day of Service (GFWC Survivors Scholarships) $  
 

Total Enclosed $  

Please indicate all dietary restrictions:   
, 

Make Checks Payable to: GFWC Ohio or pay by Venmo- @Carol-Christy-1 

Send Registration To: Carol Christy applepie792@yahoo.com (513) 649-5775 

Send to: 2545 El Comino Drive, Middletown, OH 45044 

Registration must be postmarked by September 9, 2025 

Are you a first-time attendee?      50+ yrs.    

Embassy Suites by Hilton Columbus    614-890-8600 

2 700 Corporate Exchange Drive, Columbus, OH 43231  

   

   

     
Phone: 

 

  

 

Complimentary made to order Breakfast 6:00 until 9:30 am Friday & 7:00 until 10:30 am Sat & Sun 

https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/cmhcees-fwc-4828956e-b940-4050-a017-82b9c643723d/
https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/cmhcees-fwc-4828956e-b940-4050-a017-82b9c643723d/
mailto:applepie792@yahoo.com

