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The trails committee has had a successful end of the year run. 
Three work parties and two recons were completed during No-
vember and December 2021. On Dec. 2nd, a well-attended trails 
committee meeting was held with a great sharing of ideas.

We had a great turnout for the Water User’s Parking Area Clean-
up and everyone stuck around to enjoy the Post Work Party BBQ 
put on by the Fundraising and Special Events Committee. Thank 
you to everyone who came out to work, and a special thank you 
to Shirley, Shirley, and Chris for providing such a great meal. Our 
Dutchman recon ride was successful, although the condition of 
the trail was disappointing. Thank you again to the seventeen 
people who made the Dutchman recon possible.

Looking forward, we are planning another work party for Arizo-
na Trail North #18A, which would pick up where we left off on 
the far end of Whitford Canyon extending to the stone corrals. 
We plan to complete at least one more work party on the Dutch-
man Trail, and possibly a 2-night, pack-in camp/work party, de-
veloped from the recon on Dec. 16th. Other work parties were 
identified from our previous recons, but we are in need of equip-
ment to accomplish these. We have reached out to the Forest Ser-
vice to acquire some 
of the equipment 
needed. Starting in 
January, we have sev-
eral pack-support re-
quests, which we are 
going to do our best 
to honor.

ROY ALISOGLU

EVBCH 
Trails Committee

trails@evhbc.org

Photo top right:
Top: Water Users Parking 
Area Cleanup Crew.

Center: The Dutchman Trail 
Recon Riders.

Bottom right: Shirley, Shir-
ley and Chris prepared the 
food for the Post Work 
Party BBQ.

Photo1: Charlette Augus-
tin hard at work. 

Photo2: Thick over-
growth on the Dutch-
man Trails.
.
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In the last month I have attend a conference call and an in-per-
son meeting.  The phone conference was scheduled by Cheryl 
Cormack, Recreation Specialist from the Globe Ranger District to 
discuss who is doing trail maintenance in Arnett and Telegraph 
Canyons, and on the AZ Trail.  The Sun City hiking club is the “offi-
cial” group overseeing the maintenance on these 3 trails.  Cheryl 
asked if I would check out the area of AZ Trail where it crosses FSR 
4.  I have since done that, sending Cheryl pictures for places to 
put signs to discourage ATV and dirt bike use of the AZ Trail.
The in-person meeting was held near the Old Pinal City area.  
There were approximately 30 in attendance, representing moun-
tain bikers, hikers, mountain climbers, the city of Superior, plus 2 
forest service reps.  We were given a tour of the area, lots of dis-
cussion on possible long-term improvements to the area – more 
parking, a picnic area, campground, and trails linking to Arnett.  
All these ideas are just suggestions for now.  
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ANN ADKINS

EVBCH Liaison to the LOST 
(Legends Of Superior Trails) 

LOSTliaison@evbch.org

Recreational Users Group (RUG) 
The RUG is currently meeting quarterly.  The next meeting 
should be in January 2022.
ACTION:  Look for the report of the January 2022 RUG meeting 
in the Newsletter.

Superior Tourism and Recreation Team (START)
The START facilitators, Southwest Decision Resources, expect the 
kickoff meeting to be held in mid to late January 2022.
ACTION:  Look for the report on the initial START meeting in the 
February 2022 newsletter.

ELIZABETH BUTLER  

EVBCH representative 
to RUG and START

startliason@evbch.org

I am on the Trails Operation Committee, and also on a “Water 
Subcommittee”.  The full Committee has not met since last May.  
The Water Subcommittee has met a couple times this fall.  We 
are trying to rate all water sources on the AZT and get AZT app 
in line with other apps that hikers use.  We also recommended 
that the AZT install rain collectors at 3 locations on the trail: 
Freeman Road on Section 15, Redington Pass on Section 10, and 
the Babbitt Ranch on Section 35.  I expect that the full Committee 
will meet sometime in January.  

BILL VICARY

EVBCH Liaison to the 
Arizona Trail Association

AZTliaison@evbch.org

from ABC Lettering LLC! 
The T-shirts will be available in 
5 colors and 5 sizes and will be 
available to size and order at 
the January 11 General Meet-
ing. Cost per shirt is $20.

The Tshirts must be pre-or-
dered and will be ready for 
pick-up at the Membership 
Booth during the Family Fun 
Festival. 

T-Shirts!
We are excited to 

offer EVBCH 

Courage is being scared to death 
and saddling up anyway. 
					     John Wayne
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Pecos Pete writes, 

“Dear Ramblin’ Rose, 
My new lady friend — real spry 
— seems to want to keep me 
around. Lord knows why. She keeps telling me I need to carry 
a medical information card on my person when I am out riding. 
What’s the big deal? I have been riding a long time and have nev-
er been dumped or busted up. Is she just being overly protec-
tive?”

Dear Pete,
We can’t predict when an emergency will occur, so everyone 
should be prepared. These days when an emergency happens 
on the trail, and someone needs medical attention, it’s critical 
that other riders in your group, first responders and medical ser-
vice providers have quick access to pertinent health information. 
It’s important to make sure your key health information is up-to-
date, accurate, and handy for those who may need it.

East Valley Back Country Horsemen have a Medical Card on their 
website evbch.org that you can download and fill-in. Some folks 
laminate the health card. The medical card is best kept on your 
person — the saddle bag is probably on your nag, running off 
down the trail. So, yes, your new friend IS being protective, but 
also smart, and she definitely has your best interest in mind. Car-
rying a medical information card and telling those you ride with 
about any medical conditions you might have, such as diabetes, 
allergies, blood thinners, pacemakers, etc., could save your life in 
case of an emergency.

Ask 

LEAVE NO TRACE Tip #5 

Left photo: Pan fire. Right photo: Mound fire.

If there is no established fire ring, consider using a fire pan or 
create a mound fire. (Visit YouTube or lnt.org for more info) By 
using portable camp stoves for cooking, you can earn a Smokey 
Bear pat on the back!  

Campfires… we love them.  However, before you anticipate 
a big “cowboy” fire, there’s critical factors to consider. First 
question: Is it necessary? Warmth and cooking are some valid 
reasons.  Warm clothes and cook stoves can take care of that, but 
ambiance is another story.  As outdoors folks, we always keep 
our eyes on the weather and stay informed on fire restrictions.  
We certainly know from our current AZ fires and our program 
speaker, USFS Brad Sorenson, what one spark can do. Before you 
start a fire, can you put it out? Remember the shovel/bucket of 
water… Keep fires small, safe, and manageable.  Only use DOWN 
AND DEAD wrist size wood collected away from camp. Burn fires 
to ash, don’t leave half-burned logs. 

JANUARY TIP OF THE MONTH 

Larry Gowey, a LNT certified instructor will be our program speaker for the Jan. 11th General Meeting. Be sure not to miss it!

Ramblin’ Rose


