
CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY      NOVEMBER 23, 2025 
 

                        GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA) 
                 303 N. Green Bay Rd       Thiensville, WI 53092 
                     Phone: 262-242-1174     www.grace53092.org 
 

       Worship services:   Sundays at 9am,  
                                         Tuesdays at 12:10pm 

                    

CHURCH STAFF 
Bill Beyer – Pastor (C: 262-674-4714) Brian Dearing - Organist/Music Director 
Sandy Luettgen - Administrative Asst. Shonda Schaff - Nursery Attendant 
Fred Lynk - Custodian          Sunday School Coordinator - Kathryn Koppa  
   

 

Our Mission: "Reaching out to all people as Disciples of Christ, we serve God, proclaim our faith,  
and care for all creation." 
 

Vision Statement: At Grace, we strive to Guide and nurture all individuals to be Resilient, Accepting 
Children of God rooted in the Enrichment of God’s word. 
 
Welcome to Worship:  We encourage visitors to talk with our pastor following worship! Know that you are 
always welcome to join us for worship!  If you are interested in becoming a member at any time, please 
contact the pastor. 
 
Communion Instruction: Jesus Christ, present in this Meal of bread and wine, invites every person to 
share in Holy Communion, especially children. Ushers will direct you to the front, where you will come 
forward in an orderly fashion, receive a piece of bread, and then select either the red wine or the white 
grape juice and return to your seat. Gluten-free wafers are also available; talk to the pastor if you 
require gluten-free. If you would prefer not to commune today, you are welcome to come forward with your 
hands crossed to receive a blessing instead. If you would like your children to receive communion 
instruction prior to sharing in this Meal, please talk with the pastor before or after worship. 

 
Offering: Offerings are not taken during worship. There is an offering plate at the back of the sanctuary and 
one near the front for you to drop an offering when you come up for communion. You may also scan the QR 
code on this page to give online. 

 
Hearing Assistance Available: This facility is equipped with a hearing-assistance system. Please see an 
usher for assistance. 

 
Nursery Available: We love to have children in worship with us. For those that play quietly there is a space 
for them to play with quiet toys in worship (the Pray-ground).  A separate staffed nursery is provided for 
healthy children that are more active and like to be a bit louder.  

 
 

Online Giving 

http://www.grace53092.org/
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(♦ = The congregation is invited to stand) 
PRELUDE (Portative Organ): 
1. Jonathan Battishill (1738-1801), “Voluntary in B Flat” 
2. William Boyce (1710-1779), “Voluntary in A Minor” 
3. Thomas Thorley (18th century), “Flute Piece” 
4. Samuel Wesley (1766-1837), “Hornpipe” (from an organ concerto) 
5. Henry Heron (1738-1795), “Cornet Voluntary” 

 
WELCOME  
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP Stan Pethel (arr.), “Together in Thanksgiving” (2013)  
 

Vs. 1      Come before the God of all creation;  
              Bring our thanks and sing our praise. 
              May God’s blessing flow to ev’ry nation; 
              May all children know His grace. 
  
Chorus  Come together in thanksgiving,  
              Make us one community. 
              Come together, praise the one God; 
              Bless and grant us unity. 

 

   Vs. 2 Ev’ry breath and all new life beginning  
 Is created by God’s hand. 
 Ev’ry mountain, ev’ry river flowing 
 Shapes the beauty of our land. 
 
Vs. 3 Come, rejoicing with our joyful anthem,  
 Music for our Lord to hear. 
 Raise our voices to an alleluia, 
 Singling praises loud and clear. 
Coda With thanksgiving, sing, let us sing!  

 
 

♦ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Please stand)  

   P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  C: Amen. 

   P: Let us confess our sin….Most merciful God,  
   C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

   P: In the mercy of almighty God…and of the Holy Spirit.  C: Amen. 
 

♦  GREETING (Please stand) 
P: The grace of our Lord… be with you all.  C: And also with you. 

 

♦  PRAYER OF THE DAY (Please stand) 
   P: Let us pray. (Silence is kept for reflection) O God……the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  C: Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG      You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd                               (ACS 954) 
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FIRST READING   Jeremiah 23:1-6 
     1 Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says 
the LORD. 2 Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who 
shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock and have driven them away, and you 
have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the LORD. 3 Then I 
myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will 
bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4 I will raise up shepherds over 
them who will shepherd them, and they shall no longer fear or be dismayed, nor shall any be 
missing, says the LORD. 
  5 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, 
and he shall reign as king and deal wisely and shall execute justice and righteousness in the 
land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which 
he will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”      
     L: Word of God. Word of Life.    C: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM    Psalm 46  
Refrain:  

 
 

L:  God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
C: Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, and though the mountains 

shake in the depths of the sea; 
 L:   though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
C: There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the 

Most High.   
L:  God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it at the break of day. 
C: The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the earth melts away. R 
L:  The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
C: Come now, regard the works of the Lord, what desolations God has brought upon the 

earth; 
L: behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who breaks the bow, and shatters 

the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
C: “Be still, then, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations; I will be 

exalted in the earth.” 
L: The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. R 
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SECOND READING    Colossians 1:11-20 
     11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, so that you 
may have all endurance and patience, joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you 
to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has rescued us from the power of 
darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, 
the forgiveness of sins. 
  15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, 16 for in him all things in 
heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He himself is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together. 18 He is the head of the body, the church; he is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in 
everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God was 
pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through 
the blood of his cross.     
    L: Word of God. Word of Life.     C: Thanks be to God. 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME   
 

♦ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please stand)         (ACS Setting 11) 

 
 

♦ GOSPEL    Luke 23:33-43 
         P: The holy gospel, according to Luke, the 23rd chapter. 

  C: Glory to You, O Lord.  (The gospel is announced) 
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      33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the 
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 [[Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they 
do not know what they are doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the people 
stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if 
he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and 
offering him sour wine 37 and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There was 
also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 
  39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the 
Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since 
you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been condemned 
justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing 
wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom.” 43 He replied, 
“Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”  
     P: The gospel of our Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

SERMON          
 

♦  HYMN OF THE DAY    Healer of Our Every Ill  (ELW 612) 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P: …. God of mercy,   C: hear our prayer. 
P: We offer these and all our prayers….through Jesus Christ, our Lord. C: Amen. 

 

♦  EUCHARISTIC PRAYER (Please stand)    
P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
P: It is indeed right, our duty…join their unending hymn:  Holy, Holy, Holy (ACS Setting 11)                             
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P: Holy God, you alone are holy …..with every breath.  C: We praise you, O God. 
P:  Generations bless your faithfulness..…into the future. C: We bless you, O God. 
P:  We give you thanks for your dear Son….with us now. C: We thank you, O God. 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed …. we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
P: We pray for the gift of your Spirit…. without end.  C: Amen. 

 

♦  THE LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.      

 

COMMUNION SONG                                                                                        (ACS Setting 11)  
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COMMUNION SONG     Beautiful Savior     (ELW 838) 
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SONG AFTER COMMUNION       (ACS Setting 11) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P: We give you thanks, almighty God … for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  C: Amen. 
 

♦  BLESSING 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  C: Amen. 
 

♦  SENDING SONG   Come, Ye Thankful People, Come  (ELW 693)  
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♦  DISMISSAL (Please stand) 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.    

  

POSTLUDE  (Portative Organ): John Stanley (1713-1780), “Voluntary in E Minor” 
 
See blue sheet for Music Notes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C O P Y R I G H T S 
      

     You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd, Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, © 1991, GIA Publications, Inc. Music: J. Wyeth, 
Music: PICARDY French folk tune; Healer of Our Every Ill, Text and Music: Marty Haugen ©1987 GIA Publications, 
Inc.;. Reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #A717983.  
     Beautiful Savior, Text: Gesangbuch, Munster; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, Music: Silesian folk tune, 19th cent.; Come, Ye 
Thankful People, Come, Text: Henry Alford, Music: Georeg J. Elvey; PUBLIC DOMAIN. 
     Gospel Acclamation, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lamb of God, At Last, Lord from ACS Setting 11. Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS020514. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

This week at Grace 
 

     Sun     11/23 Christ the King Sunday 
  8:15am Chancel Choir Warmup 
  9:00am Worship ~ Chancel Choir Sings 
  10:15am *** NO REHEARSALS *** 
  10:15am Christian Education 
    

   Mon 11/24 6:30pm Scouts 
     

   Tue 11/25 12:10pm Devotional Worship   
  5:30pm Scouts 
 

    Wed     11/26  6:30pm *** NO REHEARSALS *** 
    

   Thu 11/27 Office Closed ~ Happy Thanksgiving! 
       

   Fri 11/28 Office Closed 
                    

   Sat 11/29 9am SBG Band Rehearsal 
  10am Campbell Event in F.H. 
   

     Sun     11/30 8:15am Chancel Choir Warmup 
  9:00am Worship ~ Chancel Choirs Sings 
  10:15am Bell Choir Rehearsal *** NOTE Change from Wednesday *** 
   

Grace’s Welcome Statement: Grace Lutheran Church is a religious community that celebrates 
the gifts of God that empower us to engage in the struggles of life, to care for each other, and to 
serve Christ where we work and live. Grace is a “Reconciling in Christ” congregation, which means 
we welcome the participation of people of all ages, races, ethnic backgrounds, sexual orientations, 
gender identities, education backgrounds, and economic conditions – all who want to join us in 
serving God, proclaiming our faith, and caring for all creation. 
 
Mr. Bob’s Under the Bridge: If you have any new or gently used coats, boots, or other cold 
weather clothing you would like to donate, please consider dropping it off at the church to be 
donated to Mr. Bob’s Under the Bridge. There is a box near the Luther room for these items. 

This Sunday Worship Leaders  
Greeter:    TBD 
Reader:      Michelle Hogan   
Wine:  Kim Nagel, DawnMark Bacon-Johnson 
Usher:    TBD 
Comm. Set Up:   Anna Martin 
Coffee Fellowship:   Ruth & Chuck Marks 

Next Sunday Worship Leaders  
Greeter:    TBD 
Reader:      TBD   
Wine:  Nancy Perez, TBD 
Usher:    TBD 
Comm. Set Up:   JoAnn Holdmann 
Coffee Fellowship:   TBD 
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Poinsettias: You are invited to contribute poinsettias again this year in honor or 
memory of special people in your life. Designations will be printed in the 
Christmas bulletins. There is no cost, but a donation amount of your choice is 
welcome. Forms are on the communication desk. Please order by December 8. 
If you would like to make a donation with your order you can use the QR code, 
or include a check or cash with your order form. 
 
Cookie Sale: Mark your calendar for December 13 for the Cookie Sale here in fellowship hall from 
9am-noon! Watch for details on how you can help with this event. 
 

 El Salvador Scholarship Giving: We continue to 
celebrate our ongoing relationship with Pastor Julio and 
our partner church, Mi Bien Jesus in Puerto Parada, El 
Salvador. Please consider donating to support our college 

scholarship program for members of Pastor Julio’s. You may use this QR code 
to donate online as a giving option. 
 
Cancellations Due to Weather: With the cold weather here already, we want to remind you that 
when the M-T Schools cancel classes due to weather conditions, Tuesday worship, Bible Study, 
and Meals on Wheels will also be cancelled. 
 
Isaiah 55 Food Pantry (All Peoples Church): Donations to the food pantry are appreciated more 
than ever as the need continues to increase. You may drop food  
and hygiene items off in the bins just outside the Luther room.  
 
Endowment Scholarship Applications: The Grace Endowment Board is now accepting 
applications for 2025 from college students for a scholarship to help fund their college expenses. 
The program’s requirements and directions about how to apply are set forth in the application, 
which is located on the communication desk, and can also be found on our website. We encourage 
all members who are enrolled in college to apply for this years’ awards by December 1, 2025. 
Applications may be delivered to the church office or sent to Sandy by email. 
 
Growing in Grace: Families involved in our children's education ministry, don't 
forget to check our ministry website for updates on events, Education classes, and 
volunteer opportunities! You can also email Katy Koppa for updates at 
kathrynkoppa@gmail.com. 
Call 877-232-2376 or use the QR code here. 
 

mailto:kathrynkoppa@gmail.com
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Guest House Sandwiches: We assemble sandwiches for the guests at the 
Guest House twice each month – on the first and third Wednesdays at 9am. Join 
us for this opportunity to serve and to enjoy fellowship with one another on  
December 3 and 17. 
 

Mutual Ministry Team Members: Below are the current Mutual Ministry Team members in the 
event you would like to contact one of these leaders. The MMC is the liaison between the 
congregation, the pastor and other staff. 
 Dan Umhoefer        Theresa Umhoefer   
Matt Junker             Pam Stockbridge   
 

2025 Council: Below are the 2025 Council members in the event you would like to contact one of 
these leaders. 

Ryan Bernard (President): 920-418-5235 
Janie Robbins (VP): 262-646-4628 
Kevin Sibley (Treasurer):  262-302-8182 
JoAnn Holdmann (Secretary): 262-290-1609 

Diana Koppa: 414-254-9983 
David Rockwood: 262-389-4045 
Geri Schesel: 262-227-9251 

 

Sunday Coffee Fellowship Information: We’re looking for friendly faces to help with coffee fellowship 
on Sunday mornings. It’s an easy but important ministry towards hospitality. There is a great guideline 
to follow and support is provided!! Just set up coffee, bring a few treats, one always gluten free, and 
help create a warm, welcoming space for connection after worship. 
If interested, please sign up using one of the following options: 
 · Communication desk signup sheet 

 · Online with SignupGenius using the link in the Grace Notes  

   or the QR code here 
 · Call the office and let Sandy know 

 · Theresa and Jen will also be reaching out by phone as well 

 · You can also reach out to: Jen Bartz ~ 414-550-5231, Theresa Umhoefer ~ 262-227-8840  
 

Worship Volunteers: Calling all readers, wine servers, ushers, greeters, 
communion setup folks and coffee fellowship helpers! There is a hard copy of 
the SignupGenius form on the communication desk for those that find it easier to 
sign up on their way in or out of church. The link sent out in the Grace Notes is still 
active and available, and this QR code can also be used to connect to the Signup 
Genius. Emails and phone calls are always welcome as well. Thank you for all 
your help! 
 

Celebrations last week and this week:  
Birthdays: Antonio Baum – 11/23, Trina Brown – 11/23, Ahaana Dighe – 11/25,  
    Mark Wendling – 11/26, Lila Thornton – 11/28, Katy Koppa – 11/29, Samantha Wolf – 11/29 
Anniversaries: None this week. 
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Prayers: Chevelle Lutze (Veronica Junker's great-niece), Lana (Janie Robbins’s cousin), Andy 
Roehrborn (cousin of Matt Junker), Debbie (friend of Dawn Omernik), Rick Chu (Veronica Junker’s 
uncle), Jerry Karthauser, Judy Schwartz (friend of Delaine Jacobs), David Rauth, Hayley 
Kucharski, Tucker Kucharski, Anna Marie Johnson (friend of Pastor Bill). 

 
 
Music Notes: 

As the Last Prelude, the Chancel Choir presents an arrangement of the tune “Bradbury” (used 
for “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”) by William Bradbury (1816-1868) with a text by retired 
music educator Herb Frombach.  The arranger is Emeritus Professor of Music at Berry College and 
composer of more than 1,400 published works for choir, piano, orchestra and jazz ensemble 
(among other solo instruments and ensembles).  He and his wife Jo Ann, a pianist and music 
educator, have three children and six grandchildren. 

Both the text and the Hymn of the Day were written by Marty Haugen (b. 1950) while residing 
at the Holden Village retreat center in Washington state in response to the Challenger space 
shuttle disaster.  He is a writer of contemporary hymns and liturgies.  His music is widely used in 
Catholic and Lutheran parishes (thou he himself is a member of the United Church of Christ). 

The Prelude and Postlude comprise selections from Old English Organ Music for Manuals 
Vol. 2, edited by C. H. Trevor (1895-1976).  English organs of the 17th and 18th centuries rarely had 
pedal divisions – unlike those of Germany, where Bach pretty much always had pedals.  These 
pieces are by prominent organist/composers of the day.  Jonathan Battishill was also a concert 
tenor in addition to being an organist.  He is considered one of the outstanding 18th century 
composers of church music.  William Boyce (like Beethoven) became deaf but continued to 
compose.  He knew and was respected by Handel, Arne, Gluck, J.C. Bach and a very young 
Mozart.  Little is known about Thomas Thorley, who was active around 1780-1835.  In addition to 
organ compositions, he also wrote popular music.  Samuel Wesley was the son of hymnwriter 
Charles Wesley and the nephew of John Wesley, founder of the Methodists.  He was considered 
one of the most original British composers of his day and spearheaded the popularization of J.S. 
Bach’s music in England.  Henry Heron was a dancing and music teacher in London as well as the 
longtime organist of St. Mary’s Ewell and later at the Church of St. Magnus the Martyr (beside 
London Bridge).  John Staney was nearly blind from the age of two after an accident at home.  He 
studied music from the age of seven with Maurice Green (organist of St. Paul’s Cathedral) and 
become organist at St. Andrew Holborn at age fourteen.  He was the youngest person ever to 
obtain the Bachelor of Music degree from Oxford. 

Next week: First Sunday of Advent.  Chancel Choir warms up at 8:15am and sings for 9:00am 
worship.  Bell Choir rehearses at 10:15am (NOTE CHANGE FROM WEDNESDAY). 
 


