
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY      FEBRUARY 1, 2026 
 

                        GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA) 
                 303 N. Green Bay Rd       Thiensville, WI 53092 
                     Phone: 262-242-1174     www.grace53092.org 
 

       Worship services:   Sundays at 9am,  
                                         Tuesdays at 12:10pm 

                    

CHURCH STAFF 
Bill Beyer – Pastor (C: 262-674-4714) Brian Dearing - Organist/Music Director 
Sandy Luettgen - Administrative Asst. Shonda Schaff - Nursery Attendant 
Fred Lynk - Custodian          Sunday School Coordinator - Kathryn Koppa  
   

 

Our Mission: "Reaching out to all people as Disciples of Christ, we serve God, proclaim our faith,  
and care for all creation." 
 

Vision Statement: At Grace, we strive to Guide and nurture all individuals to be Resilient, Accepting 
Children of God rooted in the Enrichment of God’s word. 
 
Welcome to Worship:  We encourage visitors to talk with our pastor following worship! Know that you are 
always welcome to join us for worship!  If you are interested in becoming a member at any time, please 
contact the pastor. 
 
Communion Instruction: Jesus Christ, present in this Meal of bread and wine, invites every person to 
share in Holy Communion, especially children. Ushers will direct you to the front, where you will come 
forward in an orderly fashion, receive a piece of bread, and then select either the red wine or the white 
grape juice and return to your seat. Gluten-free wafers are also available; talk to the pastor if you 
require gluten-free. If you would prefer not to commune today, you are welcome to come forward with your 
hands crossed to receive a blessing instead. If you would like your children to receive communion 
instruction prior to sharing in this Meal, please talk with the pastor before or after worship. 

 
Offering: Offerings are not taken during worship. There is an offering plate at the back of the sanctuary and 
one near the front for you to drop an offering when you come up for communion. You may also scan the QR 
code on this page to give online. 

 
Hearing Assistance Available: This facility is equipped with a hearing-assistance system. Please see an 
usher for assistance. 

 
Nursery Available: We love to have children in worship with us. For those that play quietly there is a space 
for them to play with quiet toys in worship (the Pray-ground).  A separate staffed nursery is provided for 
healthy children that are more active and like to be a bit louder.  

 
 

Online Giving 

http://www.grace53092.org/
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PRELUDE (Piano) John Carter, Psalm Meditations for Piano (2013) 
1. Psalm 8 
2. Psalm 13 
3. Psalm 23 
4. Psalm 51 
5. Psalm 121 

 

WELCOME  
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP (Men’s Chorus) Nancy Raabe (arr.) “In a Lowly Manger Born” (2014; 
2015, adapted by Christopher Aspas) – Tunes: Mabune, O dass ich tausend Zungen hätte 

 

Vs. 1 In a lowly manger born, humble life began in scorn; 
 Under Joseph’s watchful eye, Jesus grew as you and I; 
 Knew the suff’rings of the weak, knew the patience of the meek; 
 Hungered as but poor folk can; this is He.  Behold the man! 

Vs. 2 Oh, that I had a thousand voices to praise my God with thousand tongues! 
 My heart, which in the Lord rejoices, would then proclaim in grateful songs 
 To all, to all wherever I might be, what great things God has done for me! 

Vs. 3 Visiting the lone and lost, steadying the tempest tossed, 
 Giving of Himself in love, calling minds to things above. 
 Sinners gladly hear His call; publicans before Him fall, 
 For in Him new life began, this is He.  Behold the man! 

Vs. 4 Then to rescue you and me, Jesus died upon the tree. 
 See in Him God’s love revealed; by His passion we are healed. 
 Now He lives in glory bright, lives again in pow’r and might; 
 Come and take the path He trod, son of Mary, son of God. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  
P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity …and our salvation.      C: Amen. 
P: Joined to Christ...now and forever. C: Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG   All My Hope on God Is Founded                                                (ELW 757) 
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GREETING   
P: The grace of our Lord… be with you all.  C: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   
   P: Let us pray. (Silence is kept for reflection) Holy God….Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
   C: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING:  Micah 6:1-8 
 1 Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear 
your voice. 2 Hear, you mountains, the case of the LORD, and you enduring foundations of the 
earth, for the LORD has a case against his people, and he will contend with Israel. 3 “O my people, 
what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 4 For I brought you up from the 
land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, 
and Miriam. 5 O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of 
Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts 
of the LORD.” 
 6 “With what shall I come before the LORD and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come 
before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands 
of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit 
of my body for the sin of my soul?” 8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does 
the LORD require of you but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God? 
     L: Word of God. Word of life. C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 15 

 
 

L: LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your holy hill?  
C: Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the truth from their 

heart; R  
L:  they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; they do not cast discredit 

upon a neighbor. 
C:  In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the LORD. They 

have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 
L:  They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the innocent.   

Those who do these things shall never be overthrown. R 
 

SECOND READING:  1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
     18 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, 
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this age? Has not 
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not 
know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the proclamation, to save 
those who believe. 22 For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, 
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For God’s foolishness is 
wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
  26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human 
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish 
in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God 
chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to abolish things that are, 29 so 
that no one might boast in the presence of God. 30 In contrast, God is why you are in Christ Jesus, 
who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 in 
order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”  
        L: Word of God. Word of Life.     C: Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME   
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION           (ACS Setting 11) 

 
 

 
GOSPEL    Matthew 5:1-12 
         P: The holy gospel, according to Matthew, the 5th chapter. 

  C: Glory to You, O Lord.  (The gospel is announced)  

      1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples 
came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying: 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 
for righteousness, for they will be filled. 7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive 
mercy.  8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for 
they will be called children of God. 10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of 
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
  11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 
you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the 
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”  
     P: The gospel of our Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
SERMON          
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HYMN OF THE DAY    Christ, Be Our Light  (ELW 715) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: …. God of mercy,   C: hear our prayer. 
P: Confident that the Holy Spirit…..us in Christ Jesus our Savior. C: Amen. 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER    
P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
P: It is indeed right, our duty…join their unending hymn:  Holy, Holy, Holy (ACS Setting 11)                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

    P: You are indeed holy….we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
    C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
    P: Remembering, therefore, his salutary command….now and forever. C: Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen.      

 
COMMUNION SONG                                                                                        (ACS Setting 11)  
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COMMUNION SONG       You Are the Way (ELW 758) 

 
 
SONG AFTER COMMUNION       (ACS Setting 11) 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P: We give you thanks, almighty God … for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  C: Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  C: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG   Rise Up, O Saints of God!  (ELW 669) 
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DISMISSAL   

P: Go in peace. Share the good news.  C: Thanks be to God.    
 
POSTLUDE (Piano)  John Carter, Psalm Meditations for Piano (2013) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C O P Y R I G H T S 
 
      

     All My Hope On God Is Founded, Text: Robert Bridges and Joachim Neander, Music: Herbert Howells ©1938 
Novello & Company Ltd. Copyright Renewed International; Christ, Be Our Light, Text and Music: Bernadette Farrell © 
1993 Bernadette Farrell, admin. OCP Publications; Rise Up, O Saints of God, Text: Norman O. Forness © Norman O. 
Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress; Music: William H. Walter. St. 4 and adapt. ©1972 Contemporary Worship 4, 
admin. Augsburg Fortress, tr. Margaret Miller, Music: Billema Kwillia; Reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net 
#A717983. 
     You Are the Way, Text: George W. Doane, Music: DUNDEE, Psalter, Edinburgh; PUBLIC DOMAIN. 
     Gospel Acclamation, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lamb of God, At Last, Lord from ACS Setting 11. Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS020514.  
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Music Notes: 
 

As the Last Prelude, the Men’s Chorus presents a two-part setting of some seasonal hymns 
by Nancy Raabe, clergywoman, scholar and musician, who has served Lutheran congregations in 
Ohio, Wisconsin and Pennsylvania. She is past President of the Association of Lutheran Church 
Musicians, the professional organization to which Mr. Dearing belongs. She was the classical 
music critic for the Milwaukee Sentinel. 

 
Both text and tun of the Hymn of the Day are by Bernadette Farrell (b. 1957), a liturgical 

composer in Great Britain. She has been involved in the church’s renewal since the Second 
Vatican Council and was a founding member of the St. Thomas More Group in London. 

 
The Prelude and Postlude are taken from Psalm Meditations for Piano by John Carter. He 

was born in 1930 in Nashville, TN and holds a Master of Music degree from Peabody College. He 
and his wife, Mary Kay Beall, collaborate in Music Ministry. He is a well-known composer of music 
for choir and keyboard, known for his versatile style and creativity. 

 
Next week: Saved by Grace Band warms up at 8:15am and leads music for 9:00am worship. 

Chancel Choir rehearses after worship at 10:15am. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

This week at Grace 
     Sun     2/1 8:15am Men’s Chorus Warmup 
  9:00am Worship ~ Men’s Chorus sings 
  10:15am Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
  10:15am Community Life Team Meeting 
 

     Tue     2/3   12:10pm Devotional Service 
  5:30pm Scouts 
  6:30pm Women’s Choir Rehearsal 
  7:30pm Men’s Chorus Rehearsal 
   

     Wed    2/4 9am Guest House Sandwiches 
  6:30pm Saved By Grace Vocalists Only Rehearsal 
        

     Thu     2/5 12pm Bible Study  
 

     Sat      2/7 10:30am Saved by Grace Band Practice (**** NOTE TIME CHANGE ****) 
 

     Sun     2/8 8:15am SBG Band Warmup 
  9:00am Worship ~ SBG Band Leads music for worship 
  10:15am Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
  10:15am Children’s Education 
  10:15am Krause Funeral Preparation Presentation 
 
    

Grace’s Welcome Statement: Grace Lutheran Church is a religious community that celebrates 
the gifts of God that empower us to engage in the struggles of life, to care for each other, and to 
serve Christ where we work and live. Grace is a “Reconciling in Christ” congregation, which means 
we welcome the participation of people of all ages, races, ethnic backgrounds, sexual orientations, 
gender identities, education backgrounds, and economic conditions – all who want to join us in 
serving God, proclaiming our faith, and caring for all creation. 
 
February Good News: If you do not use an email or requested a hard copy of the newsletter, 
please stop by the communication desk and pick up your copy. Thank you! 
 

Today’s Worship Leaders 
Greeter:  JoAnn Holdmann 
Reader: Bev Leidel 
Wine:  Skip Blick, Dan Driewer 
Usher:  TBD 
Comm. Set Up:   Bev Leidel 
Coffee Fellowship:  TBD 

Next Sunday Worship Leaders  
Greeter:  TBD 
Reader: Dawn Omernik 
Wine:   JoAnn Holdmann, Pam Johnson 
Usher:  TBD 
Comm. Set Up:   TBD 
Coffee Fellowship:  Krause Funeral Home 
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Tables of Eight: Tables of Eight is a great way to get to know members of our church community 
in a smaller more intimate setting. You will be invited to share some food and conversation with 
other members of the community for fellowship and connection. If you are interested in being a 
guest at one of these meals, please sign up on the sheet on the welcome center or call the church 
office. (Times and dates will vary depending on the availability of the host and the attendees. 
Please keep an eye on your email for information.)  
  
Lenten Book Discussion: Our Congregational Constitution states that scripture is “…the 
authoritative source and norm of (the congregation’s) proclamation, faith, and life.” Our 
congregation has always trusted in the Word of God and the Word of God for its direction and faith. 
In our world today (as is the history of humanity) people have taken the scriptures and used them 
to harm, dominate, and oppress others. Zach Lambert has written a great book entitled, Better 
Ways to Read the Bible: Transforming a Weapon of Harm Into a Tool of Healing. This Lent we 
will be offering a discussion on this book and its material. If you wish to purchase the book, you are 
welcome to, but the book will not be needed for the study. This study will meet on Wednesday 
mornings at 10:30am (2/25, 3/4, 3/11, 3/18, and 3/25) and Thursday evenings at 6:45pm (2/26, 3/5, 
3/12, 3/19, and 3/26). You are free to attend either Wednesday or Thursday. The same material 
will be covered at both sessions each week. Also, if you can only attend a few of these sessions 
that is okay. There will be lots to talk about and learn as we grow to use the scriptures for good. 
 
Pastor’s Patio Ponderings Topics? Pastor Bill will once again be offering his summer program, 
Pastor’s Patio Ponderings. The dates and times for these one night, one topic studies will be set at 
a later moment.  Right now, Pastor is looking for topics for the Pastor’s Patio Ponderings. Perhaps 
there is a certain book of the Bible you would like to know more about. Perhaps you have a 
question about faith and life? If you have a suggestion for PPP, please let the pastor know by the 
end of February. 
 
 

Chili Cook-off / Pie Auction: Make and bring your favorite homemade chili and/or 
pie.  Please bring a list of the ingredients in the chili for our gluten free friends to 
choose safely. The Cook-off and pie auction will take place on February 22 following 
worship. Our own Brian Karthauser will be the auctioneer. String-A-Long will be 
providing the entertainment! Please sign up at the Communication Desk. See the 
Community Life Team with questions. 
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Kleenex Offering: It is that time of year again! Every 6 or 7 years we do a Kleenex offering, which 
has been a huge success, and an important ministry in our congregation. These boxes of Kleenex 
have been a blessing to many. We are down to our last few boxes since we did this the last time in 
2020. So, we’re going to have another Kleenex offering to replenish our supply. When you are out 
and about, please consider purchasing some extra Kleenex and donating it to the church. You can 
bring them with you if you come for worship or you can drop them off at any time during the day. 
Thank you for your help and participation in this important ministry. 
 
Sermon Definitions:  
Definitions: 
  Eloquent: To be persuasive in your speech. 
  Epistle: An Epistle is a letter. From the Greek meaning, letter or command 
  Later: Something that comes after. 
 
Drive-Thru Ashes: Immanuel Lutheran Church in Cedarburg will offer drive-thru ashes on Ash 
Wednesday, February 18, from 8am – 1pm. See flier on we communication desk or visit 
www.cedarburgbingo.com for more information. 
 
Bingo! Immanuel Lutheran Church in Cedarburg will also be hosting bingo on the second Saturday 
of the month February thru May beginning at 1pm. See flier on we communication desk. 
 
Drive-Thru Chili Day: St. John Lutheran Church in Grafton is having their annual Chili Day on 
Sunday, February 15, from 11am-2pm. $10/qt. includes chili and crackers.  
Visit www.stjohngrafton.org for more information. A portion of the proceeds will benefit the 
Ozaukee Food Alliance. See flier on we communication desk. 
 
Blood Drive: Mark your calendars for the February 26 Blood drive in Fellowship Hall. 
There are slots available from 1-6pm. Call 877-232-2376 or use the QR code here. 
 

Mr. Bob’s Under the Bridge: If you have any new or gently 
used coats, boots, or other cold weather clothing you would like to donate, 
please consider dropping it off at the church to be donated to Mr. Bob’s 
Under the Bridge. There is a box near the Luther room for these items. 

 

 
Growing in Grace: Families involved in our children's education ministry, don't 
forget to check our ministry website for updates on events, Education classes, and 
volunteer opportunities! You can also email Katy Koppa for updates at 
kathrynkoppa@gmail.com. 
Call 877-232-2376 or use the QR code here. 

http://www.cedarburgbingo.com/
http://www.stjohngrafton.org/
mailto:kathrynkoppa@gmail.com
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Sunday Coffee Fellowship Information: We’re looking for friendly faces to help with coffee fellowship 
on Sunday mornings. It’s an easy but important ministry towards hospitality. There is a great guideline 
to follow and support is provided!! Just set up coffee, bring a few treats, one always gluten free, and 
help create a warm, welcoming space for connection after worship. 
If interested, please sign up using one of the following options: 
 · Communication desk signup sheet 

 · Online with SignupGenius using the link in the Grace Notes  

   or the QR code here 
 · Call the office and let Sandy know 

 · Theresa and Jen will also be reaching out by phone as well 

 · You can also reach out to: Jen Bartz ~ 414-550-5231, Theresa Umhoefer ~ 262-227-8840  
 
 

Guest House Sandwiches: We assemble sandwiches for the guests at the Guest House 
twice each month – on the first and third Wednesdays at 9am. Join us for this opportunity 
to serve and to enjoy fellowship with one another on  
February 4 and 18. 

 
Isaiah 55 Food Pantry (All Peoples Church): Donations to the food pantry are 
appreciated more than ever as the need continues to increase. You may place food 
and hygiene items in the bins just outside the Luther room.  
 
Worship Volunteers: Calling all readers, wine servers, ushers, greeters, 
communion setup folks and coffee fellowship helpers! There is a hard copy of the 
SignupGenius form on the communication desk for those that find it easier to sign up 
on their way in or out of church. The link sent out in the Grace Notes is still active and 
available, and this QR code can also be used to connect to the Signup Genius. Emails 
and phone calls are always welcome as well. Thank you for all your help! 

 
Celebrations this week:  

Birthdays:  Randy Radiske - 2/4, Wendy Blank - 2/5, Sylvia Sampe - 2/5, Kim Nagel - 2/6,  
    Samuel Rockwood - 2/6 
Anniversaries: None this week.            
 
Prayers: Chevelle Lutze (Veronica Junker's great-niece), Lana (Janie Robbins’s cousin), Andy 
Roehrborn (cousin of Matt Junker), Debbie (friend of Dawn Omernik), Rick Chu (Veronica Junker’s 
uncle), Jerry Karthauser, Judy Schwartz (friend of Delaine Jacobs), David Rauth, Hayley Kucharski, 

Tucker Kucharski, Judy Hogan (Ken Hogan’s mother), Anita (friend of Geri Schesel), Maygie May,  
Ron (friend of Diane Omdahl), Bryce, Lindsy. 

 


