
FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT      FEBRUARY 22, 2026 
 

                        GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA) 
                 303 N. Green Bay Rd       Thiensville, WI 53092 
                     Phone: 262-242-1174     www.grace53092.org 
 

       Worship services:   Sundays at 9am,  
                                         Tuesdays at 12:10pm 

                    

CHURCH STAFF 
Bill Beyer – Pastor (C: 262-674-4714) Brian Dearing - Organist/Music Director 
Sandy Luettgen - Administrative Asst. Shonda Schaff - Nursery Attendant 
Fred Lynk - Custodian          Kathryn Koppa - Sunday School Coordinator   
   

 

Our Mission: "Reaching out to all people as Disciples of Christ, we serve God, proclaim our faith,  
and care for all creation." 
 

Vision Statement: At Grace, we strive to Guide and nurture all individuals to be Resilient, Accepting 
Children of God rooted in the Enrichment of God’s word. 
 
Welcome to Worship:  We encourage visitors to talk with our pastor following worship! Know that you are 
always welcome to join us for worship!  If you are interested in becoming a member at any time, please 
contact the pastor. 
 
Communion Instruction: Jesus Christ, present in this Meal of bread and wine, invites every person to 
share in Holy Communion, especially children. Ushers will direct you to the front, where you will come 
forward in an orderly fashion, receive a piece of bread, and then select either the red wine or the white 
grape juice and return to your seat. Gluten-free wafers are also available; talk to the pastor if you 
require gluten-free. If you would prefer not to commune today, you are welcome to come forward with your 
hands crossed to receive a blessing instead. If you would like your children to receive communion 
instruction prior to sharing in this Meal, please talk with the pastor before or after worship. 

 
Offering: Offerings are not taken during worship. There is an offering plate at the back of the sanctuary and 
one near the front for you to drop an offering when you come up for communion. You may also scan the QR 
code on this page to give online. 

 
Hearing Assistance Available: This facility is equipped with a hearing-assistance system. Please see an 
usher for assistance. 

 
Nursery Available: We love to have children in worship with us. For those that play quietly there is a space 
for them to play with quiet toys in worship (the Pray-ground).  A separate staffed nursery is provided for 
healthy children that are more active and like to be a bit louder.  

 
 

Online Giving 

http://www.grace53092.org/
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PRELUDE (Organ): Paul Kickstat (1893-1959), 6 Lenten Chorales for Organ (1993) 
1. Ah, Holy Jesus - Tune: Herzliebster Jesu (ELW #349) 
2. Lamb of God, Pure and Sinless - Tune: O lamm Gottes, unschuldig (ELW #357) 
3. Darkest Woe - Tune: O Traurigkeit 
4. From Calvary's Cross I Heard Christ Say - Tune: Da Jesus an des Kreuzes  

WELCOME  
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP (Chancel Choir): Larry Shackley, “From Every Stormy Wind that Blows” 
(2017; this arr. 2018)  

Vs. 1) From every stormy wind that blows, 
 From every swelling tide of woes, 
 There is a calm, a sure retreat; 
 ‘Tis found beneath the mercy seat. 

Vs. 2) There is a place where spirits blend, 
 Where friend holds fellowship with friend, 
 Though far apart by faith they meet 
 Around the common mercy seat. 

Bridge) Lord, have mercy; 
 Christ, have mercy; 
 Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Vs. 3) There, there on eagle wings we soar, 
 And time and earth all seem no more; 
 And heaven comes down our souls to greet, 
 And glory crowns the mercy seat. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Please stand) 

   L: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  C: Amen. 

   L: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open….through Jesus Christ our Lord.    C: Amen.   
   L: If we say we have no sin….cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Most merciful God,  
  C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

   L: In the mercy of almighty God… bestows on them the Holy Spirit.  C: Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG   As Your Spirit in the Desert    (ACS 923) 

 
 

GREETING   
P: The grace of our Lord… be with you all.  C: And also with you. 

 

KYRIE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY   

   P: Let us pray. (Silence is kept for reflection) Lord God….one God, now and forever.  C: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 
     15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 16 And 
the LORD God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden, 17 but of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall 
die.” 3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. 
He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 2 The woman 
said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall 
not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall 
die.’ ” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die, 5 for God knows that when you eat of it 
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman 
saw that the tree was good for food and that it was a delight to the eyes and that the tree was to be 
desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband, 
who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were 
naked, and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 
     L: Word of God. Word of life. C: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 32 

 
L:  Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is put away! 
C: Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt, and in whose spirit there is no guile! 
L:  While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, because of my groaning all day long. 
C:  For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; my moisture was dried up as in 

the heat of summer. R 
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L:  Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt. I said, “I will confess my 
transgressions to the LORD.” Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin. 

C: Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; when the great 
waters overflow, they shall not reach them. 

L:  You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; you surround me with shouts of 
deliverance. 

C: “I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; I will guide you with my 
eye. R 

L:  Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; who must be fitted with bit and 
bridle, or else they will not stay near you.” 

C: Great are the tribulations of the wicked; but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD. 
L:  Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD; shout for joy, all who are true of heart. R 

 

SECOND READING   Romans 5:12-19 
     12 Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so death 
spread to all because all have sinned 13 for sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not 
reckoned when there is no law. 14 Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who did 
not sin in the likeness of Adam, who is a pattern of the one who was to come. 15 But the free gift is 
not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s trespass, much more surely have 
the grace of God and the gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the 
many. 16 And the gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgment following one 
trespass brought condemnation, but the gift following many trespasses brings justification. 17 If, 
because of the one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one, much more surely will those 
who receive the abundance of grace and the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, 
Jesus Christ. 18 Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act 
of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. 19 For just as through the one man’s 
disobedience the many were made sinners, so through the one man’s obedience the many will be 
made righteous. 
        L: Word of God. Word of Life.     C: Thanks be to God. 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME   
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION           (ACS Setting 11) 
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GOSPEL    Matthew 4:1-11 
         P: The holy gospel, according to Matthew, the 4th chapter. 

  C: Glory to You, O Lord.  (The gospel is announced)  

1 Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the devil. 2 He fasted forty 
days and forty nights, and afterward he was famished. 3 The tempter came and said to him, “If you 
are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is 
written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of 
God.’ ” 5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 
6 saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, ‘He will command 
his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash 
your foot against a stone.’ ” 7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God 
to the test.’ ” 8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms 
of the world and their glory, 9 and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and 
worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship the Lord 
your God, and serve only him.’ ” 11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited 
on him. 
     P: The gospel of our Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

SERMON          
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    A Mighty Fortress Is Our God  (ELW 505) 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P: …. God of mercy,   C: hear our prayer. 
P: Receive our prayers….our strength and salvation. C: Amen. 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER    
P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
P: It is indeed right, our duty…join their unending hymn:  Holy, Holy, Holy (ACS Setting 11)                             
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P: Blessed are you, O God of the universe…..the mystery of faith:  
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
P: O God of resurrection…. Grace our table with your presence. C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
P: Reveal yourself to us …. justice, peace, and love. C: Come, Holy Spirit.  
P: With your holy ones …. now and forever. C: Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.      

 

COMMUNION SONG                                                                                        (ACS Setting 11)  
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COMMUNION SONG    When We Are Tested  (ACS 922) 

 

 
SONG AFTER COMMUNION       (ACS Setting 11) 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P: We give you thanks, almighty God … for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  C: Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG   The Glory of These Forty Days  (ELW 320)  

 
 

DISMISSAL   
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.    

 

POSTLUDE (Organ): Paul Kickstat (1893-1959), “O Christ, Thou Lamb of God” from  
     6 Lenten Chorales for Organ (1993) – Tune: Christe, du lamm Gottes   
 

 
See Blue Sheets for Music Notes & Copyrights 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

This week at Grace 
     Sun     2/22 8:15am Chancel Choir Warmup 
  9:00am Worship ~ Chancel Choir sings 
  10:15am Children’s Education (brief parent meeting at beginning) 
 

     Mon     2/23   2pm Violin Lessons  
  6pm Scouts 

    

     Tue      2/24   12:10pm Devotional Service 
  3:30pm Violin Lessons 
  5:30pm Scouts 
    

     Wed     2/25 10:30am Lenten Book Discussion 
  3:30pm Violin Lessons  
  6:30pm Bell Choir Rehearsal 
        

     Thu      2/26 12pm Bible Study  
  6:45pm Lenten Book Discussion 
 

     Sat       2/28    9am SBG Band Practice 
 

     Sun      3/1 8am Bell Choir Warmup 
  9:00am Worship ~ Bell Choir rings 
  10:15am Chancel Choir Rehearsal  
 

Grace’s Welcome Statement: Grace Lutheran Church is a religious community that celebrates 
the gifts of God that empower us to engage in the struggles of life, to care for each other, and to 
serve Christ where we work and live. Grace is a “Reconciling in Christ” congregation, which means 
we welcome the participation of people of all ages, races, ethnic backgrounds, sexual orientations, 
gender identities, education backgrounds, and economic conditions – all who want to join us in 
serving God, proclaiming our faith, and caring for all creation. 
 
 
 
  

Today’s Worship Leaders 
Greeter:  Marilyn DeMore 
Reader:  Skip Blick 
Wine:    JoAnn Holdmann, Michelle Hogan 
Usher:  TBD 
Comm. Set Up:  Anna Martin 
Coffee Fellowship:  Kucharski Family 

Next Sunday Worship Leaders  
Greeter:  TBD 
Reader:  Izzy Koppa 
Wine:     Skip Blick, Dan Driewer 
Usher:  TBD 
Comm. Set Up:  JoAnn Holdmann 
Coffee Fellowship:  Ryan Bernard,  
                                  Ruth & Chuck Marks 
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Lenten Book Discussion: The Lenten book discussion starts this week on Wednesday morning at 
10:30am and Thursday evening at 6:45pm. The discussion is on Zach Lambert’s book 
entitled, Better Ways to Read the Bible: Transforming a Weapon of Harm Into a Tool of 
Healing. If you wish to purchase the book, you are welcome to, but the book will not be needed for 
the study. This study will meet on Wednesday mornings at 10:30am (2/25, 3/4, 3/11, 3/18, and 
3/25) and Thursday evenings at 6:45pm (2/26, 3/5, 3/12, 3/19, and 3/26). You are free to attend 
either Wednesday or Thursday. The same material will be covered at both sessions each week. 
Also, if you can only attend a few of these sessions that is okay. There will be lots to talk about and 
learn as we grow to use the scriptures for good. 
 
 
 

Easter Flowers: You are invited to contribute lilies, daffodils, and/or tulips again 
this year in honor or memory of special people in your life. Designations will be 
printed in the Easter bulletin. There is no cost, but a donation amount of your 
choice is welcome. Forms are on the communication desk. Please order by March 
22. If you would like to make a donation with your order you can use the QR code, 
or include a check marked “Easter Flowers” in the memo line, or cash with your form. 
 
 
 

Blood Drive: This Thursday, February 26, is the blood 
drive in Fellowship Hall. There are slots available from  
1-6pm. Call 877-232-2376 or use the QR code here 
and enter the Grace zip code 53092. 

 
 

Mr. Bob’s Under the Bridge: If you have any new or gently used coats, 
boots, or other cold weather clothing you would like to donate, please 
consider dropping it off at the church to be donated to Mr. Bob’s Under 
the Bridge. There is a box near the Luther room for these items. 
 
 

Growing in Grace: Families involved in our children's education ministry, don't 
forget to check our ministry website for updates on events, Education classes, and 
volunteer opportunities! You can also email Katy Koppa for updates at 
kathrynkoppa@gmail.com. Call 877-232-2376 or use the QR code here. 
 
 

 

Guest House Sandwiches: We assemble sandwiches for the guests at the Guest 
House twice each month – on the first and third Wednesdays at 9am. Join us for this 
opportunity to serve and to enjoy fellowship with one another on March 4 and 18. 
 

 

mailto:kathrynkoppa@gmail.com
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Sunday Coffee Fellowship Information: We’re looking for friendly faces to help with coffee fellowship 
on Sunday mornings. It’s an easy but important ministry towards hospitality. There is a great guideline 
to follow and support is provided!! Just set up coffee, bring a few treats, one always gluten free, and 
help create a warm, welcoming space for connection after worship. 
If interested, please sign up using one of the following options: 
 · Communication desk signup sheet 

 · Online with SignupGenius using the link in the Grace Notes  

   or the QR code here 
 · Call the office and let Sandy know 

 · Theresa and Jen will also be reaching out by phone as well 

 · You can also reach out to: Jen Bartz ~ 414-550-5231, Theresa Umhoefer ~ 262-227-8840  
 

 
 

Isaiah 55 Food Pantry (All Peoples Church): Donations to the food pantry are 
appreciated more than ever as the need continues to increase. You may drop food  
and hygiene items off in the bins just outside the Luther room.  
 

 
 

Worship Volunteers: Calling all readers, wine servers, ushers, greeters, 
communion setup folks and coffee fellowship helpers! There is a hard copy of the 
SignupGenius form on the communication desk for those that find it easier to sign up on 
their way in or out of church. The link sent out in the Grace Notes is still active and 
available, and this QR code can also be used to connect to the Signup Genius. Emails 
and phone calls are always welcome as well. Thank you for all your help! 
 
 
Celebrations this week:  

Birthdays:  Elliot Nimmer - Jim Nutter - 2/24, Grace Bartz - 2/26, Gary Plotkin - 2/27,  
    Theresa Schanke - 2/27, Ralph Buchweitz - 2/28, Diane Weber - 2/28, Alice Sedgwick - 2/29 
Anniversaries: Katy & Diana Koppa - 2/23            
 
 
Prayers: Chevelle Lutze (Veronica Junker's great-niece), Lana (Janie Robbins’s cousin), Andy 
Roehrborn (cousin of Matt Junker), Debbie (friend of Dawn Omernik), Rick Chu (Veronica Junker’s 
uncle), Jerry Karthauser, Judy Schwartz (friend of Delaine Jacobs), David Rauth, Tucker Kucharski, 

Judy Hogan (Ken Hogan’s mother), Anita (friend of Geri Schesel), Maygie May, Ron (friend of Diane 
Omdahl), Bryce, Lindsy, DawnMark Bacon-Johnson. 

 
 
 

https://lacagette-coop.fr/?WantedCoopsMotiveesPourDonnerNaissance
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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Music Notes:   
 

As the Last Prelude, the Chancel Choir presents an anthem by Larry Shackley based on a 
text by Hugh Stowell (1799-1865), a Church of England clergyman with a reputation as a “vigorous 
and inspiring preacher”. The composer is a full-time composer and editor from Columbia, SC and 
has been active in church music since he was a teenager.      

 

The Prelude and Postlude are by Paul Kickstat, based on Lenten chorale tunes. Kickstat was 
a German organist and music teacher. He was a conservatory theory and church music teacher 
and was cantor at the Klopstockkirche in Hamburg-Ottensen for 20 years. These pieces are mostly 
in three parts, with the melody often in the pedal.  The pedal is not always the lowest sounding part 
– it depends on what stops are drawn. If a 4’ stop is drawn (as we hear in this morning’s preludes), 
the pedal melody will sound higher than the manuals.   

 

The Hymn of the Day is an alternate translation to the more commonly used composite 
translation we usually sing.  It’s by Frederic H. Hedge (1825-1890), a Unitarian minister based in 
New England who taught both German literature and church history at Harvard. The hymn has 
probably been written about, sung and translated as much or more than any other hymn in the 
church’s history. 

 

Next week: 2nd Sunday in Lent. Bell Choir warms up at 8:00am and rings for worship at 
9:00am. Chancel Choir rehearses after worship at 10:15am. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

C O P Y R I G H T S 
 
      

     As your Spirit in the desert, Text: © 2012 Susan Palo Cherwien, Music: Michael Costello © 2015 Augsburg 
Fortress, admin. Augsburg Fortress; A Mighty Fortress Is Our God, Text: Martin Luther, tr. Frederick H. Hedge © 2006 
Augsburg Fortress, Music: Martin Luther; When We Are Tested, Text: Ruth Duck © 1996, Hope Publishing Company, 
Carol Stream IL 60188, Inc. Music: SLANE Irish traditional; The Glory of These Forty Days, Text: Latin hymn, tr. 
Maurice F. Bell, Music: ERHART UNS, Herr, J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder from The English Hymnal © Oxford University 
Press 1906 All Rights Reserved. Reprinted by permission of OneLicense.net #A711964.      
     Kyrie, Gospel Acclamation, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lamb of God, At Last, Lord from ACS Setting 11. Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS020514.  
 
 
 


