
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST      SEPTEMBER 27, 2026 
 

                        GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA) 
                 303 N. Green Bay Rd       Thiensville, WI 53092 
                     Phone: 262-242-1174     www.grace53092.org 
 

       Worship services:   Sundays at 9am,  
                                         Tuesdays at 12:10pm 

                    

CHURCH STAFF 
Bill Beyer – Pastor (C: 262-674-4714) Brian Dearing - Organist/Music Director 
Sandy Luettgen - Administrative Asst. Shonda Schaff - Nursery Attendant 
Fred Lynk - Custodian          Kathryn Koppa - Sunday School Coordinator   
   

 

Our Mission: "Reaching out to all people as Disciples of Christ, we serve God, proclaim our faith,  
and care for all creation." 
 

Vision Statement: At Grace, we strive to Guide and nurture all individuals to be Resilient, Accepting 
Children of God rooted in the Enrichment of God’s word. 
 
Welcome to Worship:  We encourage visitors to talk with our pastor following worship! Know that you are 
always welcome to join us for worship!  If you are interested in becoming a member at any time, please 
contact the pastor. 
 
Communion Instruction: Jesus Christ, present in this Meal of bread and wine, invites every person to 
share in Holy Communion, especially children. Ushers will direct you to the front, where you will come 
forward in an orderly fashion, receive a piece of bread, and then select either the red wine or the white 
grape juice and return to your seat. Gluten-free wafers are also available; talk to the pastor if you 
require gluten-free. If you would prefer not to commune today, you are welcome to come forward with your 
hands crossed to receive a blessing instead. If you would like your children to receive communion 
instruction prior to sharing in this Meal, please talk with the pastor before or after worship. 

 
Offering: Offerings are not taken during worship. There is an offering plate at the back of the sanctuary and 
one near the front for you to drop an offering when you come up for communion. You may also scan the QR 
code on this page to give online. 

 
Hearing Assistance Available: This facility is equipped with a hearing-assistance system. Please see an 
usher for assistance. 

 
Nursery Available: We love to have children in worship with us. For those that play quietly there is a space 
for them to play with quiet toys in worship (the Pray-ground).  A separate staffed nursery is provided for 
healthy children that are more active and like to be a bit louder.  

 
 

Online Giving 

http://www.grace53092.org/
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PRELUDE (Bell Choir): from Cathy Moklebust (arr.), All Things Bright and Beautiful (2015) 
1. All Things Bright and Beautiful – Tune: Royal Oak 
2. God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens – Tune: Holy Manna 
 
WELCOME 
 
WELCOME TO WORSHIP (Bell Choir): Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791), “Ave Verum 

Corpus” (K. 618; arr. 1991 by Fred A. Merrett) 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS    

   P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  C: Amen. 

   P: Let us confess our sin….Most merciful God,  
  C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

   P: In the mercy of almighty God…and of the Holy Spirit.  C: Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG      Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing                                      (ELW 807) 
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GREETING   

P: The grace of our Lord… be with you all.  C: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   
   P: Let us pray. (Silence is kept for reflection) God of love…..our Savior and Lord.    C: Amen. 

 

FIRST READING    Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
        1 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning 
the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 
3 As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4 Know that all 
lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who 
sins who shall die. 
  25 Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? 
Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26 When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and 
commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed, they shall die. 
27 Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is 
lawful and right, they shall save their life. 28 Because they considered and turned away from all the 
transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29 Yet the house of 
Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your 
ways that are unfair? 
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  30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord 
GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31 Cast away 
from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new 
heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of 
anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live. 
     L: Word of God. Word of life.  C: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM  Psalm 25:1-9

 
 

L:  To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 
R: My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let my enemies triumph 

over me. 
L:  Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to shame who are 

treacherous. 
R: Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths. R 
L:  Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted 

all the day long. 
R: Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting. 
L:  Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me according to your 

steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 
R: You are gracious and upright, O LORD; therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
L:  You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way. R 

 
SECOND READING    Philippians 2:1-13 

     1 If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in the Spirit, 
any tender affection and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same 
love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but 
in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own interests 
but to the interests of others. 5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though 
he existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be grasped, 7 but 
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, assuming human likeness. And being found in 
appearance as a human, 8 he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— even 
death on a cross. 
 9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly and gave him the name that is above every other 
name, 10 so that at the name given to Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, 11 and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father. 12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence 
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but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is 
God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
     L: Word of God. Word of life. C: Thanks be to God. 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME   
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION          (ELW Setting 3) 

 

 
GOSPEL    Matthew 21:23-32 
         P: The holy gospel, according to Mattew, chapter 21. 
         C: Glory to You, O Lord.  (The gospel is announced) 
     23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as 
he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 
authority?” 24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I 
will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 Did the baptism of John come from heaven, 
or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will 
say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of 
the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he 
said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
  28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in 
the vineyard today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his mind and went. 30 The 
father went to the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. 
31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell 
you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For 
John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors 
and the prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw it you did not change your minds and 
believe him.” 
         P: The gospel of our Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

SERMON          
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HYMN OF THE DAY           O God, My Faithful God                                      (ELW 806) 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: …. God of mercy,   C: hear our prayer. 
P: Grant the prayers we have offered….in Jesus’ name.. C: Amen. 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER    

P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
P: It is indeed right, our duty…join their unending hymn:       (ELW Setting 3) 

 

 

 

   
    P: You are indeed holy….we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
    C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
    P: Remembering, therefore, his salutary command….now and forever. C: Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.   

 
COMMUNION SONG                                                                                              (ELW Setting 3)  
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COMMUNION SONG     Take My Life, That I May Be        (ELW 685)  
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SONG AFTER COMMUNION       May the God of All Grace        (ELW 217) 

 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P: We give you thanks, almighty God …for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  C: Amen. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

BLESSING 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG     Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing                                        (ELW 545) 

 
 

 

DISMISSAL   
P: Go in peace. Share the good news.  C: Thanks be to God.    
 

POSTLUDE (Bell Choir): Matthew Compton, “Exultation” (2017) 
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C O P Y R I G H T S 
 

     May the God of All Grace, Text and Music: Welcome to Christ, Robert Buckley Farlee, © 1997 Augsburg Fortress; 
Reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #A717983.   
     Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing, Text: Robert Robinson, Music: J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part II; 
O God, My Faithful God, Text: Johann Heermann, tr. Catherin Winkworgh, Music: Ahasuerus Fritsch; Take My Life, 
That I May Be, Text: Frances R. Havergal, Music: William H. Havergal; Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing, Text: attr. 
John Fawcett, Godfrey Thring, Music: Sicilian. PUBLIC DOMAIN. 
      Gospel Acclamation, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lamb of God, from ELW Setting 3. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS020514. 
 

Music Notes: 
     Today’s instrumental music is supplied by the Bell Choir. The Prelude comprises two hymn 
arrangements on familiar tunes by Cathy Moklebust. Ms. Moklebust has developed and directed 
handbell music programs since 1983, with more than 400 compositions and arrangements in print. 
Her music has been broadcast on the “Today” and “Good Morning, America” televisions programs. 
She holds her BA and M. Ed degrees from South Dakota State University. The Last Prelude is an 
arrangement of Mozart’s famous motet, “Ave Verum Corpus.” Mozart wrote this 
in 1791 for the Feast of Corpus Christi for the choir at St. Stephan in Baden bei Wien, directed by 
his friend Anton Stoll. It is a late work, composed less than six months before Mozart’s death. (As 
Mr. Dearing often says, “there’s a reason you can’t graduate from music school without learning 
this piece.”) The arranger, Fred Merrett (1924-2023) was the son of parents active in the Salvation 
Army who became Bandmaster of the Salvation Army Winnipeg Citadel Senior Band for 27 years. 
He introduced handbells into the curriculum at Winnipeg Technical Vocational High School and 
published nearly 150 compositions for handbells. The Postlude is an original composition by 
young composer Matthew Compton. Mr. Compton is Music Director of the Bells of the Cascades in 
Vancouver, WA and has been composing, arranging and conducting music for handbells since he 
was in 8th grade, publishing his first piece at age 15. 
     The Hymn of the Day was written by Johann Heerman (1585-1647) between 1623 and 1630, 
during the Thiry Years’ War, during which he almost lost everything he owned and was nearly 
killed. This hymn has been referred to as his “Master Song”. He was a fine hymn writer, second 
only to Paul Gerhardt (1607-1676) during his lifetime. The tune, “Was frag ich nach der Welt,” is 
part of a group of 17th Century tunes with interchangeable names and melodic parts. It might have 
been written by Ahasuerus Fritsch (1629-1701) – who also lived during the Thirty Years’ War – or 
might be anonymous. 
     Next week: Chancel Choir warms up at 8:00am, sings for worship at 9:00am, and rehearses 
after worship at 10:15am 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

This week at Grace 
     Sun  9/27 8am Bell Choir Warm-up 
   9:00am Worship ~ Bell Choir rings  

  10:15am Blood Pressure Clinic 
   10:15am Faith Formation with Pastor Bill ~ Old Testament  
     

 Mon 9/28 10am Crafters Group 
   1:30pm Violin Lessons 
   5:30pm Scouts 
   

     Tue   9/29 12:10pm Devotional Service   
   5:30pm Scouts 
  

      Wed 9/30 3:30pm Violin Lessons 
   

     Thu  10/1 12pm Bible Study 
 

     Sat   10/3 9am Saved by Grace practice, including vocalists 
                             

     Sun  10/4 8:15am Chancel Choir Warm-up 
  9:00am Worship ~ Chancel Choir Sings 
  10:15am Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
            10:15am Faith Formation with Pastor Bill ~ Old Testament  

  10:15am Community Life Team Meeting 
                       

Grace’s Welcome Statement: Grace Lutheran Church is a religious community that celebrates 
the gifts of God that empower us to engage in the struggles of life, to care for each other, and to 
serve Christ where we work and live. Grace is a “Reconciling in Christ” congregation, which means 
we welcome the participation of people of all ages, races, ethnic backgrounds, sexual orientations, 
gender identities, education backgrounds, and economic conditions – all who want to join us in 
serving God, proclaiming our faith, and caring for all creation.  
 

Sunday Worship Leaders  
Reader:   Dawn Omernik 
Wine:   Skip Blick, Dan Driewer 
Usher:  TBD 
Comm. Set Up:  Anna Martin 
Greeter:   TBD 
Coffee Fellowship: TBD 

Next Sunday Worship Leaders 
Reader:    TBD 
Wine:   JoAnn Holdmann, TBD 
Usher:  TBD 
Comm. Set Up:   JoAnn Holdmann 
Greeter:   TBD 
Coffee Fellowship: TBD 
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Faith Formation with Pastor Bill: This morning Pastor Bill begins a Faith 
Formation Series entitled “Understanding the Old Testament.” It will run for 
five Sundays (9/27, 10/4, 10/11, 10/18, and 10/25). The class will begin after 
worship and after you’ve had a chance to get a coffee. These five weeks will 
provide an introduction to the Old Testament that will help you to open that 
section of the scriptures and make some sense of it. Bibles will be provided, 
but having your own could be beneficial. If you have any questions please 
check with Pastor Bill. 
 

Blood Drive: The next Versiti blood drive is this Thursday, 
October 15 in Fellowship Hall. There are slots available 

from 1 - 6pm. Call 877-232-4376 or use the QR code here and enter the 
Grace zip code 53092.  
 
Vaccine & BP Clinics: Our Faith Nursing Program team is hosting a vaccine clinic provided by 
Walgreen’s outreach program. This clinic will run simultaneously with the blood pressure clinic on 
October 25, following worship until 1pm. 

• This includes Flu, Covid, RSV (Respiratory Syncytial Virus), and pneumonia vaccine 
(usually once every 5 years) 

• These vaccines are administered by the pharmacist and/or a designated pharmacy 
technician from Walgreens 

• Walgreens offers vaccines at no cost to you with most insurance plans and Medicare Part 
B or D coverage (Bring your insurance cards) 

If you have any questions, please contact Scott Besag (414-520-8833). 
 

Annual Craft Fair: Mark your calendars for the annual Grace Craft Fair on Saturday, November 14 

at 9am! Watch Grace Notes and the bulletins for more details. 
 
Craft Fair Crafters: Fall is in the air and it’s time to make all those gifts you want to sew, knit, or 
crochet. We have the perfect place for your extra gifts at our annual craft fair Church Table. As in 
years past, we want to sell those lovely things as a gift to the church. If you don’t have a sewing 
machine and want to sew, we have all you need in the church basement, including 2 machines and 
all the supplies for crafts, including fabrics.  
Any questions please call Anna Martin at 414-750-2477. 
 
 

Mr. Bob’s Under the Bridge: If you have any new or gently used coats, 
boots, or other cold weather clothing you would like to donate, please 
drop them off at the church in a box outside the Luther room. 
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Guest House Sandwiches: We assemble sandwiches for the guests at the 
Guest House twice each month – on the first and third Wednesdays at 9am. 
Join us for this opportunity to serve and to enjoy fellowship with one another 
on October 7 and 21. 
 

 
Synod RIC Pride Worship: The Milwaukee Synod RIC Ministry Team's "Celebrating Our Diversity 
as God's Children" 2026 Pride worship service will be at 6pm on Thursday, October 8th, at 
Ascension Lutheran Church, 1236 S Layton Blvd (aka S 27th St), Milwaukee. If anyone is interest 
in singing in the Pride worship service choir, please email Chuck Ellingson at 
chuckgmsric@gmail.com. Also, if anyone would like to attend the Pride worship service and 
provide baked goods, fruits, veggies, water, or anything else for the fellowship time following the 
Pride worship service, please email Chuck. 
 
 
Attention Crafters! Here is a great opportunity to work on your 
latest project(s) while being inspired by other crafters. Please 
gather your projects, supplies and needed drop cloths and enjoy a 
day of creativity here at Grace Lutheran Church. 
    Monday, September 28, 2026 10am-2pm 
    Break for lunch 11:30-12:30 (bring your lunch unless you reserved a spot with Café 60) 
Any questions, please contact Alice Laukert at 262-242-1546. 
 
 

Sunday Coffee Fellowship Information: We’re looking for 
friendly faces to help with coffee fellowship on Sunday 
mornings. It’s an easy but important ministry towards 
hospitality. There is a great guideline to follow and support is 
provided!! Just set up coffee, bring a few treats, one always gluten free, and help 
create a warm, welcoming space for connection after worship. If interested, please sign up using 
one of the following options: 
 · Communication desk signup sheet 

 · Online with SignupGenius using the link in the Grace Notes  

   or the QR code here 
 · Call the office and let Sandy know 

 · Theresa and Jen will also be reaching out by phone as well 

 · You can also reach out to: Jen Bartz ~ 414-550-5231, Theresa Umhoefer ~ 262-227-8840  

 
 
 

https://lacagette-coop.fr/?WantedCoopsMotiveesPourDonnerNaissance
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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Worship Volunteers: Calling all readers, wine servers, ushers, greeters, 
communion setup folks and coffee fellowship helpers! There is a hard copy of 
the SignupGenius form on the communication desk for those that find it easier to 
sign up on their way in or out of church. The link sent out in the Grace Notes is still 
active and available, and this QR code can also be used to connect to the Signup 
Genius. Emails and phone calls are always welcome as well. Thank you for all your 
help! 
 
Food/Item Donations: Please note that at this time we are only collecting items for Family 
Promise and the All Peoples Church Pantry. Below are the items needed for these organizations. 
The Mr. Bob’s collection will return in the fall. 
 
 

Family Promise Needs: The Ozaukee County shelter is currently in need 
of items listed below. If you would like to contribute, donations can be 
placed in the bin by the Luther room in the narthex. 
Current needs: gas gift cards, full size mattress pads, toothpaste, 13-gallon 
garbage bags, Lysol disinfectant spray, toilet bowl cleaner, paper towels, 
toilet paper. 

 
 

Isaiah 55 Food Pantry (All Peoples Church): You may drop food  
and hygiene items off in the bins by Luther room. Items needed include: 
Pancake Mix, Syrup, Cereal, Canned Pasta (Spaghetti-O's, Ravioli), Tuna, 
Tuna Helper, Spam, Canned Beef Stew, Baked Beans, Pasta, Canned 
Pasta Sauce, White rice (1lb bags or instant), Peanut Butter, Jelly/Jam, 
Hamburger Helper, Canned Greens (Collard, Mixed, Turnip, Mustard), 
Toothpaste, Deodorant. 

 

Prayers: Chevelle Lutze (Veronica Junker's great-niece), Andy Roehrborn (cousin of Matt 
Junker), Rick Chu (Veronica Junker’s uncle), Jerry Karthauser, Judy Schwartz (friend of Delaine 
Jacobs), David Rauth, Tucker Kucharski, Judy Hogan (Ken Hogan’s mother), Wendy (friend of 
Geri Schesel), Ron (friend of Diane Omdahl), Joyce Winghart, Sandy Smith, Bill Luebke, Karen 
Krogstad (Courtney Krogstad’s mother-in-law), Javier Rodriguez, Madalynne Baum, Russ 
Biancuzzo, DawnMark Bacon-Johnson, Diane Schumann, Caroline Lindberg (Niece of Holly 
Tischer). 
 

Celebrations this week:  
Birthdays Kathy Maciejewski - 9/28, Andrew Shannon – 9/28, Ross Sibley – 9/28,  
  Laura Petersen - 9/29, Robert Lohr -10/2, Holly Grassin-Kremmel -10/3, David Rauth - 10/3,  
   Pam Stockbridge - 10/3 
Anniversaries: Janie Robbins & Kim Nagel - 9/27, Joby & Katrina Brown - 9/30,  
  Amy & Robert Ollman – 10/1 

 


