
NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST      OCTOBER 4, 2026 
 

                        GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA) 
                 303 N. Green Bay Rd       Thiensville, WI 53092 
                     Phone: 262-242-1174     www.grace53092.org 
 

       Worship services:   Sundays at 9am,  
                                         Tuesdays at 12:10pm 

                    

CHURCH STAFF 
Bill Beyer – Pastor (C: 262-674-4714) Brian Dearing - Organist/Music Director 
Sandy Luettgen - Administrative Asst. Shonda Schaff - Nursery Attendant 
Fred Lynk - Custodian          Kathryn Koppa - Sunday School Coordinator   
   

 

Our Mission: "Reaching out to all people as Disciples of Christ, we serve God, proclaim our faith,  
and care for all creation." 
 

Vision Statement: At Grace, we strive to Guide and nurture all individuals to be Resilient, Accepting 
Children of God rooted in the Enrichment of God’s word. 
 
Welcome to Worship:  We encourage visitors to talk with our pastor following worship! Know that you are 
always welcome to join us for worship!  If you are interested in becoming a member at any time, please 
contact the pastor. 
 
Communion Instruction: Jesus Christ, present in this Meal of bread and wine, invites every person to 
share in Holy Communion, especially children. Ushers will direct you to the front, where you will come 
forward in an orderly fashion, receive a piece of bread, and then select either the red wine or the white 
grape juice and return to your seat. Gluten-free wafers are also available; talk to the pastor if you 
require gluten-free. If you would prefer not to commune today, you are welcome to come forward with your 
hands crossed to receive a blessing instead. If you would like your children to receive communion 
instruction prior to sharing in this Meal, please talk with the pastor before or after worship. 

 
Offering: Offerings are not taken during worship. There is an offering plate at the back of the sanctuary and 
one near the front for you to drop an offering when you come up for communion. You may also scan the QR 
code on this page to give online. 

 
Hearing Assistance Available: This facility is equipped with a hearing-assistance system. Please see an 
usher for assistance. 

 
Nursery Available: We love to have children in worship with us. For those that play quietly there is a space 
for them to play with quiet toys in worship (the Pray-ground).  A separate staffed nursery is provided for 
healthy children that are more active and like to be a bit louder.  

 
 

Online Giving 

http://www.grace53092.org/
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PRELUDE (Organ)  
1. Joseph Anton Bruckner (1824-1896), “Präludium” 

2. P. Theodor Grünberger (1756-1820), “Präludium” 
3. Johann Christian Heinrich Rinck (1770-1846), “Präludium” 
4. Justin Heinrich Knecht (1752-1817), “Präludium” 
5. Théodore Dubois (1837-1924), “Marcietta” 

 
WELCOME 
 
WELCOME TO WORSHIP (Chancel Choir) Hal H. Hopson, “Antiphonal Praise” (1980) 

Vs. 1) Clap your hands! Clap your hands for joy! 
 Shout unto God! Shout unto God with triumph! 
 Praise him with a loud song. 
 Sing! Praise the Lord! 
 

Vs. 2) He led us forth to victory. 
 Tell his might and power with the sound of the trumpet. 
 With shouts of great joy; God is our Ruler; 
 Praise him! 
 

Vs.3) Clap your hands! Clap your hands for joy! 
 Shout unto God! Shout unto God with triumph! 
 Alleluia! Praise the Lord. 
 Praise him, Alleluia! 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS    

   P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  C: Amen. 

   P: Let us confess our sin….Most merciful God,  
  C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

   P: In the mercy of almighty God…and of the Holy Spirit.  C: Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG      Soli Deo Gloria                                                                           (ELW 878) 

 
 
GREETING   

P: The grace of our Lord… be with you all.  C: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY   

   P: Let us pray. (Silence is kept for reflection) Beloved God…..our Savior and Lord.    C: Amen. 
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FIRST READING     Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20  
 1 God spoke all these words, 2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 3 you shall have no other gods before me. 4 “You shall not make 
for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above or that is on the earth 
beneath or that is in the water under the earth. 
  7 “You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not 
acquit anyone who misuses his name. 8 “Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 9 Six days 
you shall labor and do all your work. 
  12 “Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the LORD 
your God is giving you. 13 “You shall not murder. 14 “You shall not commit adultery. 15 “You shall not 
steal. 16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 17 “You shall not covet your 
neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, male or female slave, ox, donkey, or 
anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 18 When all the people witnessed the thunder and 
lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and 
stood at a distance 19 and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen, but do not let God 
speak to us, lest we die.” 20 Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, for God has come only to 
test you and to put the fear of him upon you so that you do not sin.” 
     L: Word of God. Word of life.  C: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM     Psalm 80:7-15 

 
 

L:  Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
C: You have brought a vine out of Egypt; you cast out the nations and planted it. 
L:  You cleared the ground for it; it took root and filled the land. 
C: The mountains were covered by its shadow and the towering cedar trees by its     

boughs. R 
L:  You stretched out its tendrils to the sea and its branches to the river. 
C: Why have you broken down its wall, so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 
L:  The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 
C: Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven;  
L:  behold and tend this vine; preserve what your right hand has planted. R 
 
SECOND READING    Philippians 3:4b-14 
     [Paul writes:] 4b If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised 
on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness 
under the law, blameless. 
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  7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8 More than 
that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may 
gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law 
but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10 I want to 
know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like 
him in his death, 11 if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
  12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but I press on to lay 
hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider that I 
have laid hold of it, but one thing I have laid hold of: forgetting what lies behind and straining 
forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal, toward the prize of the heavenly call of 
God in Christ Jesus. 
     L: Word of God. Word of life. C: Thanks be to God. 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME   
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION          (ELW Setting 3) 

 

 
GOSPEL    Matthew 21:33-46 
         P: The holy gospel, according to Mattew, chapter 21. 
         C: Glory to You, O Lord.  (The gospel is announced) 
     [Jesus said:] 33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a 
fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and 
went away. 34 When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his 
produce. 35 But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 
36 Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and they treated them in the same way. 37 Then 
he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the son, 
they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39 So they 
seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40 Now when the owner of the vineyard 
comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a 
miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the 
harvest time.” 
  42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders 
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rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
43 “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that 
produces its fruits. 44 The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush 
anyone on whom it falls.”  45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they 
realized that he was speaking about them. 46 They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the 
crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.     

         P: The gospel of our Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

SERMON          
 

HYMN OF THE DAY           Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth  (ELW 727) 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: …. God of mercy,   C: hear our prayer. 
P: Trusting in your boundless grace….through Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen. 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER    

P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
P: It is indeed right, our duty…join their unending hymn:       (ELW Setting 3) 

 

 

 

   
    P: You are indeed holy….we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
    C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
    P: Remembering, therefore, his salutary command….now and forever. C: Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.   
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COMMUNION SONG                                                                                              (ELW Setting 3)  

 

 

 

 
 
 
COMMUNION SONG      Eternal Spirit of the Living Christ                                      (ELW 402) 
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SONG AFTER COMMUNION       May the God of All Grace           (ELW 217) 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P: We give you thanks, almighty God …for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  C: Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
BLESSING 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG     Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation  (ELW 645) 
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DISMISSAL   

P: Go in peace. Share the good news.  C: Thanks be to God.    
 

POSTLUDE (Organ): Thomas Adams (1785-1858), “Alla Marcia” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C O P Y R I G H T S 
 

     Soli Deo Gloria, Text and Music: Marty Haugen © 1999 GIA Publications,Inc.; May the God of All Grace, Text and 
Music: Welcome to Christ, Robert Buckley Farlee, © 1997 Augsburg Fortress; Eternal Spirit of the Living Christ, Text: 
Frank von Christierson © 1974 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Music: Plainsong  mode V; 
Processionale, Paris. Reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #A717983.   
     Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth, Text: W. Russell Bowie, Music: Medieval European tune; Christ Is 
Made the Sure Foundation, Text: Latin Hymn, tr. John Mason Neale, Music: Henry Purcell; arr. Ernest Hawkins; 
PUBLIC DOMAIN. 
      Gospel Acclamation, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lamb of God, from ELW Setting 3. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS020514. 
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Music Notes: 

The Organ Music comprises original music by European composers of the 18th, 19th and early 
20th Centuries.  Anton Bruckner was an Austrian cathedral organist and professor at the Vienna 
Conservatory.  P. Theodor Grünberger was a German organist and Augustinian monk.   Johann 
Christian Heinrich Rinck was a German choirmaster, organist and music critic, awarded an 
honorary doctorate by the University of Giessen in 1840.  Justin Heinrich Knecht was an organist, 
teacher and associate director of music at the court of Stuttgart, Germany.  Théodore Dubois was 
an organist and choir conductor and a winner of the “Prix de Rome” om 1861.  Thomas Adams was 
an active organist at several important churches in London, England. 

The Last Prelude is an original composition by Hal Hopson (b. 1933) based on Psalm 47.  He 
is a full-time composer and church musician residing in Cedar Park, Texas with over 3,000 
published works.  His cantata, “God with Us,” was one of the few compositions selected to be 
placed in a time capsule during the American Bicentennial in 1979 to be opened and heard again 
in 2076.  

The Hymn of the Day is by W. Russell Bowie (1882-1969), an Episcopal priest who served as 
a hospital chaplain in France during World War I.  This is one of the few remaining “judgement 
hymns” and is considered a “masterpiece”.  The tune, “Mit Freuden Zart” in a Bohemian Brethren 
tune.  The Bohemian Brethren originated in the Kingdom of Bohemia in 1457, ultimately becoming 
the Moravian Church, one of the oldest Protestant denominations in Christianity. 

Next week: The Chancel Choir warms up at 8:15am, sings for worship at 9:00am and 
rehearses after worship at 10:15am. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

This week at Grace 
     Sun  10/4  8:15am Chancel Choir Warm-up 
   9:00am Worship ~ Chancel Choir Sings 
   10:15am Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
             10:15am Faith Formation with Pastor Bill ~ Old Testament  

    10:15am Community Life Team Meeting 
     

 Mon 10/5  10am Crafters Group 
    2pm Violin Lessons 
   

     Tue   10/6  12:10pm Devotional Service   
    5:30pm Scouts 
    6:30pm Women’s Choir Rehearsal 
    7:30pm Men’s Chorus Rehearsal 
  

      Wed 10/7  9am Guest House Sandwiches  
    3:30pm Violin Lessons 
    6pm Women’s A Capella Quartet Rehearsal 
    6:30pm SBG Vocalists Only Rehearsal 
     

     Thu  10/8  12pm Bible Study 
                          

     Sun  10/11 8:15am Chancel Choir Warm-up 
   9:00am Worship ~ Chancel Choir Sings 
   10:15am Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
             10:15am Faith Formation with Pastor Bill ~ Old Testament  

   10:15am Youth Education 
                       

Grace’s Welcome Statement: Grace Lutheran Church is a religious community that celebrates 
the gifts of God that empower us to engage in the struggles of life, to care for each other, and to 
serve Christ where we work and live. Grace is a “Reconciling in Christ” congregation, which means 
we welcome the participation of people of all ages, races, ethnic backgrounds, sexual orientations, 
gender identities, education backgrounds, and economic conditions – all who want to join us in 
serving God, proclaiming our faith, and caring for all creation.  

Sunday Worship Leaders  
Reader:   Michelle Hogan 
Wine:   JoAnn Holdmann, Michelle Hogan 
Usher:  TBD 
Comm. Set Up:   JoAnn Holdmann 
Greeter:   TBD 
Coffee Fellowship: Oona Masterson, Liz Streubel 

Next Sunday Worship Leaders 
Reader:     JoAnn Holdmann 
Wine:     JoAnn Holdmann, Michelle 
Hogan 
Usher:  TBD 
Comm. Set Up:  Sheri Besag 
Greeter:   TBD 
Coffee Fellowship: TBD 
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October Good News: Please pick up your newsletter if you receive a hard copy. Thank you! 
 
Faith Formation with Pastor Bill: The “Understanding the Old Testament” Faith Formation series 
continues this morning following worship. It will run thru October 25 (10/4, 10/11, 10/18, and 
10/25). The class will begin after worship and after you’ve had a chance to get a coffee. These 
weeks will provide an introduction to the Old Testament that will help you to open that section of 
the scriptures and make some sense of it. Bibles will be provided, but having your own could be 
beneficial. Even if you miss a week, you will benefit from attending the series. If you have any 
questions please check with Pastor Bill.  
 

Blood Drive: The next Versiti blood drive is this 
Thursday, October 15 in Fellowship Hall. There are slots 
available from 1 - 6pm. Call 877-232-4376 or use the 
QR code here and enter the Grace zip code 53092. 

 
Vaccine & BP Clinics: Our Faith Nursing Program team is hosting a vaccine clinic provided by 
Walgreen’s outreach program. This clinic will run simultaneously with the blood pressure clinic on 
October 25, following worship until 1pm. 

• This includes Flu, Covid, RSV (Respiratory Syncytial Virus), and pneumonia vaccine 
(usually once every 5 years) 

• These vaccines are administered by the pharmacist and/or a designated pharmacy 
technician from Walgreens 

• Walgreens offers vaccines at no cost to you with most insurance plans and Medicare Part 
B or D coverage (Bring your insurance cards) 

If you have any questions, please contact Scott Besag (414-520-8833). 
 
Trunk-or-Treat 2026: Decorate your vehicle or dress up and join us 
for Trunk-or-Treat, Sunday October 25th from 3 - 6pm. Set up will begin 
at 2:30pm in the church parking lot. 
     Candy and hot drinks will be provided, though feel free to bring 
additional treats to pass out. And don't forget to stay afterward for pizza! 
 
Annual Craft Fair: Mark your calendars for the annual Grace Craft Fair on Saturday, November 14 

from 9am - 2pm! If you are anyone you know is interested in reserving a booth, please visit 
https://bit.ly/GLCTcraftfair26 for information and to register. 
 
Wine Donations for the Craft Fair: There will be a wine raffle again this year at the craft fair. If 
you would like to donate a bottle or two, please drop off any kind of wine (valued at $10/bottle or 
more) in the narthex. 
 

https://bit.ly/GLCTcraftfair26


 15 

Craft Fair Crafters: Fall is in the air and it’s time to make all those gifts you want to sew, knit, or 
crochet. We have the perfect place for your extra gifts at our annual craft fair Church Table. As in 
years past, we want to sell those lovely things as a gift to the church. If you don’t have a sewing 
machine and want to sew, we have all you need in the church basement, including 2 machines and 
all the supplies for crafts, including fabrics.  
Any questions please call Anna Martin at 414-750-2477. 
 

Attention Crafters! The craft group that met on September 28 will now continue every Monday. 
This is a great opportunity to work on your latest project(s) while being inspired by other crafters. 
Please gather your projects, supplies and needed drop cloths and enjoy a day of creativity here at 
Grace Lutheran Church. 
    Mondays from 10am – 2pm 
    Break for lunch 11:30-12:30 

• Hot lunch available through ADRC ~ Cafe 60 (suggested $5 
donation). Reservation must be made by the prior Monday 
OR 

• Bring your own lunch. 
Any questions, or to make luncheon reservations, please contact Alice Laukert at 262-242-1546. 
 

Mr. Bob’s Under the Bridge: If you have any new or gently used coats, boots, or other cold 
weather clothing you would like to donate, please drop them off at the church in a box outside the 
Luther room. 
  

Synod RIC Pride Worship: The Milwaukee Synod RIC Ministry Team's "Celebrating Our Diversity 
as God's Children" 2026 Pride worship service will be at 6pm on Thursday, October 8th, at 
Ascension Lutheran Church, 1236 S Layton Blvd (aka S 27th St), Milwaukee. If anyone is interest 
in singing in the Pride worship service choir, please email Chuck Ellingson at 
chuckgmsric@gmail.com. Also, if anyone would like to attend the Pride worship service and 
provide baked goods, fruits, veggies, water, or anything else for the fellowship time following the 
Pride worship service, please email Chuck. 
 

Guest House Sandwiches: We assemble sandwiches for the guests at the Guest House twice 
each month – on the first and third Wednesdays at 9am. Join us for this opportunity to serve and to 
enjoy fellowship with one another on October 7 and 21. 
 

Worship Volunteers: Calling all readers, wine servers, ushers, greeters, 
communion setup folks and coffee fellowship helpers! There is a hard copy of 
the SignupGenius form on the communication desk for those that find it easier to 
sign up on their way in or out of church. The link sent out in the Grace Notes is still 
active and available, and this QR code can also be used to connect to the Signup 
Genius. Emails and phone calls are always welcome as well. Thank you!  
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Sunday Coffee Fellowship Information: We’re looking for 
friendly faces to help with coffee fellowship on Sunday 
mornings. It’s an easy but important ministry towards 
hospitality. There is a great guideline to follow and support is 
provided!! Just set up coffee, bring a few treats, one always gluten free, and help 
create a warm, welcoming space for connection after worship. If interested, please sign up using 
one of the following options: 
 · Communication desk signup sheet 

 · Online with SignupGenius using the link in the Grace Notes  

   or the QR code here 
 · Call the office and let Sandy know 

 · Theresa and Jen will also be reaching out by phone as well 

 · You can also reach out to: Jen Bartz ~ 414-550-5231, Theresa Umhoefer ~ 262-227-8840  

 
Food/Item Donations: Please note that at this time we are only collecting items for Family 
Promise and the All Peoples Church Pantry. Below are the items needed for these organizations. 
The Mr. Bob’s collection will return in the fall. 
 

Family Promise Needs: The Ozaukee County shelter is currently in need of items listed 
below. If you would like to contribute, donations can be placed in the bin by the Luther room in 
the narthex. 
Current needs: gas gift cards, full size mattress pads, toothpaste, 13-gallon garbage bags, 
Lysol disinfectant spray, toilet bowl cleaner, paper towels, toilet paper. 

 

Isaiah 55 Food Pantry (All Peoples Church): You may drop food  
and hygiene items off in the bins by Luther room. Items needed include: Pancake Mix, Syrup, 
Cereal, Canned Pasta (Spaghetti-O's, Ravioli), Tuna, Tuna Helper, Spam, Canned Beef Stew, 
Baked Beans, Pasta, Canned Pasta Sauce, White rice (1lb bags or instant), Peanut Butter, 
Jelly/Jam, Hamburger Helper, Canned Greens (Collard, Mixed, Turnip, Mustard), Toothpaste, 
Deodorant. 

 

Prayers: Chevelle Lutze (Veronica Junker's great-niece), Andy Roehrborn (cousin of Matt 
Junker), Rick Chu (Veronica Junker’s uncle), Jerry Karthauser, Judy Schwartz (friend of Delaine 
Jacobs), David Rauth, Tucker Kucharski, Judy Hogan (Ken Hogan’s mother), Wendy (friend of 
Geri Schesel), Ron (friend of Diane Omdahl), Joyce Winghart, Sandy Smith, Bill Luebke, Karen 
Krogstad (Courtney Krogstad’s mother-in-law), Javier Rodriguez, Madalynne Baum, DawnMark 
Bacon-Johnson, Diane Schumann, Caroline Lindberg (Niece of Holly Tischer). 
 

Celebrations this week:  
Birthdays Dee Christofferson – 10/9, Corrine Mattson - 10/9 
Anniversaries: Tony & Mickey Ferguson – 10/4, Paul & Doreen Goniu – 10/4,  
  David & Lori Rauth -10/8 

https://lacagette-coop.fr/?WantedCoopsMotiveesPourDonnerNaissance
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

