Volunteering with Genesis




Hi, | am llona.

It was one of the foggy days when | received
an e-mail and there was written: ,,Do you
want to become a volunteer in JRP-India?*

And guess what. | really wanted, so much.
Without any hesitation | started to fill
questionaire and dreaming about India was
slowly turning into true.

First Genesis voice | heard was speaking with
me by phone to arrange face to face meeting.
In that interview | met Aneta and Patrik for
the first time.

Aneta‘’s voice informed me, in the end of
selection process, that | am the chosen one to

go to India.
Time for adventure was here!

Let me introduce little Indian princess called
Puja. | will tell you one short story about
how we met each other.




By taking part in these projects, the participants of Genesis projects improve their
competencies (such as leadership, team building, communication skills, etc.) which will be

useful for their throughout their future lives.

Be open to new. It makes you grow.

See more http://genesisngo.com/

Before | went to India on behalf of Genesis, they had needed to train me properly. So
that's why | was travelling, with Aneta and Patric by my side, to special training. Where?

Direction was settled to Bali!


http://genesisngo.com/

Training in |

Fun but work too

Bali. Full of sun, sand, ocean, sufring, but lot
of work for us, too. They had to make us
volunteers. Seven young people needed this
lesson. RED Onion project covered 4
European and 4 Asian countries. Who were
our teachers? Our trainers. You will definitely
have training before you‘ll be sent to start
with volunteering.

Maybe, in the beginning, all the games,
activities, evaluations and feedbacks seem to
be like obstacle to have fun outside of
training hall, but believe me, all those things
you will learn in training are like a treasure
during your volunteering.

Do you need an evidence? Watch this. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n-0911PmuyU
This video was created by Fany, Indonesian volunteer from NGO Dejavato. Therima kasih, thanks a lot.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n-0911PmuyU

EVS — European Volunteering Service

yolunteering

EVS is progamme ran by European Comission, which provides youn% people to travel and get
experience, especially in some of the Europe countries. 1t is all supported by sending and hosting

organization.
How does it work?

EVS describes cooperation between sending anf hosting NGO, which make a deal to run project
together, to work on same goals. And who 1s the employee of the? Its you, suprisingly.

Sending NGO can approach you directly or you will have to google a bit to find free position. A
The scale of projects is really rich so it is almost imposible not to find anything intereting for you.

Despite that fact, Choose it carefully. You can do EVS just for a year at maximum and just once
during your life. But | guess, it is still worth to do that, isn‘t it?

See more https://europa.eu/youth/volunteering/evs-organisation_en



https://europa.eu/youth/volunteering/evs-organisation_en
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Suddenly, 1 was

volunteer!

| landed on the airport in Bhubaneswar. |
met hotness, huge humidity and mosquitos.
After some days rain joined our group and
this four was my company till the end of
my stay but amazing.

But it's a small price for meeting your
future working place and people there,
who will be your colleagues. Fastly, right
on the second day, | was introduced to my
new colleagues, who became my friends as
;/vgl.l as job description of volunteer in JRP-
ndia.

That time | was a JRP member. And JRP
was my second home.
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Besides my daily projects JRP introduced
- PV i me its all activities so | had that pleasure to
o~ 0 i try everything a bit. ©
Toilet construction. Non-hygienic environment causes a lot of
death in India. Building toilets means giving safe hygienic

See more https://www.jrpsai.org/

equipment to villagers and improve their life condition.


https://www.jrpsai.org/

And when You don‘t know What to do?
for selfiel .

Hello, Didi or Mam?

Didi is the name, which | was carrying in
two slum schoos, two public schools and
one tutorial.

It's not that easy to teach, despite you
teach just basics of math, English or GK. At
the beginning | thought it‘s a challege to
teach in non-formal way, but after all |
coudn't even image not to wuse it.
Naturally, it's more funy to teach by
plaiyng. So we danced a lot, drew and
painted lot of pictures, competed in
quizes, sang and did sports.



Girls were amazing.
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From teacher to

lecturer

| really want to do something in India so |
joined MHM  (Menstrual Hygiene
Management) project.

| was giving advise how to manage
menstruation in order to be proud and
without shame and in the same time avoid
health risks.

My audience increased from one small
class to big hall, so | tried to have a speech
in front of hundreds girls and | loved that
— it was meaningful. For them, but for me
too. | learnt a lot about Indian culture.
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From a lecturer to

officer

Not only MHM was connected with that
cursed word, paper work. | needed to
realize that field work can‘t be done
without office work.

Communication about MHM with our
partners as well as organizing other
related projects or helping with writing
proposals, editing documents etc. were
such a valuable experience for me.

And when | found some free time in
office, 1 helped JRP and created new
promotional materials or preparing new
official documentation. So, do not forget
laptop!



My task was t0
prepare
programme in
slums as well as
activities for our
visitors.

From office to the

world, again

The circle of my tasks was almost at the
end when | was organizing and planning
my activities but JRP activities too.

| was cooperating on  Personal
Development Week for foreign students,
planning trainings for local volunteers and
teachers, for other Eramus+ projects and
then 1 was able to run my own
crowdfunding project.

That was the best thing for me in India. It
is not enough to have good ideas once
you are not ready to turn them into
reality.



My own project

A #cistaskola
 Fage dye, Clste detl

As | told you, the biggest experience for me was to try my own project. You will assume
responsibility. Believe me or not, in every single place there is something to improve — not
only in India. So why you would not help?

More about #100let1ceskaskola you can find here https://www.instagram.com/ilona_in_india/



https://www.instagram.com/ilona_in_india/

You are outside the comfort zone —

discover what is there!

Adventure B

Nevertheless, volunteering is not just work, work, work. Dont worry, they thought
about your free time. And it will be necessary to have it.

All my free time | dedicated to discovering India. Travelling was, is and will be my
passion so | started to explore India to meet amazing people, see breathtaking
places and get to know India closer.
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Jaipur, pink city in desert
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Amritsar.

Travelling through India alone was quit a challenge. But India couldn’t let me be alone — not
for long time. By my choice or not, | met so much people and | spent some time with them.
With passengers, travellers ad other volunteers. 1 can't say | regret, not at all. They
introduced me their point of view to India and it was better to read travel guide.



A ..to help me go home safely.

But lot of adventure you can face even in your place, town or village, it depens — with right
people, your frinds. They will show you place wher you live in totally new perspective
closer to ,,our generation™. So then you will find out they like to watch Game of Thrones,
listen Beyonce or wear jeans and oversize. We are not that different as it seems beacause of

our skin. ©




And my last day was here. | finished my
tasks, it was quite easy, but say goodbye
to kids, it was hard for me. | cried,
honestly. But it is not surprise once you
are so close to place you were living 6
months. You will see.

| had to say huge thank you to my
hosting NGO, my friends, kids and
colleagues who all made my stay
amazing.

But in Czech Republic, there was Genesis
waiting for me and 1| was looking
forward to pay them all the help they
gave me back. So | was ready to express
my gratitude.




Re-integration and its shock. 1 Oh, |
thought it is not my case, | survived and
truly enjoyed India what can be more
challenging then that stay, but you know,
it will come. Dont be afraid, it is
something very normal. Perhaps, you
will face troubles to understand your
homeland and its people, you will feel
homesick, you will have so much free
time..

..but you need to know and realize, the
best you can do for you now is to
provide all you have learnt in hosting
country in your present life now. You
will be so full of skills, knowledge,
experience! © Share it.




Huge life experience

Exploring different cultures

I h :
Adventure OPe We will see each other. |

but you too, @

Will se my kids

Find us here:
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https://www.facebook.com/genesisczech/
https://www.instagram.com/genesis_ngo/
http://genesisngo.com/
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