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lexandria Ocasio-

Cortez, the youngest
woman ever elected to Congtess,
represents New York’s 14th
District. Since 2019, she’s
brought unapologetic energy to
the House, breaking through
political norms to give working-
class communities a stronger
voice. Her priorities are clear:
climate action, economic fairness,

and social justice.
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A champion of the Green New Deal and
Medicare for All, AOC pushes policies that demand
a government that works for everyone—not just
the wealthy. In her first terms, she’s co-authored
groundbreaking climate proposals, fought for
affordable housing, and spotlighted corporate
accountability in high-profile hearings. Her use of
social media and direct outreach has made her one
of the most recognizable figures in American
politics. As a young Latina in Congress, Ocasio-
Cortez has shattered glass ceilings and inspired a
new generation to step into public life. Her
presence signals a shift—politics no longer belongs

only to the establishment, but to the people ready

to rewrite the rules.
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Aditya Kumar is a senior at Clarksburg High

School. He founded this organization to spread law

literacy better, especially due to the lack of matters

related to law in Montgomery County. Outside of

Youth Legal Journal, he takes part in Asian-
American advocacy, playing badminton, and he
loves listening to music. Aditya is so excited to

work with the board this year.

Hannah is a senior at Clarksburg High School.
She believes that law literacy is a necessary skill
for young citizens and joined this organization
to spread awareness about prevalent legal issues
and encourage civil participation in her peers.
Outside of Youth Legal Journal, Hannah
dedicates time toward music programs and loves

to read and learn.
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n April 22, 2025, the Expungement Beform Act was passed m Marvland and enacted as Senate Ball 432, This law secks 1o address
the bong-term consequences and systemic barricrs faccd by people with a caminal pocord, especially those who have suceessfully
served their senvtences and gone :hnslgh thie rehabiliation Process,

According 1o House Speaker Adrienne Jones, this kegishition is a critical step forward, particularly in a seate where racial dispariies in
InCarceration remain d:-lrm'ingi:.‘ hiﬂh. Maryland, as she noted, “incarcerates the highest percentage off Black pnl:lrlh:' in the |:|:r|.||11r:.'.“ With this
in mingl, lvormakers are mow working more mtentionally to promote equity within the cominal justce system. The Expungement Reform Act
reflects a growing recognition thar the criminal justice system should offer pathways for redempaion and reintegracion onee an individisal’s
sentence s served.

Among the provisions of this act is onc allowing individuals 1o more casily expunge their record, Before the Expungement Reform Act
was sipmed o bowe by Wes Moore, a violation of probation, such as messing 3 scheduled appointment or fatlure tor pay 2 fine, could disqualify
the offender from expunging their recond, regandless of their overall suceesses on probation. Aceording 1o Governor Moore,

“We have got to confront this myth that every sentence needs to be a life sentence. They
cannot get a loan, they cannot get a home, they cannot get hired, and oftentimes, it’s

because of an offense they committed years, if not decades ago!”
B, with the passage of this ace, these probation vielations are nog classified as an automatie barsicr o cypunEgement.

Beyond probaton-related reform, this legislaton also expanads the list of misdemeanor convictions that can be expunged. These elighble
convictions inclede cemain wrafiic violations, some domestie-relaed erirnes, and eredie card dhein. Addinoenally, ie simplifics the process for
expunging cannabss-related charpes that have been pardoned by Governor Wes Moore, This chanpe comes as a larger nasonal trend roaands
decriminalization of certain cannabis-related changes has begun to ke shape.

Farthermare, it wipes cermain noen-convicson records from the Maryland [udiciary Case Search, 1o ensure thar cenain cases—such as
charges that have been placed on a “stet”™ (nacinee) docket for at lexst three vears--are no bonger publicly visble. This change 15 mpormant
because even non-convictions can prevent people from obtaining a job, kousing, housing, or eredit when visible in public dasabases,

“The implications of this act are tremensdous. A eriminal recornd can
provide a significans deriment o one’s ability o find & job, housing, and
educatonal oppornunities. By making expungement of such 2 record easier,
this act allows people with a eriminal hisvory o be reintegrared ineo socicty
following their rehabilication. Thus, by removing the barmers 1o expungement,
Aarvland allows these people to become pricductve members of society,

which in turn helps communities become safer and more productive. xx

This act represents a shift withan the state of Maryvland from a puniove
justies system towands one thar emphasizes rehabalitation and reintegration of
former cnminals, It makes the SVSEEM e *!qui:ﬂhh', ::-r'l:'.,'ring a Fresh siarg (o
those who need it the most.

AUGUST 2025 | ISSUE 03 06



olloing  months of legal challenges 1o President Trump's
January executive onder limiting birthright citieenship, the
l'_h :"'||.|'|||,:I'||,' 'r.ll'.l'.'l i'\-\.'\-\.l:-;.'\'d il I.:<I|'I'\--;.'\'CII:-€\.'|'||i:I. |||;|,"I-'-c||'| ] _Il.'|'||; :_
,'!ll.?_':- I a 6-3 |;|"i|‘|_q_ I|":|; [:I:-;II'l <I,|,'|,'|||'||;|,| ({8 ;||,||,|1'-c;u '\.|.|'||_'r|||_|' I|':;
order violues the 14th Amendment. Instcad, it found thar lower
overstcpped  their  awhonty by issuing

federal  courts  haxl

naticmwide injunciions that blocked the policy's implementation.

Werting for the magonby 16 7 TUITIf Ve LA ."-."-.._|'.I'\-I:Il\.'l\.' Ay Loy
Eharrett rr|1|1:'|.|-|..-:4.'n| that courts should |1':\-::-1.'|-.:.n'.' rebief only o the
plarmiizs directly involved i a gven case, *A '!!-|.'|I‘.II:|‘.:.'- reTmeey
must be narrowly milored,” she wrote, arguing thar the judiciary
should avoid halong federal policy on a natonwide scale, The
-q,"h.l.,{l.lil\. (] ||'.'-;i-q:| 15 srill i::-l!lll_'l\.-q.'ﬂ Lk} :3 ALALCS amd "ll':.l'a:'l'l'luh:li-:!_ ”';' -
-c?.l.-q,' 4] |>|!_.;|:-||'||_{ i{._'\..ll -q,l'-.%"-;:rlu\_»;'l-_ “-cml_'l.l_':’_ r|'||_ I'H:-l:il_':h |'|'|i:_;|'|| .!'\-q,' i

place in the other 28 seares by July 27.

'|'|'||. |_||_-|;|-.:|||'| {.lr'l'il, % T |.i||:' i:I'lL'b-'il_'.l'.I-:ll'n fioar heorw i'.l'll'l'li:_:l‘":ll-:ll'l
lws amed federal policies more broadly are enforeed. While
supportcrs argue the ruling reinforces judicial restraine, critics
contend that it shifis sgnificant power away from the bower courts,
In a forceful desent, Justice Sonia Sotomavor warned  that the
ruling could result v legal inconmstency and unegual protecoons

FCIOES e COMEiry,

“This decision invites a fragmented
and unpredictable legal landscape,”

she wrote.

I:Jl'li:u-ll-;;nlx |:-|' I|||; r|:|i-|:_: AL ||-\-,-|I it LY |;1'-q,'|:. |I|'|!I|l-\. ‘_"l.; abuiliry
af lower courts o prevent the foderal government from enforcing

potentially unlawful policies. Senator Chns Murphy voicesd eoncern

it, undder this |'-r|.n'|1r|1'.._ cdy the SUPTEIE Coaurt can now
B uniform nationwicde rulmgre. “That's chaos, he remarked at

a press boefing, O the other hand, propomsents of the decision

View It A5 A NECEERATY boEndary on ju

1] praer, SenEnor _||:-'::|'|
keennedy detended the mbing, ~.r.'|ri11;_-, “It's not the i-.l:l:-:;i.'.ﬂ.'!.'- il
o sepond-guess every executive acton, I you're upset, thats part
af living in a demoersey”

‘e the center of the legal bande remains the unresolved
question. of  whether the exeowive order is  constinsional.
\dvoeacy groups such as CASA amd the Amercan Immdgration
Council have pledged g0 continue their legal challenges under the
Lidth Amendment, The Amencan Consooacion Socety warned theat
the |'-u!:|"._ if |'.11|1E'\. mented unevenly, could cause “confusion,

chans, and pain” foor immigrant familics

Currently, no changes 1o U5, cinzenship law have officially
‘.;l.\'-\,l_'.'| |_-|'r'|_-|_'| I“Ilml_"h CF, 'u.i:|'| :1'g|| |'|.'|'\.I»;;\-|_Ii|:-'.|- P VR i|'||_: (K SANE,
'.:.'I\'.' LN II1:I| III.'Il‘.Ill\.' LT |1iTI|'|r:_.:|‘|'. I.'i'.il'!l.'fl"'\-hiE'\l 1= I'.|r r':-"-|1| LT, "-‘-:ll":

1 H o= J
e ||kq.'||r|- il O refurming ol I":I.' :"'-IE'\ITI.'I e Lourt onee ELSH LN




n May 14, 2022, Payton Gendron infamously shot and

killed ten Black people, injuring three more, in a targeted
racist attack at Top Friendly Markets in Buffalo, New York.
Gendron, a self-proclaimed white supremacist and fascist, planned
this attack for months and committed the act out of purported hate
for the Black community.

Gendron pled guilty to all charges in the federal death penalty
case. The trial is set to move forward in 2026, but additional lawsuits
were filed by the families of the victims. These lawsuits, though,
were brought against various social media companies that the mass
shooter interacted with. Gendron also live-streamed part of the
attack on a private, invite-only server on Discord. The families
alleged that these social media sites radicalized Gendron and
exposed Gendron to racist conspiracy theoties, prompting him to
commit the mass shooting, The companies involved in the lawsuit
include 4Chan, Snapchat, Discord, YouTube, Meta, and Amazon.
An attorney for the plaintiffs, Matthew Bergman, explained that
“la]ll we’re saying is that these companies should have the same duty
that every other company in America has — the duty to think about
the dangers their product have.”

The New York District Court ruled in favor of the plaintiffs, in
response to which the defendants appealed the case to the Appellate
Court of New York. The appellate court ruled 3-2 in favor of the
defendants, finding that social media companies could not be held
liable for Gendron’s crimes. The ruling was significantly driven by
the Communications Decency Act, specifically Section 230 which
immunizes online platforms against content posted by third parties,
such as users of the platform.

AUGUST 2025 | ISSUE 03

In the case, the social media companies used this law to argue

that as they only provided the platform for the speech, not the
speech itself, they could not be held liable for it. Attorneys for the
defense also included the First Amendment’s right to free speech in
their arguments. Judges wortied that ruling in favor of the plaintiffs
would set a dangerous precedent going forward, one in which the
free, competitive nature of speech online would be greatly

disrupted.

Despite the outcome of the case, it introduced a pioneering
legal idea focused on holding social media companies liable for the
radicalizing design of their sites. Lawyers for the plaintiff focused
not on whether the speech itself was protected under the First
Amendment, but instead on how the algorithms purposefully push
content intended to confirm and enable pre-existing biases of the

user.

Similar cases such as Force v. Facebook and Gonzalez v.
Google in which the courts again pointed to Section 230 of the
Communications Decency Act were referenced by the plaintiffs in
this lawsuit as well because judges wrote dissenting opinions in both
cases condemning the overly broad application of the
Communications Decency Act. This case lays the framework for a
legal argument that could one day convince the court to
acknowledge the culpability of social media companies in designing
purposefully addictive and radicalizing algorithms.
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MARYLAND MAN SEEKS JUSTICE
AFTER 32 YEARS BEHIND BARS

ecacdes atrer his arrest an -||I'||:|.' 18 YEATS i, _'Iu!'1=1 iI:Lr'riﬂJ.;rnnﬂ 1% 1|.|i113._1 former PrOSECHTnTs anid detecives

in Harford Couny, Marvland for his wrongful convietion, Hoffingron spent 32 years in prison, incleding
10 years on death row;, for & bratal double-homicide he dida'’t commit. His case demonsieates the hassh ecalie
af the legal syarem’ failurcss,

Comrt documents alleged that Huffingion and Deno Kanams bought cocaine from Joseph Hudson, whao
Huffington then shot several dmes. He then was said to have vickously seabbed and beat Hudson's grlfriend,
Dazne Becker, in hier vehicle as her d-vear-ald somn sle .

Ranaras vestified agaimst Huffington, and was convicted amnd semenced o life in prison for his mole in
Hudson's death. Huffington emas comvicted and sentenced o death by the gas chamber. Although the
conviction was overturned by the Mandand Court of Appeals [now kiown az the Marvand Supreme Court),
|!LI1.|liI1_|_|='II:|I'| L B :1|.".'|i1|. corvicted and senvtenced oo death i 1954, iI.Lr't'iﬂgruun larer clarmed char m thas mmal, has
defense fatled o call a L~:_-!. WIENESS O ||:|l.'|.-1|:i!,;.'||:|.- nther wHnesses, u.lrl'ml.l_gh this was nat enaoueh o overturn the
second convicnon., His death sentence, howwever, was vacated on an addsnonal A|1|u.|l. and was pusiead
semtenced 1o pao conscoative life reems. The deh ULS Cirenin Count of Appeals later uphekd the convictions iin
1908

Huttmgrons convicnons were Inrgq-l:. hased on Karanas’ testnmmy and hatr found ar the cnme scene,
which paGscClalnes cluimed marched ||L|1'|_I|'|!.:I=1|'|'h In 2011, however, The "l:'-'.ih]'-in!.:lcll'l Past discovered an FI
repodt that sugpested the agent who performed the hair analysis may mot have even tested the hair ar all
Harford County Stare’s Atborney lllm.'g:-h Cassilly did s |1|:\-c:-1.'|-:|.-'.' the 17949 report o Huffington's bwvers In
2003, after DINA testing peoved the hair was not Huffington's, his convictbons were overturned after spending
32 VEATS I SO Huffington reluctantly ente red an Alford plea = im which a defendant doesn’t have to admat
suilt bug sckmwledpes the state’s evidence is suffictent o convict = in 00T maiher than face a thirgd enal,

Governos Larey Hogan pardoned Huffington in 2023, and he was later swarded $2.9 million under a 2021
law that allows wrongly convicted people 1o seek financial remedy.

Che of the most serows issucs in Huffington's case was prosceurorial misconduct, meaning a prosceuatos
acted l.||'|l.'1i|:1.':||'|g.' O 1||l:~_\.'_:|:|:. l.|l.|1'i|'|!.: criminl i r|_'|_-|_-._|1|'|_|_-;._ The :'I-[:lr:.'|:|1l-:| l"-'.lt=-|'|.'|'|'||.' Coufe unanimou '-|g.' visled 1o
alishar Cassilly in 3021 for wathhobling exculpatory evidbence, as not sharing the FBI repore that could have
exonerated Huffington was a major violation of his legal righes

Huffington 1= now suing those he holds responsble for his wrongful comvictions, Although Cassilly and
athers have p-.l-:m,'d awwy, bz ezmte 15 named az a defendant, alomge wath other foemer couniy pEOSSCIEtOrs,
sherft's depuries, and Harcford Counry iself, The lowsuir acouses lowr enforcement of malicious proscouation,

talse arrest, and fabricanng evidence,

Buow 62, he's workinge 1o 'I!-:;I|_'|- others who are released from ?riiun o rebendd cherr lives, £3INEE e doesn't
want the vears he bost oo be wasted. “Ir takes pao secomds o pac vone i, amd M), ) years (o per vou out,
Huffingoan said. “Sometimes the only way o 0% it is 00 make as loud a moise and bring the most arention wo
i’

Aeeording 1o Governor Wes Moore, Huffington “serves as a reminder that our seate has not alesays gotten
it right, but we will abways keep searching to make sure that we do ..

On behalf of the entire state of
Maryland, we are deeply, deeply sorry.”
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SENATE BILL 422: MARYLAND
RECONSIDERS CHARGING
MINORS AS ADULTS

uring Maryland’s 2025 General Assembly sessson dbe Marpland (dfiee of

ulbe Dieferder (IPLY reviaicil the ||1nH-".I:|n-.!|nH practice of auiormabsalh
CRASIYE UGG 35 aclles. [t 1 a |:|:||H:;\-|tl.|1'r FiiTELTs |.‘|||'|I.|:'|H:|:|'||:.' :|.|‘||:-|.u;\-|| FTERE =S TE
facing changes such & caspecking, frcarm posscssion, sl robbere In Maryland,
when a minor is placed on wrisl there are oo possible ouncomes: they face
judgement in an sdult courn, risking prison mme o they e cransferred oo a juvenile
court where the focus i rather rchabilimatonal. This decision ultamarcly rests with
the pdge

One of the most commen pasofications for charging minors as  aduls is
a ooncern for public safery. Draring a tesomony opposing legislasion reformang chis
procedure, Halimome County Smaeck  Aborney, Sonet Shellenberger a vocal
suppHaTicT of the practios cited a F595 case in which @ sehood nume was raped by a
~Iw|nll_i|||;|'|.'lr|||g-'|'|.‘|;1; are e chulileen, These ae aof chilidzen'™, Cineens ace
abun waoeeied than the Depariment of Juvendle Services (M3 kecks the nocessary
resurces 1o relabdline 2l the minors. facing charpes.

Throughaut the assombh’s kegalatve  session, the OPFD sironghe urged
lywmaakers b0 cnd bas practice citeng that Maryaled renks werasenl anly b Alahana
it Ehe taniber of munios betacen aged 1417 |H,-||||{ awl sifampht 16 adiele ez,
Rohin Salees, the OPD Regional Disector of 'ﬁ'umlh.m'qﬂmunl thair thse priicess of
autmatically changeng naenos a5 adalis disproportionaely affeces blsck and  brown
children, highlighting thar while black children make up 3% of Sarplend’s
population they make up §1%% of minors changed as aduls,
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Diegpite overwhelning smounts of support for the reform o be made, no
wction has been taken by the CGeneral Assembdy 5all, some Diemoomane emakers
comtinac o push tor change. On Febuary 5, 2025 Senate hill 422 was mnimoduccd
with the parposs of marmowing doun the st of offonscs chat nresshicd in the
aulcwtrats sl ;llll‘“’.flj_' iol ERbE Bir 1 |||;|'|I -ul'l:l:ﬂu_-\ sl as ||:|.1r:l|;l arxl A
Mimnes facimp any other chaspes would begin in the juvenile sysem

The goal of this reform is oo end the ausomatic charging of minors as edalis,
prrearitizing the rehabilication of pavendes, and andoing Marylands outler ranking
among othor sato Ina sepont sohoased by the non-profit Human Righis for kids,
1t was revealod that M:rg.l'.md as b F:IH.I.Illl.-lll'H"p,'“ pETCentape il |1r,|:|1h_'
imcarecrared Foe crimes they committed a8 chikbren Adlisomally, it has boen shown
that ender the carrent system black childrem sre seven times meoee likely o be
charged as adalis compared po their whice counterpams.

Ar thhe bill's eniral hesring, support for che bill far curseighed opposicion,
with most pushback coming from sme’s anomneys in Balimore Ciry  and
Charles, Wicoméon and Baltimore counties. These prosecurors cestificd  chat
moat of thor conoorms stemmed from doubes that the [eparoment of  Juvenile
Services had the resources b belp all of Marylasd's juvonile defosdanis

Simce the inital hearing responacs, some of the suppon ha died down, wmh
dizfonan attarnoys and athor refonm advestates angaing that the hill docan®t go far
erasuph 'uhalr]’l..:puhb:ml and sosne [HTTCC U CORINECT u:,mlgt'llﬂ 18 14 B
lenbene,




* TRUMP V. UNITED STATES

o July 1st of 20024, the Supreme Courr held ina 6-3

1h."l:i.'Ii.l:m lhﬂ .'-II. !-l:!lTI'l.'II!I' 1.‘.‘"‘!. I"ﬂ.'!iil.'lﬂﬂ1! ]'I.I'a'l'.' I:I:H'I.'IF*EH.'
ity from proseoution of any sctions taken whilst in offiee
A% I:mg as such acnons are official acrs wirthin their consitnesonal
seope of poaer, and presumptive immunity from actions that
are beyvond the scope, bur still official acts, Presidents have zero
imirmaenicy from prvace sces that are not official nor do they
pertzin to a presdent’s executive powers, Under this absolute
ity the Presidents exercise of his executive awhoriy
cannot be questioned by courts nor persecwted by the law,

In Auguse of 2023, President Dionald Trump was indicted on
four criminal charpes of conspiracy 1o defrand the LS,
::mﬂ[ﬁmr}' tir esbstruct an offcal Flm-n.'m:hrlg.. ahstruction of and
artcimipt 1o obstruct an official proceading, and conspiracy agains
rights unsder Spocial Counsel fack Smith’s investigation of the
_Innunr:.' fith attacks on the {:.'-lpinn'l 'Islri|n.‘|i.11|g. In n:sfumn:-,'rmmp
argued that he had immuanity o prosccution as his actons were
“orfficial acts", meaning e woukd have w be impeached by the
l‘Ii:IIJFI:' HI1|:|. I:I:H'I.'I'il._'ﬂ. h'rl. tI'IE' .II';IEI'IHI:E

] Iqm'ﬂ'n:r.'t'nuﬂp‘r. maticky oo dismiss the case on the gn‘u..mds
of Presiclential immuniey was denbed on both the disenet and

circuit levels of the Districe of Colembia, leading to Trump's
appeal to the Supreme Court of the United States.
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The key precedent in Trump v. United
States was Clinton v. Jones, a 1997 Supreme
Court case that held that a sitting president
is not immune from prosecution for actions
taken prior to his swearing into office or
actions that are not official acts.

Rather than applying Chnton v. Jones directly, the courts must
distinguish berween the tao cascs, evennmlly deciding than
i|11m|mi|;:.' shavuld exazr in this sw:_-il'u; SITLIALN 2% 'l'rum'p'_n ACTIENNS
were "official acis”, Clinton v. Jones was also reinforeed in this
ruling as the decision maintained the precodent that all presidents,

I’I:H'I'I:H.'I' O Current, I.'II:F B]nl I'H:III:I il.'l:lﬂﬂ.l.l'l'it:.' EI1!' tI'IEi.T l!ll'i'i'.'lhl.' !.tl'irll.'l!.

The nuimiq.' u]'&ini:un claimed thar couns do neot have the
authosity to question a president’s “cose constitutional powens™
such as pardons and vetoes, as it is a violaion of the Separaton of
Powers. Further, it was arpued thar fear of prosecution may hinder
a president’s decision making abilities, weakenang the strang
cxecutive power outlined in the Constination. The dissenting
opimion however, arpued char no one, even the President, 15 no
abowve the bow and should ot be ereated as such, a3 such actions
resemble a monanchy, Further, the dissenting justices angued thar
vast executive OFVER IVES WY for pm:.'idunlx fis Commmig
dangesows amd unconstimtionl acts thae cannot be cheeked Iy the

las,

Biux why is this ruling specifically imponant a vear kaer?

O July X2ncd of 2025, President Tromip aceused former
president Barack C¥ama of being a “rngleader” of alleped efforts
by the LS IntelBgence Agency 1o “steal™ the 2006 dectbon from
hirm, elaiming Obama committed treason theough Russia’s
interference with the election,

The wuth behind Trump’s aceusations has not been affiremed
or densed vet, bt i is likely thae if 2 case s broughe against
Oibarma, be will be able g declare immunity under the raling of
Trump v. United States, As the ruling shickls all former pressdents
I’“:ll'l't I:r.il'll:il'lﬂ! Flﬂ:l!-ll'\ll:l.l"irll.'l. Erwe o meik, as Jrll.'lﬁ s hi!li EJIEFL'I.'I
actiods were official and in line with his executive power, Obama
would be exempt from prosecution,

Ll
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