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YES
SHE
DID ALEXANDRIA

OCASIO-CORTES

              lexandria Ocasio- 

               Cortez, the youngest

woman ever elected to Congress,

represents New York’s 14th

District. Since 2019, she’s

brought unapologetic energy to

the House, breaking through

political norms to give working-

class communities a stronger

voice. Her priorities are clear:

climate action, economic fairness,

and social justice.  

        A champion of  the Green New Deal and

Medicare for All, AOC pushes policies that demand

a government that works for everyone—not just

the wealthy. In her first terms, she’s co-authored

groundbreaking climate proposals, fought for

affordable housing, and spotlighted corporate

accountability in high-profile hearings. Her use of

social media and direct outreach has made her one

of  the most recognizable figures in American

politics. As a young Latina in Congress, Ocasio-

Cortez has shattered glass ceilings and inspired a

new generation to step into public life. Her

presence signals a shift—politics no longer belongs

only to the establishment, but to the people ready

to rewrite the rules.
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Hannah is a senior at Clarksburg High School.

She believes that law literacy is a necessary skill

for young citizens and joined this organization

to spread awareness about prevalent legal issues

and encourage civil participation in her peers.

Outside of Youth Legal Journal, Hannah

dedicates time toward music programs and loves

to read and learn.

HANNAH THOMAS

Aditya Kumar is a senior at Clarksburg High

School. He founded this organization to spread law

literacy better, especially due to the lack of matters

related to law in Montgomery County. Outside of

Youth Legal Journal, he takes part in Asian-

American advocacy, playing badminton, and he

loves listening to music. Aditya is so excited to

work with the board this year.

ADITYA KUMAR
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THE OFFICERS







                  n May 14, 2022, Payton Gendron infamously shot and 

                  killed ten Black people, injuring three more, in a targeted

racist attack at Top Friendly Markets in Buffalo, New York.

Gendron, a self-proclaimed white supremacist and fascist, planned

this attack for months and committed the act out of  purported hate

for the Black community.

        Gendron pled guilty to all charges in the federal death penalty

case. The trial is set to move forward in 2026, but additional lawsuits

were filed by the families of  the victims. These lawsuits, though,

were brought against various social media companies that the mass

shooter interacted with. Gendron also live-streamed part of  the

attack on a private, invite-only server on Discord. The families

alleged that these social media sites radicalized Gendron and

exposed Gendron to racist conspiracy theories, prompting him to

commit the mass shooting. The companies involved in the lawsuit

include 4Chan, Snapchat, Discord, YouTube, Meta, and Amazon.

An attorney for the plaintiffs, Matthew Bergman, explained that

“[a]ll we’re saying is that these companies should have the same duty

that every other company in America has — the duty to think about

the dangers their product have.”

        The New York District Court ruled in favor of  the plaintiffs, in

response to which the defendants appealed the case to the Appellate

Court of  New York. The appellate court ruled 3-2 in favor of  the

defendants, finding that social media companies could not be held

liable for Gendron’s crimes. The ruling was significantly driven by

the Communications Decency Act, specifically Section 230 which

immunizes online platforms against content posted by third parties,

such as users of  the platform.
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SOCIAL MEDIA
COMPANIES NOT LIABLE
FOR MASS SHOOTER
BY FRANCES PIPA

        In the case, the social media companies used this law to argue

that as they only provided the platform for the speech, not the

speech itself, they could not be held liable for it. Attorneys for the

defense also included the First Amendment’s right to free speech in

their arguments. Judges worried that ruling in favor of  the plaintiffs

would set a dangerous precedent going forward, one in which the

free, competitive nature of  speech online would be greatly

disrupted.

        Despite the outcome of  the case, it introduced a pioneering

legal idea focused on holding social media companies liable for the

radicalizing design of  their sites. Lawyers for the plaintiff  focused

not on whether the speech itself  was protected under the First

Amendment, but instead on how the algorithms purposefully push

content intended to confirm and enable pre-existing biases of  the

user. 

        Similar cases such as Force v. Facebook and Gonzalez v.

Google in which the courts again pointed to Section 230 of  the

Communications Decency Act were referenced by the plaintiffs in

this lawsuit as well because judges wrote dissenting opinions in both

cases condemning the overly broad application of  the

Communications Decency Act. This case lays the framework for a

legal argument that could one day convince the court to

acknowledge the culpability of  social media companies in designing

purposefully addictive and radicalizing algorithms.
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INTERESTED IN
WRITING ARTICLES?

GET INVOLVED TODAY!
Check out the Youth Legal Journal deputy applications on our

official website to get involved in writing articles, managing

internal affairs, or playing a part in managing our Instagram!

VISIT OUR INSTAGRAM
Take a look at our infographics summarizing some of the most

recent legal news!


