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Palmetto Pal’s PaPer 
‘Our community connecting YOU to Palmetto Island State Park’ 

Friends of Palmetto Island publishes this electronic newsletter on the 1st of each 

month. To receive a copy please e-mail info@friendsofpalmetto.org 

  To ‘un-subscribe’ e-mail the above.  Only current members without an e-mail    

address will  receive a copy of this newsletter by mail.  Thank you!    

Please feel free to share. 

So we’re taking a deep breath and going to ‘leap’ into this 

New Year. (Did you know that 2020 is a leap year?) We 

know it’s always a little tough to leave all of the holiday’s 

behind and get rolling into the New Year. I took a peek 

back and we really had a GREAT year. Our annual report 

will probably be out sometime in March and I think our 

impact on the park is once again impressive. The park it-

self did well in 2019, and it’s our understanding that it’s 

one of only 3 state parks that takes in enough revenue to cover their cost of operation. 

Thanks to patrons like you, we have one of the best parks in the state! Are you wonder-

ing what 2020 will bring for Friends of Palmetto Island State Park? Well, to be honest, 

we’re kind of at a bit of a cross roads. This month we’ll be working through how to exe-

cute events for 2020. We could really use your help! Without new volunteers, chairmen 

or board members, some events may have to be canceled. So if you care about the park, 

become a member. (I posted a membership application and volunteer guidelines on 

page 2-3 for incase you haven’t gotten yours yet.) Attend the meetings and participate in 

helping us make things happen. There will be several available seats on the board in 

March. Become a board member and help shape the organization and the direction in 

which it supports Palmetto Island State Park. Help us keep Palmetto Island State 

Leaping into 2020 

“The park staff is working hard to spruce up the park this winter. We are currently in 

the process of re-painting all of the picnic tables in the park as well as all of the sign 

posts. We are also trying to pressure wash or otherwise revamp all of the campsites, 

pavilions, etc. Anyone interested in volunteering to help with any of these ongoing pro-

jects can contact the park at 893-3930.”  Marcelle Guidry, Park Manager 

Manager’s Message 

mailto:info@friendsofpalmetto.org
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Cookin’ Cracklins 

We’re working on our annual Cracklin Cooking Demonstration. 

All of the event info is on page 2. I can’t believe it’s been 7 years 

already. My, my, how this event has grown from the simple 3 

cooks and 150 people to between 10-20 cooks and 1000 people.  

So far we have over 15 different cracklin cooks committed to the 

event. We’re looking for a few more ‘flash fryers’ (beignets, sau-

sage, sweet potatoes, etc) to be able to give patrons a few other 

items to taste.  Please let us know if you have an extra pot and 

can be on site to cook. All Dutch Oven cooks are invited to 

demonstrate desserts. Patrons will be tasting at your cooking 

site, so they’ll know exactly where they got their favorite or tried something new. We 

think you’ll really enjoy the live entertainment we have scheduled. Oh, by the way, 

Mrs. Kim, Mr. Earl and Mr. Murphy can sing too.  I just know it’s going to be a really 

fun day! Volunteers to help with concessions and merchandise sales would be appreci-

ated too. I’m also looking for a co-chair person to help me and to learn how to coordi-

nate this event. All we need for sure is good weather. We hope we’ll see you there.  

Volunteer and Membership Social 

Every year, as a small token of our appreciation, Latanier Cookers and Friends of Pal-

metto Island partnered together to host a social for members of our organizations and 

volunteers who have help us through out 2019. The social was held at the park and was 

attend by 55 volunteers and members. Butch prepared a tasty chicken and sausage 

gumbo for everyone. The trimmings and covered dishes were fantastic! Visiting without 

working is always the goal of this event to show our gratitude to members and volun-

teers. You can’t have a Christmas Social without some form of ‘Dirty’ Santa. Chris and 

Shawn never disappoint us. Laughter and friendly theft are always required. The social 

is relaxing and fun. As an extra special appreciation to people in attendance, a drawing 

for 20 different restaurant gift cards was held. Thank you, Thank you, Thank you! We 

can’t make 2020 a success with out you. 

February 29, 2020 

Our Wishes for You, Great Start for Jan, Love for Feb, Peace for 

March, No Worries for April, Fun for May, Joy for June through 

November, Happiness for December.  

Have a Fantastic and Lucky 2020! 
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Latanier Cookers’ D.O.G. ‘Chow’ 

Latanier Welcomes 2020 Commissioners 

Palmetto Island State Park has been blessed to have a fantastic Dutch Oven Chapter. And these 3 

dedicated people do a great job at guiding the group and keeping things going. Congratulations to 

Butch, Shari and Carlene for your willingness to serve another year as Commissioner, Vice-

Commissioner and Secretary-Treasurer.  

Latanier has also opened their membership for 

2020.  While they promote the art of cooking on 

coals, ALL styles of cooking are welcome at a Lata-

nier Cookers Dutch Oven Gathering. If you’d like to 

support this organization’s work at the park you 

should join. I’ve posted their membership applica-

tion on page 8. The annual membership fee is only 

$10 per family. I’ve posted the flyer with 2020 dates 

on page 9. Get your campsites reserved as soon as 

possible by calling 

1-877-CAMP-N-LA (1-877-226-7652) 
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Please Mail To: 

Park Hours of Operation:  

Gates are open 6am-9pm (Sun-Thurs) and 6am-10pm (Fri & Sat). Entrance station is open: 8am-5pm (Sun-Thur) 

8am-10pm (Fri & Sat). All park sites close at 10pm on Friday, Saturday and days preceding holidays. Entrance 

Fees: $3 per person; Free for Seniors (62 and older) and children age 3 and under. Canoe rentals are $25 per day 

or $7 per hour. The Splashpad is open all year, Tuesday –Sunday from 8am to 8pm.  Golf cart entry fees are $10 

per day or $100 for annual pass (proof of insurance is required). Palmetto Island State Park has 96 camp sites, 6 

cabins, 4 pavilions, 4 primitive backpack sites, 1 primitive group site and a meeting room to rent. Reservations 

for overnight accommodations at Palmetto Island State Park can be made online or through the Call Center at 

877.226.7652. For more information about the Park, visit www.lastateparks.com, call 888.677.0094 toll free or 

337.893.3930 locally.  

P.O. Box 33, Perry, LA 70575 

This month we welcome to Louisiana and Palmetto Island State Park, Lynn and Mark Pearson 

from Newborn, Georgia. Newborn a small town about an hour from Atlanta. They have been 

camping for about 20 years with their children who are now 

grown. They have 2 granddaughters and plan on camping with 

them also. They plan on retiring in the next year and do full time 

RVing to see America. This is their first visit to Louisiana and 

Palmetto Island State Park. They are traveling to Corpus Christi, 

Texas stopping along the way checking out campgrounds to revis-

it. They commented on how clean the park and the comfort sta-

tions are. Riding around the park they saw the hogs and looked 

for gators, but haven’t seen any. They love the canoes and the 

ponds and plan on doing some canoeing. They also mentioned the 

possibility of becoming camp hosts. When I told them about all the 

activities the Friends group sponsors, they seemed very interested 

in attending in the future. So if you see them, show them some 

good ole Cajun Hospitality and welcome them to Louisiana and 

Palmetto Island State Park. Safe travels Lynn and Mark. Thanks 

for visiting us and y’all come back soon!  

 

Welcome to LA and Palmetto Island State Park 

http://www.reserveamerica.com/camping/palmetto-island-state-park/r/campgroundDetails.do?contractCode=LA&parkId=240601
http://www.lastateparks.com/

