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The first permanent Masonic Lodges as
we know them today (before the United
Grand Lodge of England in 1717 )started
appearing in the 1600s.

These were operative masonic lodges
which eventually became solely
speculative.

Apart from the first Grand Lodge of
England that formed in 1717, there were
other Grand Lodges which formed:;
however, it's the original United Grand
Lodge of England (UGLE ) that still
stands.

The oldest known Masonic Lodge room
is said to be St John's Chapel in
Edinburgh, Scotland (1736 ) which
belonged formerly and wholly to Lodge
Canongate Kilwinning but it is now
owned by the Royal Order of Scotland
and used as their Headquarters.




The oldest known Masonic Lodge room
in the United States is "Prentiss House”
in Marblehead, Massachusetts (1760 )

The oldest Masonic Lodge building is
Lodge Hall of Royal Whitehart Lodge No
2 in Halifax, North Carolina (1771 )
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Three out of the four original Lodges that
first formed the United Grand Lodge of
England are still in existence today.
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Edinburgh Lodge No. 1, also known
as Mary's Chapel, is said to be the
_ Lodge with the oldest records.

Some of these records date back to
the 31st of July, 1599.

The first duly noted constituted Lodge
in America is St John's Lodge in
Boston, Massachusetts, on July 30th,
1733.

On that day, eighteen men gathered at
the Bunch of Grapes Tavern on King
Street in Boston and pledged to be
true to each other, to God, and to their
king.




In the United States, if there are 3 or
more Lodges in any State or territory
with no current Grand Lodge ) they may
be free to organize one.

The first title of the first “Alrican
American” Grand Lodge was “The
African Grand Lodge of North America’.

In 1827 the African Grand Lodge
declared its independence from the
United Grand Lodge of England, as the
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts had
done 45 years earlier.

In 1749, the first Lodge was constituted
in Norway in the city of Christiania
(now known as Oslo )

It was founded by Count Christian
Conrad Danneskiold-Laurvig, probably
with the Danish king Frederick V of
Denmark present at the initiation
ceremony.




The first Masonic Lodge established
in Japan was at Yokohama in 1865
by the Grand Lodge of England.

This Lodge was called Yokohama
Lodge No. 1092 and was very active
for many years.

“The Order of the Eastern Star’
appeared on December 28th, 1868,
known as Alpha Chapter No. 1.

|t was established by lawyer and
educator Rob Morris, a noted
Freemason, but was only adopted and
approved as an appendant body of the
Masonic Fraternity in 1873.

The highest Masonic Lodge inthe world ~ F
is on top of Cerro de Pasco in Peru, =
14,208 teet above sea level. 5 :

It's called "The Roof of The World”
Lodge No. 1094 under the Grand Lodge
of Scotland.



The highest Lodge in the United States
is Corinthian Lodge No. 42 at Kokomo,
e Colorado.

"fffi%f’;w 'fr?"“f_f,i':"‘fgg‘" On Oct. 13, 1881, a fire destroyed the
biggest part of Kokomo including the
Lodge Room. On Jan. 11, 1882, with a
special dispensation from lonic Lodge
No. 3b, the lodge was convened. A
regular meeting was held on Jan. 21,

1882, and business resumed.

In the Canal Zone, all land is owned by
the US Government, except for one plot,
which is a Masonic Temple and stands
by the permission of Congress.
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