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Introduction

“The Church sees in men and women,

in every person,
» 1

the living image of God himself”.

It is my hope that this primer on Catholic Social Justice
Teachings will help parishioners to understand the
truths of our faith and lead us to a better knowledge of
why Catholics are called to behave in the world in a
manner that is so different from and at odds with, the
secular worldview. When we are confronted with the
secular point of view, this knowledge will help develop a
strong sense of the Catholic ethos, enabling us to stand
up with confidence for what is true. You will see that our
Catholicity comes from a deep-seated understanding
of human anthropology. It is not based on which way
the wind blows.

The Church teaches that there are four pillars of
Catholic Social teachings: Dignity of the Human Person,
Solidarity, Subsidiarity and the Common Good.

The Church’'s opposition to certain practices that our
modern society deems normal or even good, is based
on these fundamental pillars of Catholic teaching. The
governments say people have a “right” to abortion or
that our medical system should promote and, with our
tax dollars, use doctors and nurses to kill innocent
human life through euthanasia.

It is my hope that, in reading this document, one might
begin to see how those acts of taking innocent human
life are always intrinsically and morally wrong.

Obviously, in a format such as this, we can barely
scratch the surface of how these concepts operate
through individual persons, the family, the parish, the
Church and the greater society. It is a start, though, and
| encourage you to seek more deeply the truth of Jesus’
teachings.
Peace,
Father Larry

! Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church,
Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, para. 105, p. 49
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Dignity

What is the one thing that all

human beings possess equally,

and which cannot be taken from

them? Of course, it is the dignity of

every human person. ,

Dignity! It's the first of the four ' [y ] N ] ‘
pillars of Catholic social doctrine, lD‘ I G : NI I T Y
and with good reason.

“The dignity of the human person is rooted in his creation, in the
image and likeness of God, therefor all humans receive an
incomparable and inalienable dignity from God himself. This means
that each human individual possesses the dignity of a person, who
is not just something, but someone, a someone who is capable of
self-knowledge, of self-possession and of freely giving himself
and entering into communion with other persons.”?

Human dignity is not the measure of
some list of external factors, attributes,
or abilities. It is not earned; it is not
dependent on one’s abilities. It is not
surrendered, nor is it lost by the
deterioration of physical, psychological,
or cognitive abilities. The severely
impaired hospice patient lying in a
coma has no less dignity than a
superstar athlete at the top of her
i game. Human  dignity is  not
conditioned on anything that we can
| do, or fail to do, or lose the ability to do.

The human person has the unique ability to make abstractions
about himself, has the capacity to wonder, to think about tomorrow,
to reach for the stars, literally.

“I often looked up at the sky and asked meself the question - what is
the stars, what is the stars?”®

2 Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) 357
’ ]1,1110 and the Paycock, (Sean O’Casey 1924)
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Dignity

We are made to wonder, and we're made to search for truth and to
seek the right order for our lives. We find that order when we search
for the end and the purpose to which all creation is ordered.

“Creation, including the human person, is properly ordered when,
and only when, it is oriented toward God.” 4

And yet we can see all around us massive dismissal of human
dignity by society at large. People with limited imaginations believe
that the child growing in the womb of its mother is not really human.
They dismiss the dignity of that person in the womb because an
embryo or a fetus, or a child, has no power. They believe dignity
depends on some attribute or another, like size, viability, ability to
communicate or have some other sign of usefulness. The entire
euthanasia industry in Canada comes down to the usefulness of a
person compared to the cost effectiveness of caring for someone
deemed “not useful”.

This lack of imagination |
and lack of right thinking
has huge implications for
all of us: for individuals,
for families, for nations,
for humanity itself. For
ignoring the dignity of the
human person at the
level we do, is
catastrophic.

So, please look into this word ‘DIGNITY’, walk all around it, size it up,
find its meaning, have discussions about it. It's an important word.
This isn’t only about abortion and euthanasia. It's about the dignity of
all throughout life. It's about the many ways we lose or sell our dignity
by participation in pornography, prostitution, addictions of all kinds,
hatred, and any activities that diminish our humanity. It has been
said, “The saddest thing in the world is not poverty; it is loss of
dignity.” Perhaps, understanding that, might compel us to stand for
and uphold the dignity of every person on earth.

' Citizens Yet Strangers: Living Authentically Catholic in a Divided America, Our Sunday
Visitor, Huntingdon, Indiana, Kenneth Craycraft, p51
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Solidarity

In dignity, all people are equal, no matter what attributes, abilities,
assets or skills they may have, or circumstances they may be in, we
are all called to respect the dignity of the other.

This brings us to solidarity.

In his book, Citizens Yet Strangers, Kenneth Craycraft, takes us on a
journey to the foundational roots of the virtue of solidarity. And that
lands us squarely in Genesis 1:27, “God created man in his image; in
the image of God he created him; male and female he created
them.”

Here we find the first human community and we are confronted by
the fact that “the human person shares in the essential social nature
of the Triune God: the eternal fellowship of love among Father, Son
and Holy Spirit.” ®

This means that we humans share certain essential attributes with
God, including his social nature. The Triune God is a community! It
would be unimaginable for us to think that the Persons of the Trinity
could be in tension with one another or in disagreement with one of
the other Persons. It is impossible.

[A

Therefore, “Solidarity is an intrinsic quality of the Triune God.” °
Made in his image, the human person participates in that solidarity.
Itis in fact, our model for solidarity.

Another aspect of this solidarity shows up in chapter 2 of Genesis.
We find that man is not meant to be alone, and the man receives a

> CYS, Craycraft, p 78.
° Ibid, p. 79
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Solidarity

partner who “..is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh.” This tells
us that one is not complete without the other and the other is only
known in reference to the one. Professor Craycraft says,

“..the humans are both dependent upon and known in relation to
one another..This description of the essential social nature of the
human person is the basis for the Church’s understanding of
solidarity.””’

As social beings, we are
called to recognize
each other's intrinsic
worth and know that we
are interdependent, that
is, we are dependent on
each other.

This all falls apart in
Chapter 3 of Genesis.
“There we find a rupture
of the solidarity for
which we are all
created. The alienation
of the man and the
woman is not their
natural state but their
fallen state.” ®

This is precisely the reason the Word was made flesh. Christ came to
help us to work toward the restoration of the solidarity of human
beings.

St. John-Paul I, who knew a thing or two about Solidarity, writes in his
encyclical Sollicitudo Rei Socialis, solidarity is “not a feeling of vague
compassion..it is a firm and persevering determination to commit
oneself to the common good; that is to say the good of all.. because
WE ARE ALL REALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL.” °

7 Ibid, p- 79, 80
8 Ibid, p- 80
’ JPII, Sollicitudo Rei Socialis
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