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I n  1776 ,  t he  Con t i nen ta l  Con -
g ress  adop ted  the  Dec la ra t ion  o f
Independence,  dec lar ing to  the wor ld
the  causes  tha t  dec ided the  co lon is ts
to  separa te  themse lves  f rom the
Eng l i sh  ru le  o f  George  I I I .  These
causes ,  the  una l ienab le  r igh ts  to  l i fe ,
l iber ty ,  and the  pursu i t  o f  happ iness ,
p layed  no  sma l l  pa r t  i n  i nsp i r i ng  the
colon is ts  and pushing them on against
overwhe lming  odds  to  w in  the
Amer i can  Revo lu t i on .  Th i s  dec la ra -
t ion of  independence has inspired
oppressed peoples al l  over the wor ld

fo r  ove r  two  hund red  yea rs ,  and  i n
1976 we ce lebrated the two hundredth
b i r thday  o f  the  Amer ican  Revo lu t ion .

Al though the invasion of  Western
Connec t i cu t  may  no t  ho ld  a  p lace
among the  na t ion 's  g rea t  ba t t les ,  i t  i s
one  o f  the  f ines t  exh ib i t ions  o f  the
hero ism that  has  charac ter ized the
inhabi tants  o f  New England in  ra l ly ing
to her  defense whenever  her  land has
been invaded or  her  l iber t ies
menaced .  So  b r ie f  have  been  the
histor ians '  records of  the contr ibut ions
o f  t owns  l i ke  Danbury  and  i t s
surrounding communi t ies,  that  today
compara t ive ly  few are  aware  o f  e i ther
the  impor tan t  even ts  tha t  t ook  p lace
here  dur ing  the  Amer ican  Revo lu t ion
or the importance those events p layed
in  w inn ing  the  war .

I n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  1 7 7 6 ,
Danbury was chosen by the Commis -
s ioners  o f  the  Amer ican  Army as  a
p lace o f  depos i t  fo r  mi l i ta ry  s to res .
I t  was se lected because of  i ts
strategic posi t ion t ransportat ion-wise,
as good roads in those days ran to the
Hudson River  and to  the Sound,  as
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w e l l  a s  t o  t h e  N o r t h  a n d  E a s t .  I n
three cat t le  teams,  quar termaster ,
ordnance, medical, and commissary
suppl ies had been gathered here from
al l  over  the "Provis ion State"  where
they could easi ly  be d ist r ibuted to the
cont inenta l  t roops and mi l i t ia  f ight ing
up and down the Hudson River Val ley.

The cho ice o f  Danbury  as  a
mi l i tary deposi t  precip i tated several
h is tor ica l  events such as the Br i t ish
ra id  on Danbury ,  the burn ing o f
Danbury,  the bat t le  of  Ridgef ie ld and
the  re t rea t  o f  the  Br i t i sh .

On the  n igh t  o f  Apr i l  24 ,  1777 ,
General  Tryon, Commander of the
Bri t ish forces in New York,  sai led
f rom New York wi th  h is  t roops on an
expedi t ion to  Danbury  for  the so le
purpose of  destroying i ts  mi l i tary
stores. The  exped i t i on  l anded  a t
Compo Point  and marched d i rect ly  to
Danbury .  Upon the i r  a r r i va l  T ryon  a t
once gave orders for  the destruct ion
o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s t o r e s .  M o s t  o f  t h e
stores had been placed in the edi f ice
of  the Church of  England which stood
where the southwest corner of  Main
and  South  S t ree ts  i s  now.  The
suppl ies were taken from the church
and burned in  the s t reet .

I t  was near ly  1 :00 a .m.  when
Genera l  Tryon received word of  a
gather ing  o f  mi l i t ia  in  Bethe l  under
the great  Genera l  David Wooster .
(Wooster  la ter  gave h is  l i fe  fo r  h is
count ry . )  Wooster  had ear l ie r  been
a le r ted  to  T ryon 's  land ing  a t  Compo
Point  and had immediately responded
to  the  ca l l  a long  w i th  Genera l
Benedict  Arnold (who was home on
fu r lough  a t  the  t ime)  and  Genera l
S i l l iman (who was in  command o f  the
Depar tmen t  o f  Connec t i cu t . )  The
Connect icu t  mi l i t ia  wh ich  ga thered in
Bethel  that  n ight  under  Genera ls
Wooster,  Arnold and Si l l iman was
var iously est imated at  seven hundred.

The p lan was to  a t tack  the Br i t i sh
t roops upon the i r  re turn  march f rom
Danbury .

Tryon,  be ing appr ised of  the
mi l i t ia  in  Bethe l ,  changed h is  p lans
and returned through Ridgebury.
Before do ing so,  however ,  the Br i t ish
Genera l  gave orders  to  burn  the
v i l lage  o f  Danbury .  N ine teen dwel l ing
houses,  the meet ing house of  the New
Danbury  Soc ie ty ,  and twenty- two
s to res  and  ba rns  w i th  a l l  t he i r
contents  were  consumed by  the  f i re .
More bui ld ings would have been
dest royed had Tryon not  been in  such
a  h u r r y .  I t  w a s  n o t  q u i t e  d a y l i g h t  o f
Sunday morning,  Apr i l  27,  1777 when
Genera l  T ryon 's  exped i t ion  le f t  the
blaz ing Danbury through Wooster
S t r e e t  t a k i n g  t h e  M i r y  B r o o k  R o a d .

When General  Wooster was
in fo rmed abou t  the  Br i t i sh  re tu rn ing  a
d i f fe rent  way f rom the way they came,
he jo ined Generals Arnold and Si l l iman
in  d i v i d i ng  t he  one  l a rge  f o r ce  i n t o
t w o  t r o o p s .A r n o l d  a n d  S i l l i m a n  w e r e
sen t  to  R idge f ie ld  w i th  f i ve  hundred
men .  Woos te r  t ook  two  hund red  men
on  a  no r t he r l y  r ou te  i n t end ing  t o
harass  the  enemy f rom the  rear  and
do a l l  the  damage poss ib le  un t i l  the
main  force under  Arno ld  and S i l l iman
a t tacked  f rom the  f ron t  i n  R idge f i e l d .
Woos te r  caugh t  up  w i th  the  Br i t i sh
rear  guard sooner  than he expected in
an area amid scrub p ines and rocks
about  three mi les  nor th  o f  the present
Ridgef ie ld Post  Of f ice.  So sudden was
h i s  a t t ack  t ha t  he  cap tu red  fo r t y  men
before the Br i t ish command was aware
o f  h i s  p resence .  He  w i thd rew and
shor t ly  thereaf ter  made a second
at tack  once the  enemy was in  mot ion .
The Br i t ish responded wi th three
pieces of  heavy f i re and Wooster 's
smal l  force wavered in the face of  th is
heavy  f i re .  I t  was  then tha t  Wooster
was  mor ta l l y  wounded  Wh i l e  t u rn i ng



i n  h is  sadd le  to  ra l l y  h is  men he  was
st ruck by a  musket  ba l l  wh ich entered
h is  back  cu t t i ng  the  sp ina l  co rd .  The
great sash he wore was unwound and
used  to  ca r r y  h im  f rom the  f i e l d .
There was no hope for  h is  recovery
and he  d ied  shor t l y  a f te r .  Th is
courageous and pat r io t ic  Major -
General  -  he gave h is  l i fe  for  what  he
bel ieved in. Back in 1775 when trouble
brewed between Great  Br i ta in and the
co lon ies  he took  up the  cause o f  the
la t ter  and was one o f  those who
consp i red  to  capture  For t
Ticonderoga. General  David Wooster
was bur ied wi th  mi l i ta ry  honors  in  the
old graveyard on Wooster  Street ,  the
s t ree t  named in  h i s  honor .  In  Apr i l  o f
1852 h is  remains were taken f rom the
Wooster  St reet  bur ia l  ground and
placed in Wooster Cemetery beneath a
m o n u m e n t  i n  h i s  m e m o r y .T o d a y  h i s
sash and sword may be viewed at Yale
Un ive rs i t y .

Note: The old cemetery on Wooster Street
still remains and is located behind the
Danbury Senior Citizens Center. Wooster's
grave and monument is located in Wooster
Cemetery on Ellsworth Avenue across from
Danbury Hospital.

Fol lowing Wooster 's  at tack f rom
the  rear ,  the  o ther  fo rces  a t tempted
to  b lock  the  p rog ress  o f  t he  B r i t i sh
th rough  R idge f i e l d .  Upon  h i s  a r r i va l
in  R idgef ie ld ,  Arno ld  const ruc ted a
bar r icade across  a  v i l lage s t ree t .
Here the forces under  Arno ld  and
Si l l iman awai ted the Br i t i sh  forces
wi th undaunted courage.T h e
Amer ican t roops  in f l i c ted  grea ter
losses on the enemy than they
sustained themselves during this
ba t t l e  o f  R idge f i e ld .  A rno ld  and
Si l l iman relent lessly fo l lowed the
Br i t i sh  on  t he i r  r e t rea t  and  a t
Saugatuck gave the enemy a good
f igh t  be fore  they  embarked fo r  New
York .  Du r i ng  t h i s  l as t  encoun te r ,

General Si l l iman was taken prisoner
and car r ied  to  New York . The
Americans'  loss is said to have been
less than hal f  the loss suf fered by the

Br i t i sh .
I t  is  no smal l  th ing to  remember

that  the  forces gathered to  repe l
Tryon's expedit ion under Generals
Nooster, Arnold and Sil l iman were
nade of both organized anc

uno rgan i zed  m i l i t i a .  A  l a rge  pa r t  o f
these  t roops  had  l i t t l e  o r  no  mi l i ta ry
t ra in ing .  They  were  fa rmers  f rom the
towns through which the expedit ionary
force passed; they were old and young,
marr ied men wi th  large fami l ies  to
support  and boys too young to enl is t
i n  the  Con t inen ta l  l i ne .  I t  was  b rave
men l ike  these f rom Danbury ,  Bethe l ,
Redding, and Ridgefield and adjoining
towns who fought fearlessly and risked
their  l ives in defense of  f reedom.
They belonged to the great  leg ion of
Revolut ionary f ighters, the famed
Minute Men.

Suppl ies for the Cont inental
Army cont inued to  be s tored at
Danbury,  and af ter  Tryon's f i rs t  ra id
were safe. There  was never  a  second
foray ,  as  the Br i t i sh  d id  not  re l ish
another expedi t ion to Danbury.

In  end ing ,  i t  i s  we l l  to  no te  a
fact long over looked by histor ians.
The Minute Men's successful
harassment of Tryon's retreat ing
columns discouraged any Brit ish plans
to send reinforcements from New York
through the countryside up the
Hudson.

Thus, Tryon's fa i lure to hold th is
por t ion  o f  the  Sta te  prevented the
cooperat ion of  the enemy's armies
l a t e r  i n  t h e  y e a r .  T h i s  c o n t r i b u t e d
mate r ia l l y  to  the  cap tu re  o f  the
Br i t ish L ieutenant  General  John
Burgoyne  -  t he  f i r s t  g rea t  v i c to ry  fo r
t he  a rm ies  o f  t he  na t i on  - -  an
American v ic tory general ly  regarded
as the turn ing po in t  o f  the revo lu t ion.
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