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4 JANUARY 2026 – THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD - SOLEMNITY 
 

Mission Statement: The parish of St. Mary Magdalene 

is a Catholic community of Christian faith with three 

churches – Saint Paul’s in Glenrothes, Saint Mary’s in 

Leslie and the Chapel Royal in Falkland. We are centred 

on the Word of God and the Eucharist.   

Our mission is to live the Gospel and share it with those 

we meet. We are a welcoming and inclusive community 

of prayerful disciples, using our gifts for the glory of God 

and in service to one another and our neighbours. We 

are committed to do this now and in the future through: 

 Worship and prayer 

 Service to others 

 Continuous faith formation, striving to engage all 
parishioners  

 Stewardship, seeking to build a better world - 
our common home- for future generations 

 Building our faith community 
 

When Isaiah proclaimed the words we hear in today’s 

first reading, God’s chosen people had just returned to 

Judah after sixty years of exile in Babylon.  The city of 

Jerusalem was in ruins, the temple had been destroyed, 

and many of its families had not survived or were still 

lost.  Picture the devastation after a city or region is 

heavily bombed during a war. “Rise up in splendour,” 

was aspirational at best, unimaginable to most (Is 60:1). 

Yet Isaiah insists that this was not only possible, but had 

already come.  Isaiah was able to see God’s glory amidst 

destruction and squalor, as the shepherds and magi 

could see a king and Messiah in a wooden trough, as we 

are challenged to see peace, justice, and hope in a world 

with wars, injustices, and despair.  We can choose to try 

to see through God’s eyes, as Isaiah and the magi did. 

Herod was understandably perturbed to hear from the 

magi that somewhere there was a “newborn king of the 

Jews” (Mt 2:2).  This baby was a threat to his power.  But 

Matthew tells us that “all Jerusalem” was troubled by this 

development as well (2:3).  Why would the people of 

Jerusalem be troubled?  Herod was tyrannical, 

murderous, and not particularly religious in the first 

place.  But then as well as now, those who surrounded 

him valued their proximity to power and tended to 

support him no matter what.  

The Jubilee Year, “Pilgrims of Hope,” ends on this feast 

of the Epiphany.  Epiphany celebrates the manifestation 

of God’s Son to the whole world.  The conclusion of the 

holy year this Epiphany reminds us that we are all called 

to manifest Christian hope, the hope of God’s kingdom, 

of our redemption, of eternal life, to a world often in 

despair.  May we be manifestations of Christ’s presence 

in what we believe and in all that we do. 

Question of the Week: What will I do this week to 

manifest the presence of Christ in me to others? 

You might like to celebrate today a special blessing in 
your home using chalk, charcoal and holy water, which 

you can take away after Mass.  The current year and the 
initials of the legendary names of the Magi (Caspar, 

Melchior & Balthasar) are marked above the doorway 
with blessed chalk:  20 + C + M + B + 26 while someone 

prays:  May all who come to our house this year rejoice 
to find Christ living among us, and may we seek and 
serve in everyone we meet Jesus who is Lord for ever 

and ever. 

 

CMB can also stand for "Christus mansionem benedicat" 

(may Christ bless this dwelling-place). Burn some 

incense during dinner and sprinkle the rooms of your 

house with holy water, a sign of the river Jordan, saying 

the following prayer: 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: by the 

guidance of a star you led the magi to your child, and by 

the light of faith you bring us to know Christ as Lord, the 

Messiah whom you have sent.  Bless us as we burn this 

incense, a sign of the fragrance of prayerful lives offered 

up before you; bless us as we use this chalk to mark our 

doors in your honour; bless us as we sprinkle our homes 
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with this water, sign of the Lord Jesus' baptism in the 

river Jordan.  May the homes where these things are 

used in faith be dwelling places of goodness, humility 

and self-control, mutual respect for one another, 

hospitality toward strangers, and loving obedience to 

your word.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. AMEN. 

Sunday 4 January  

Vigil Mass on Saturday at 6 p.m. in St Mary’s (Private 

Intention) 

9 a.m. Mass in Chapel Royal (People of the Parish) 

10.40 a.m. Rosary at St. Paul’s 

11.30 a.m. Mass in St. Paul’s (Special Intention) 

Readings: Is 60:1-6; Eph 4:2-3, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 

 

Monday 5 January 

10 a.m. Mass in St Paul’s  

Readings: 1Jn 3:22 – 4:6; Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 

 

Tuesday 6 January  

10 a.m. Mass in St Mary’s  

Readings: 1Jn 4:7-10; Mk 6:34-44 

 

Wednesday 7 January 

Divine Mercy Devotions at 9.30 a.m. 

10 a.m. Mass in St Paul’s 

Confessions after Mass. 

Readings: 1Jn 4:11-18; Mk 6:45 - 52 
 

Thursday 8 January   

10.30 a.m. Funeral Mass in St Paul’s, followed by 

Cremation in Kirkcaldy 

Readings: 1Jn 4:19 – 5:4; Lk 4:14-22a 

Friday 9 January  

10 a.m. Mass in St Paul’s  

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament after Mass until 

11.am. 

Readings: 1Jn 5:5-13; Lk 5;12-16                                                                              

 

Saturday 10 January 

10 a.m. Mass in St Paul’s (Private Intention) 

Confessions after Mass and at 5.30 p.m. in St Mary’s 

Readings: 1Jn 5:14-21; Jn 3:22-30  

 

Sunday 11 January – Feast of the Baptism of the Lord  

Vigil Mass on Saturday at 6 p.m. in St Mary’s  

9 a.m. Mass in Chapel Royal (Special Intention) 

10.40 a.m. Rosary at St. Paul’s 

11.30 a.m. Mass in St. Paul’s (People of the Parish) 

Readings: Is 42:1-4,6-7; Acts 10:34-38; Lk 3:15-16, 21-

22 

 

Children’s Christmas Party takes place in St Paul’s 

Church Hall this Sunday between 2 and 4 p.m.  Sign-up 

sheets are available at the 3 churches. 

 

 

 

Across Group meet in St Paul’s Hall on Monday 12 

January at 7.15 p.m. 

 

Lectio Divina will recommence on Wednesday 14 

January at 2 p.m. and fortnightly thereafter at 3 p.m. in 

St Paul’s Church. 

 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (18-25 January)  

We shall begin this with a fellowship meal for members 

of all churches in Glenrothes which will be held on 

Saturday 17 January beginning at 6 p.m. in St Paul’s hall 

– if you wish to attend, sign up on the sheet in the porch.  

A special prayer service will be held on Sunday 25 

January at 6 p.m. in St Margaret’s, Woodside Road. 

 

Diploma in Catechetics: Explore the richness of the 
Catholic faith in 2026 by taking the Diploma in 
Catechetics. The course is run by the Archdiocese and 
takes place at 7:30pm each Thursday on Zoom, starting 
22 January. Cost £220. Register at bit.ly/diploma2026 
 

Sick List  We pray for the sick in our parish community 

and family and friends who are ill. 

 

Last Sunday’s Collection £612.70; Building Fund 

£152.25; Christmas £1254.87 (£2929 is being received 

monthly through standing orders for the Sunday 

collection and £694 for the Building Fund.)  

Special collection this Sunday for the Justice & Peace 

movement within the Church in Scotland.  Crib Fund 

donations will be distributed to local charities. 

 

Buy a Brick – St Paul’s perimeter wall If you have not 

so far obtained a donation form, they are available at the 

back of our churches.  Alternatively, if you have a 

smartphone and would like to make a donation please 

scan the QR code in the church foyers or on our website   

Over £10,000.00 has been raised so far.  THANK YOU. 
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