
 

 

Subject: Grade Level:  Objective:  Unit: Pacing Guide 

ELA K Concepts of Print Unit 1, Week 1, Day 1 30 mins, 5 days 

 
Weekly Overview: 

Day 1: What is a book? Day 2: Which Way Do I Read?  Day 3: Letters vs. Words Day 4: Matching One-to-One Day 5: Word Recognition 

 

 
Objectives: 

☐ Readers will orally share, with prompting and 
support, that a book can have written words and 
pictures​
 
☐ Readers will orally share, with prompting and 
support, that a book can be read for fun or to learn 
something new​
 
☐ Readers will orally share, with prompting and 
support, the parts of the book, including cover, back 
cover, spine, and title. 
 
☐ Readers will hold a book correctly, with the words 
right side up. 

Standards: 

2.F.L.PC.1 Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of 
print.  
a. Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page. 
b. Recognize that spoken words are represented in written language by 
specific sequences of letters. 
c. Understand that words are separated by spaces in print; demonstrate one-to- 
one correspondence between voice and print. 
d. Recognize and name all upper and lowercase letters of the alphabet in isolation 
and in connected text. 
e. Distinguish between pictures and words. 

Criteria for 
Success: 

●​ Reader handles book with care and holds book 
in upright position. ​
 

●​ Reader shares with a teacher or a friend that a 
book can be read for fun or to learn new things.​
 

●​ Reader can identify 4 parts of a book (i.e. the 
cover, back cover, spine and title). 
 

●​ Reader correctly identifies pictures vs. words. 
 
 

Rubric: Looks or Sounds like: 

1 Not Mastered 1 or 0 of 6 tasks on the print awareness checklist  

2 Approaching 2 or 3 of 6 tasks on the print awareness checklist  

3 Mastered 4 or 5 out of 6 tasks on the print awareness checklist  

4 Above Mastery 6 out of 6 tasks on the print awareness checklist  

 



 

Enduring Understandings: Essential Questions: 

●​ Reading helps us understand ourselves and the world around us. 

●​ Reading helps us change the world around us.  

●​ Books can be read for fun or to learn something new. 

●​ What makes a good reader? 
●​ How do we use books? 
●​ Why does reading matter? 

Student 
Exemplar 

 

Print Awareness Checklist  

☐ Holds book upright  

☐ Identifies all parts of book, including the cover, back cover, spine, and title 

☐ Turns pages from right to left 

☐ Identifies pictures vs. words 

☐ Shares that books can be read for fun or to learn something new 

☐ Can share one way we handle books correctly (do not tear pages, throw books, scribble in 
books, fold pages) 

 

Potential Misconceptions: 
 
Students may think that 
books are only for learning. 
Emphasize that books can 
also be read for fun.  
 
Students may not know that 
the parts of the book help us 
understand what the book is 
about so we make good 
decisions as a reader (i.e. Do 
I want to read this book? 
Will this book help me?) 

 

Agenda: Looks or Sounds like: 

Secret Book Reveal: (3 min) Teacher reveals one of her favorite things in a secret package. It is a book! Students activate background knowledge. 

Parts of a Book INM: (7 min) Teacher explicitly shares what a book is, why we read books, the parts of a book, and how to hold a book/turn pages. 

Parts of Book Game: (5 min) Students play a game identifying the different parts of a book.  

Book Upright Game: (5 min) Students play a speed game and practice holding the book upright. 

Book Care & Exploration: (10 min) Students explore book baskets to find a book that they like based on the cover. With a partner, they practice sharing 
why they would read that book, how they would take care of the book, the parts of a book, and how to hold the book.  
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Shelby County  A to Z (nonfiction) 
Editor, Contributor: Ashley Foxx Davis 
Illustrator:  April Foxx,  Ashley Foxx Davis 
Photographer: Jamie Harmon 
 
Published: 2024 by Kifani Press for Shelby County 
Office of Community Engagement 
 

Book Summary: 
 
Shelby County A-Z celebrates Shelby County with a new picture 
book for early readers. Using colorful photography and 
illustrations, this book walks through the alphabet and highlights 
important sites throughout the county. Perfect for 
pre-kindergarten to first grade students, Shelby County A-Z can 
be read aloud or read together.  

 

I Do Connection/Hook: (Hold up a decorated brown manila folder with your favorite picture book inside) “Class, I 
have a secret. It is one of my favorite things! Do you want to see what is inside my package? (Build suspense) 
Okay, give me a drumroll, please! Let’s see if you can guess what it is?” (Slowly open to build suspense, pull out 
your picture book)  
 
New Material or Discovery: What is this? (Call and response: A book!) Yes, this is a book! This is my favorite 
picture book. I used to read it all the time.  How do you know it is a book? (Activate background knowledge by 
calling on 3 students ranging in ability. Do not show the anchor chart yet.)  
 
CFU #1: How do you know it is a book? (Possible answers: It has pages. It has pictures. It has words.)  
 
Yes, you are right! All of those things help to make up a book. Let’s learn more about books together. (Reveal 
and point to anchor chart) 

●​ Key Point: A book can have pictures and words. (Have students choral respond with call/response) This 
is a picture. It has color and I can see drawings. These are words – they are all in black print and have 
letters from the alphabet. ​
 

●​ Key Point: Books can be read for fun or to learn something new. (Call and Response. Repeat.) You 
don’t have to just read books at school. You can read books at home, at the library or on a trip, too!  

 
CFU #2: Why do we read books, ______? What’s another reason we read books, ___________? 

 
Model/Guided Discourse:  
 

●​ Key Point: Books should also be handled with care. This means we do not tear pages, throw books, 
scribble in books, or fold pages)  

Key Points: 
 
We read books for fun or to learn 
something new. 
 
Books have a front cover, back 
cover, spine and title that tell us 
about the book. 
 
Books should be handled with care.  
 
Books should be held upright. The 
word should be facing up! 
 
Check for Understanding #1: 
How do you know it is a book? 
(Possible answers: It has pages. It 
has pictures. It has words.)  
 
Check for Understanding #2: 
Why do we read books? (We read 
books for fun or to learn.)  
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○​ Play thumbs up/thumbs down as you review each book handling action. Ex: Do I tear my books 
pages?​
 

●​ Key Point: Books have a front cover, back cover, spine and title that tells us about the book. These 
parts help us to know what the book is about and if we want to read it. Books should be held upright. 
That means the letters or words should be facing up! ​
 

○​ Explicitly show the parts of the book using call and response (Ex: Teacher: This is the front 
cover. The what? Class: Front cover) 

○​ Allow students to come up and point to each part of the book (Ex: Dee, show me the front 
cover) 

○​ Pass out a book to each student. Model that they should place the book flat in front of them 
and have their hands in their lap. Model finding the different parts of the book, then have 
students mirror. Complete CFU #3.  
 

Check for Understanding #3: 
 
This is the front cover. Where is the 
front cover? Hold it up. Good, 
books down. 
 
This is the back cover. Where is the 
back cover? Hold it up. Good, 
books down. 
 
This is the spine. Where is the 
spine? Point to it. Good, books 
down. 
 
This is the title. Where is the title? 
Point to it. Good, books down. 

We Do Guided Practice: “Now, I want you to turn to your reading buddy. We are going to play a game. You and your 
reading partner are mirrors. That means you should look the same. So, don’t get tricked! I am going to call out 
a part of the book and you need to hold up that part. Make sure the letters on your book are facing up! See if 
your partner is correct!” (Turn & Talk procedure should be pre-taught or will need to be modeled here.) 
 

●​ Have students work in groups of 2 to 3.  
●​ Give explicit directions that books should be flat until you call the part of the book. 
●​ Complete CFU #4 and have students show that part of the book to their partner.  
●​ Correct any books that are upside down or showing the wrong part.  

Check for Understanding #4: 
 
Show your partner the spine. 
Show your partner the back cover. 
Show your partner the title. 
Show your partner the front cover. 
Show how to hold the book. 
Show how to turn the page. 

 

I Do 
 
 

●​ “Now,  you have your very own books to explore! I want you to go on a book hunt! You will 
get to look for the cover, back cover, title and spine for each of your books! You get to use 
these really cool stickies to show that you know cover, back cover, spine and title. Then, you 
can just look through the book to look at the words and pictures. ​
 

●​ Students can work as partners or individuals. Pull students one-on-one and administer the 
checklist orally. If you do not finish, plan to call students during reading groups.  

Exit Ticket: (Print Awareness Checklist) 
Ask each question. See Student Exemplar.  
 
How do I hold this book? 
Where is the cover? Back cover? Spine? 
Title? 
How do I turn the page? 
Can you point to a picture? A word? 
Why do I read books?  
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Closing ●​ Bring students back to the carpet. Review the parts of the book using choral response. 
●​ Closing: Readers, you did a great job today learning about books, why we read them and 

the different parts of a book! Tomorrow, we will learn which direction we read.  

 

Materials Teacher Pre-Work 

●​ Anchor Chart 
●​ Print awareness checklist on half sheets of paper 
●​ Copy of Shelby County A to Z 
●​ A decorated brown envelope with “Favorite Thing”on the front 
●​ Additional book bundles or book bins for students 
●​ Colored sticker dots with the parts of the book written on each 

one.  

●​ Internalize key points and checks for understanding  
●​ Annotate with student names for checks for understanding 
●​ Copy and paste print awareness checklist. Cut into half sheets. 
●​ Collect books and have 2 to 3 books for each student to explore. 
●​ Separate sticky notes or set of colored dots for each student 

Extension/Enrichment: Differentiation: 

●​ Have students “make” their own books. Copy the parts of a popular 
children’s book and paste onto one page (cover, back cover, title). 
Make blank booklets by folding white paper. Have students cut and 
paste the cover, back cover and title onto their booklets.  

●​ Students who have already mastered this content, can “teach” their 
peers the parts of a book.  

●​ If students struggle, consider only focusing on one part of the book. For 
example, teach only the front cover. Pace mastery over the course of a 
week. 
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