
PARENT GUIDE

Discover how books work
Concepts of Print with Shelby County A to Z

Before your child can read, they must understand how we use books. This is called concepts of print or print awareness. Use

your copy of Shelby County A to Z and walk through this guide that explores each of the key components of concepts of print.
You can even use the checklist below to track your child’s progress.

6 Ways to Practice Together:

1 Hold a book correctly

Your child should hold the book right side up.

Try it: Show them how to hold the book, then give them a
turn.

2 Turn pages from right to left

Your child should turn the pages from right to left.

Try it: Show them how to turn the pages, then let them try.

3 Notice words and pictures

Your child should be able to point to pictures and words on
a page.

Try it: Practice pointing to words and pictures together.

4 Know the parts of a book

Explore the cover, back cover, spine, and title.

Try it: Practice pointing to the different parts of the book.

5 Know where reading begins

Reading begins at the first word on the left.

Try it: Point to the first word on the left of each page.

6 Notice letters and words

Your child should recognize individual letters and whole
words.

Try it: Practice pointing to different letters and words.

Print Awareness Checklist

Holds book upright

Identifies the cover, back cover, spine, title page, and title

Turns pages from right to left

Identifies pictures and words

Knows books can be read for fun or to learn something new

Shares one way to handle books correctly (do not tear pages,
throw books, scribble in books, or fold pages)

Little moments. Growing readers.
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