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With Him in His Distress (2)

\

“Iwill hide My face from them.., and many

evils and troubles will befall them; and they
will say on that day, ‘It is because our G-d is not
among us that these evils have come upon us.”

The Rambamexplains that when Hashemhides
his face and Divine Providence is withdrawn, the

Yiddinare “subject to the worldly happenstances,”

and thus it happens that evils and troubles come
upon them. Hence the expressionin the above
quoted Passuk; “..will befall them,” and “have
come upon us.”

At the same time, however, this mode of Divine
conductitselfis also determined by Hashgachah
Pratis, the active and particularized Divine
supervision (known as Divine Providence). For
Divine Providence is of two kinds: a) Hashgachah
Pnimyus (lit, “Inward Providence”), which is
apparent and not hidden in the garb of nature; and
b) Hashgachah Chitzonis (lit, “Outward
Providence”), which is enclothed in the workings
of nature. Accordingly, the state in which Hashem
“hides His face” (Hester Panim) does notimply
that Divine Providence is suspended. What is
being hidden is only the Panim (for this word
means both “face” and “inward"):itis only the
inward and undisguised form of Providence that
is hidden. And this Divine self-concealment can
reach a point at which a man is likely to perceive
his troubles as being “the way of the world,” or (to
borrow the expression used by Rambam)
“happenstance” -something that “befell” him,
whereas in truth, at such times too Divine
Providence determines every detail of his life.

This conception resembles the teachings of the
Baal Shem Tov on divine Providence, that
“Hashem decreed that a particular living blade of
grass should live, etc.” - except that this very
decreeis enclothed in the garb of nature.

(Lekkutei Sichos, Vol.18, p.199)

ke

NI

Practical Legsson

(2) na¥a DIX Ny

n7a

NIV INIXXNAL 12 DN 29 'nanont”
A PITX 'R D Y 12 DX nnn
(X7 7"71) "IN nivan INYn

a"n .a"9 X"n 1"m) vaon n"anan
019 ANOoNA XYW M NIfnaY (XM
S'npn%? ppoin” nn anavnn YTVl

INIXXAM :NNXENIYY DNy NINA X'r'nl
SN NIvan IRy LN

NNYANQ-NNYY IT NANIN DA ,DINX

'DIY' DNAYA 10 Y LDV .X' N'0D
NI'NY ,"172 NNAYN N'DY N9 DNAY
,NIIX'N ANAWAL,'YAL YIA'72 NNoIn
"no manoni™ ,nt '9'%71 .yava nval'man
,0"19 ANOoN 71 XN ,ANAYNN 717'0 11'K
TVI ,N'MI9N NNAYAN 7V Anoan 12a
anan"d MmNy nxX N7 1Y pTRY
n"anIn 1Y) "Ny aapn” Ik "oy
2ax ."2xxn" L,(2"n X"9 nimyn nid
MI'7Y DNAYN MY TX DA-1AT 79 IN'xY
.0191 VY9 "D Y

oI I'x" :( (19102) D AMN MY aXI)
ANAYAL NI 'M72 Mjrna i 1T
0,72 DdNY MY AT NPITR

, NN 17 NoNI' Apna NANTN 17'9X8Y
n"annal ."n'v1S Anavna INKN 7Da D
D> X'AXWO")DW niyn NN

(" mIx nnn DO% q'oIx..NX

NIN"VY ,210 oW 72920 NV T W IATI
"IN' 'N AT 'OD XYT AWN MNIX T2 AN
X'7X ,(470'my 2"n n'0nVIIP n"n90) 1D
AL 'wiA7a NIYATNNA XIN X912 NTY

(199'nY 1> MW *VIPY)

Golusis a time when G-dlinessis an idea we have to sometimes convince
> ourselves of. Because of this confusion, it becomes easy to think nature is <
something we must invest in. It's absolutely necessary for a Yid to remind himself
the truth constantly! NATURE IS ONLY ATOOL! Use it, but don't get lost iniit!
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With Him in His Distress (3)

“Wherever they (the Yiddin) have been
exiled, the Shechinahis with them.”

After all, the law prescribes that “If a
student is exiled, his teacher is exiled with
him.” Moreover, “[G-d] commands Yisrael
todo what He Himself does.”

The point of the former quotation is that
the master is not (for example) brought
with his disciple, but that he is exiled. He
is not simply located in the same town as
afree man: he, too, is in a state of exile.
The same is true with Hashem and
Yisrael: “The Divine Presence
experiences, together with Yisrael, the
distress of their exile.”

Itis therefore self-understood that
there is no justification at all for despair
(1"n) in the face of this overwhelming
Golus, for “his teacher is... with him.” Or,
inthe words of 7ehillim,“Hashemis your
guardian; Hashemis your protective
shade [because He is present] at your
right hand.

Hence, since “the Shechinah is in exile,
then even if the spiritual state of the Yiddin
would suggest that the present exile
should be prolonged, Hashem will
nevertheless bring The Geulah for his
own sake, so to speak - “For My sake, for
My sake, willl doit.”

(Lekkutei Sichos Vol. 29, p. 93)
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Practical Legson

Don't think Hashemtakes a vacation (1''17) during Golus, He is stuck here too! Why

> then for his own sake does He not take us out? It must be he is waiting for usto do <

our part! We must feel crushed every moment that we are stuck herell By realizing
the true magnitude of our situation, we would be doing so much morell!
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Golus Comestothe World

“Goluscomes to the world because of
idolatry, incest and murder, and because
the landis not left to rest during the
Sabbatical year.”

This teaching stresses thatitis so
unthinkable that Golus should existin the
world, that it is brought on only through
the worst Aveirosin the Torah. In other
words, evenif (1"n) all the other 609
mitzvos were rejected, the punishment of
Golus would still not be warranted.

The reasonis simple: Since this is
Hashem's world, it is unthinkable that it
should comprise a component like Golus.

(From a talk of the Rebbe on Shabbos Parshas Balak,
5744[1984]))
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GOLUS IS NOT NORMAL! We know nothing of what a Geulahiis like, and therefore
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> this seems like the normal way of the world. This is a mistake that requires focus <

to correct; toremember that we are living in a false reality that can somehow deny
Hashem (1"'r1)! WE CANT LET IT CONTINUE!
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The Butchers Market 170112T NIV
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Thereis a promise in the Torah which D'N7Y2 X71 D'NOXN X7 DN"A'IX

reads, “Yet even then, when theyarein
the land of their enemies, | will not abhor
them nor rejectthem so as to destroy
them.”

Onthis the Zohar writes; “During the time
of Golus the Yiddin may be likened to a
bride standing in the butchers’ market.
Because of her Bridegroom's (Hashem)
great love for her, its foul odor does not
deter Him from visiting her where she is;
indeed, in His imagination she is standing
in a market of perfumes.”

“This relationship,” comments the Rebbe,
“refers to the time of Golus. But the time
has now come that there should be an end
to the exile, and we have to get ready for
Geulah. And surely itis obvious that we
cannot accompany Hashem to the
Chuppah wearing the same ‘garments’
that were good enough for the butcher’s
market.."

(Lekkutei Sichos Vol. 20, p178)
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Practical Legson

> Hashemis ready and able to take us out of Golus no matter what state we areiin, i

but we have to make sure we are ready! How do we want tofinally greet Hashem?
WE MUST BE INTHIS MINDSET CONSTANTLY, FOR AT ANY MOMENT IT CAN HAPPEN!




Yaakov Avinu Planted Cedars
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in Egypt
“And from where did they have [cedar wood] in
the wilderness? Rabbi Tanchuma explained:
‘Yaakov Avinu had seen with Divine foresight that
the Yiddin would one day build a sanctuary in the
wilderness. He therefore brought cedar to Egyptand
planted them there, andcommanded his sons totake
them with them when the time came to leave Egypt.”

The wilderness:This alludes to Golus. Many sources
compare Golus to the wanderings of the Yiddin in the
wilderness, in “the wilderness of the nations” - a
place of Klippah, of “snakes, vipers, scorpions and
drought,” a place desolate of anything holy.

To build a sanctuary in the wilderness: The purpose
of this journey is to build a sanctuary for Hashem in
the wilderness, a dwelling place for Him among
(and within) the dwellers of this lowest of all worlds.

Cedars:Anillusion to {zaddikim, as in the metaphor,
“The righteous will flourish like a palm, grow tall like
acedarin Lebanon.” More specifically, the towering
cedar alludes to a nas/ (related to the Hebrew word
‘Hasnasous’meaning “elevation”)of Visrael to the
leader of each generation.

Yaakov Avinu brought cedars to Egypt: As its
Hebrew initials suggest, every nas/ is a “spark of
Yaakov Avinu". Moreover, his soul derives from
EretzYisrael, forin truth he transcends Golus-
except that during this time he has been “planted” in
“Egypt”.in order to give his fellow Yiddin the courage
and strength to contend with the darkness of Golus.

This is the explanation of Rabbi Tanchuma:This is

Yisrael's support (for the name 7anchuma means
“support”) - that even when they are in the thick of
Golus, they have in their midst those “cedars” that
Yaakov Avinu planted in every generation.

(Lekkutei Sichos Terumah, 5748 [1988])
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Golus requires a lot of strength that a person doesn’t normally have on his own. So

> how does a Yid stand up to the challenge? This is through the Nasi Hadar. The <

Rebbe is the one giving each one of us the strength to bring Moshiach,
SOWEMUST USE ITi!




Hashem rearets Havina
Created Golus
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There are four things, as our Sages M%?Q}W D'™M2T AYAIXRY (2,21 AdI0) NNX 7'M
teach, that Hashem regrets having -» TNXNI ,OXN2Y DNV VINNN A"aEn
created. One of themis- Golus. Itis wise to NIYA-NID DAN
remember this constantly: Golus is not
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the true state in which Hashem would like “MIR "I
His people to be. DMATAN X'A NITAY T'AN DT W
Our sages taught us about this regret for Tnynn N1'NI DA™Y VNN A"apnY
two reasons: 2w (1"n) AXN A"ApnY "MnKn axnal
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(a) in order that we not come to be v Y

satisfied with the state of Golus, but that 'NIQ'0 'MYN NXT DX 17 1WA 27
we should rememberthatitis a wavw" nx 12v ax¥nY? vl X 1 .K
punishment: “Because of our sins we
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were exiled from our Land”;
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(b) in order that we should not be
daunted by the darkness of Golus, nor
driven to despair - for we know that Golus
is not a substantial reality, and it will
ultimately dissolve. (175'0Y 75 MW *0IPR)
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(Lekkutei Sichos Vol, 24 p.175)

Practical Legsson
The lesson is simple and important. Golusis fake! As real as it may look, we must
> realize howit’s a hot air balloon waiting to be popped! We have to start living in 4
Moshiach times by not limiting Yiddishkeit to anything; this will prepare us for the

real reality.
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Four Reasons for Giving
Thanks 7
[A person who has safely survived a voyage w}ﬁ i
across the ocean, a journey in the wilderness, nfe Nr(
imprisonment on capital charge, or serious s
illness, is obligated to express his thanksgiving.
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In the times of the Beis Hamikdash, this took the V"M0 N"IX Y"IY) DTIN 27 2MEnY
form of a Korban Todah (a thanksgiving offering), _((x"o
in our days, the appropriate blessing (Birchas

HaGomel is recited immediately after one has nITo v "D om"nh nrp-n
been called up to the Kriyas HaTorah.] .N0115n
The condition of the Viddin during the time WX [IXNXI 2V W W Dipn-1aTn

of Golus may be compared to each of

yEES nnNa [N TN (10 ,n apy )"om I'X
these four situations:
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The Ocean: The insistent demand of
making a livelihood, which distract aYid
from his Avodah’'s Hashem, are
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comparable to turbulent waters, as in the XY MNIyn Ni2an ndYN-N7IN
Chassidic interpretation of the verse, n7IN" N'Na ,n"apnY ATY NIYNI NANK
“Many waters cannot quench the love Mo~ oN

[which the Yiddin feel toward Hashem).”
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The Wilderness:This place of “snakes, 19N D'YNN DNIN KNINY

vipers, scorpions and thirst, a place
without water,” alludes to the spiritual (1273 DPYMWT MW 57Y-1"WN ¥ 5”W W)
desolation of Golus.

Imprisonment: For the Yiddin, this long
Golusis a veritable prison.

lllness: The dense darkness of Golus
makes the Yiddin lovesick with an ardent
yearning for Hashem.

And when Moshiach comes, we will
express our thanksgiving to Hashem for
having liberated us from these four
constraints.

(From a talk of the Rebbe on Shabbos Parshas Tzav,

5740[1980])
[1980] Practical Lesson

Golusis aterrible place for aYid. Hence, it's compared to the worst of scenarios. It
j therefore causes a yearning for Hashemthat can only happen when one is so far (

fromhim. We must look around and realize how far we are from Hashemthat he
cannot be seen at all! This will bring us to the proper extreme excitement we




