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Preanancy

Golus is compared to pregnancy, and
Moshiach is compared to birth. Our Sages
teach that when a baby s in its mother’s
womb; “his head is between his knees”
and “his mouth and his navelis open”. This
means his head is not active (i.e.; it does
not think and doesn't use its eyes to see)
and its mouth does not give it
nourishment and energy. Instead, it
receivesitthrough the navelonits
stomach (from whatever its mother eats).

These two aspects of the baby
characterize the Bnei Yisrael during
Golus.

Since Hakadesh Baruch Huis completely
concealedin this world the Bnei Yisrael
cannot perceive His light. Additionally,
when aYid does a mitzvah, which is the
nourishment for the Nefesh, it does not
feed through the mouth, which then
doesn’t allow for it to affect the heart and
brain causing a knowledge and love for
Hashem. Rather it allows for a person to
serve Hashem cold-heartedly.

This is the essential meaning of Golus
spiritually.

Moshiach, in contrast, is the birth of a
baby.This is the revelation of the light of
Hashem that reaches to the innermost
part of a man’'s heart (meaning even a man
of flesh and blood will be able to perceive
Hashem).

(Torah OhrVa'eirap.55a)  Ppgetical Leggon
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It could be difficult to have afire and excitement when doing a mitzva; but thisis
> only because we are in Golus. We need to realize we are not living in actual reality! 4
FAKEIT TILLYOUMAKE IT!
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Outward Self-Nullification

In Mussaf for Yommim Tovim when
speaking about our Golus from Eretz
Yisrael and from the Beis Hamikdash we
say “We are unable to go up, to appear and
to bow down before You.”

Its obvious that when there is no Beis
Hamikdash we can't “go up and appear.”
But why can’'t we “bow down before You" in
any other place? Why does this require the
Beis Hamikdash?

This can be understood as follows.
Bowing down shows on bittul, self-
nullification, which can be done intwo
ways. A person can bow down outwardly;
he controls his body so that it will not
rebel, butin essence his pnimyus,
innermost part, does not get involved.
Alternatively, he bows down inwardly, to
the point that he now has no other will and
desire of his own. It was this latter degree
of bowing down that was only possible in
the Beis Hamikdash. For there Hashems
Presence was revealed, and the Yiddin
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were able to receive this revelation when
i _ (2,0% 71972 7N 0PY)
they went up for the Yommim Tovim.
Even now, however, in the time of Golus,
an expression of the Holiness of the Beis
Hamikdash shines during Davening, in
every shuland in every Beis Hamedrish.
For these places are called a “mini
Mikdash.” (Lekkutei Sichos Bracha p. 98b)
Practical Lesson
“It may have been easier to have a connection with Hashemin earlier times, but
> times have changed!” THISIS NOT THETRUTH!! Even now we can have this <
connection and this happens EVERYDAY when we Daven.
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Divine Eneray through
Intermediaries

Inthe time when the Beis Hamikdash
stood, Hashems Presence was revealed
to the Yiddin directly, neither through
intermediaries nor by being filtered in any
other way. (This was also the case at the
time of the first revelation to all the Yiddin
at Matan Torah. As it says in the Passuk -
“Hashem spoke with you face to face.”) At
that time the Yiddin were at such a high
spiritual level that they were able to
receive thisrevelation of Hashems light
without anything in between.

In the time of Golus, however, the life-
giving G-dly energy is given to the Yiddin
through angels. This is why Yachezkel
saw the celestial Chariot as if clothed in
“the face of a lion” (i.e., the symbol of
Michael) and “the face of an ox” (i.e., the
symbol of Gavriil), and so on - for at that
time Yachezkel was “in the midst of

Golus.” (Lekkutei Torah Ha'azeinu p.77c)

Practical Legsson
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Being in Golus causes Hashemto be seemingly removed from our day-to-day life.
Thisis due tothe lower level of revelation we receive. But when we realize that
ultimately everything is from Hashem, we can look past all the covers on Hashem
and reach a more personal connection!
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Prophets & Prophecies

In Golus times there are prophets among
Yiddin. They are the towering Tzadikim of
every generation who are endowed with
Ruach Hakodesh and who know future
events, and likewise they are the Sages who
teach Torah publicly, filling the hearts of
Yiddin with the knowledge of Torah and the
awe of heaven.

Nevertheless, prophecyis not the same level
as it was by the Beis Hamikdash. At that time
a prophet was not allowed to reveal his
prophecy without being commanded from
Hashem to do so. That why Yirmeyahu, for
example, was commanded, “Go and cry out in
the ears of Jerusalem as follows.” In Golus
times, by contrast, sages must do their
avodah (divine service) at a fixed rate, and
hence Torah and the awe of heaven s their
obligation, even when they are not
commanded so from Above.

In truth, however, just as in the times of the
Beis Hamikdash the command which a
prophet received from Above was the cause
for the ability of prophecy, so too thereis a
command from Above that tells a sage that he
should teach and rebuke. This command, too,
is absolutely an expression of the word of
Hashem, except that it has become enclothed
in a natural cause. For this is the current
pattern: Every flow of G-dly energy that is
directed to the Yiddin in the time of Golus is
lowered and enclothed in a garment of
sackcloth. This is why the flow of prophetic
inspiration in the time of Golus is enclothed in

a natural way. (The Short
Ma’'amarim of the Alter Rebbe, p 149)
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Practical Legson

real reality, but that is exactly what Golus is! There are no compromises on

> In Golus it's difficult to see how Hashem runs the world and howYiddishkeit is the i

Hashemat all (1"r)! We need to see Hashemin the natural world!
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Divine Service by Way of War

Inthe time of the Beis Hamikdash, when
Hashems Presence openly revealed, the
Divine sparks that had fallen into klippah
were collected and elevated automatically
over time. These klippas instantly became
nullified, losing their individual identity as
they became included in Kedushah
(holiness), just as a candle becomes lostina
greater flame. Furthermore, the Yiddin
enjoyed their Divine Service (because of the
intense revelation of G-dliness in the Beis
Hamikdash), and they were naturally drawn
toward it.

But, in contrast, in the time of Golus - when
Hashems Presenceis hidden, and evil has
success - aYid's Divine service is motivated
mainly by the attribute of Netzach (conquest).
This involves battling and being stubborn
against all the internal and external forces
that hinders a Yid who want to be close with
Hashem. (Since specifically the attribute of
Netzach is aroused when one is challenged
by obstacles and hindrances.) Additionally,
there is yet another characteristic of Divine
Service motivated by Netzach; that even
when one does not feel a pleasure while
doing his service, he still persistsin a way
above reasoning. (Or HaTorah, Shir Hashirim, p.123)

[Another difference is brought by the Rebbe;]
that when the Beis Hamikdash stood the
Yiddin were able to serve in a way of love and
desire and found their Divine Service very
pleasurable. But in the times of Golus, by
contrast, our service is in way of Kabalus Ohl,

awe and by self-nullification.
(Lekkutei Sichos Volume 15, p.238)
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Practical Legson

It's possible to not feel inspired and driven whenit's Golus times. We have to
> remember we are fighting a war! Don't give importance to any obstacle! Just keep <
fighting ‘till the Guelas Shlemah Bekariv MAMMISH!
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Safety Fences and Regulations

Inthe times when the Beis Hamikdash stood,
the Yiddin needed no more than the laws of
Torah, for they were not drawn so powerfully
to bodily desires. It was therefore easy for
them to have the love for Hashem fixed firmly
in their hearts, and this inspired them to
serve Him with a fiery passion. Generation
after generation, however, the Yiddin's heart
weakened. The Yiddin were “cooled-off” by
the temptations of worldly pleasures, to the
point that they were no longer able to serve
Hashem out of love without the support of the
Talmudic Sages. These different scenarios
express two different approaches; “Turn
away from evil” (i.e., all the restrictive rulings
in the Gemara and in the halachic decisions of
the poskim), and “do good” (i.e.; the ethical
instructions in the aggados of the Sages and
in the Pirkei Avos).

(LekkuteiTorah, Matos, p.85a)

Practical Legson
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Because of all the distractions of the world it's not so natural to love Hashemand

> doTorah and Mitzvos asis once was. The way to combat thisis not to become more <

complex and comprise with the world; rather to go back to basics!
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Tovinthe Diaspora

Yom-Tov is a time of Divine revelation, such
as too place during the three Yommim Tovim
(where the Yiddin traveled to the Beis
Hamikdash). For there is a verse hay says,
“[Three times a year] shall all your males
appear [(lit., “be seen”) before Hashem your
G-dinthe place that He will choose].” On this
our Sages comment, “Just as (every man)
came to see, he also came to be seen [by
Hashem].”

In the time of the Beis Hamikdash, when our
souls were more refined, the Yiddin used to
receive this revelation from an exceedingly
high level of Hashem, for which reason one
day of Yom-Tov alone was enough. In the
times of Golus, however, when souls areon a
lower level, this revelation has to descend
from many steps before it gets the Yiddin's
level, and for this reason an additional day of
Yom-Tov is needed.

(Sefer HaMaamarim 5700 [1940], p.5)

Practical Legsgson
Intimes like these when G-dliness is not out in the open for us to experience we
need all the extra pushes we can get. It'simportant to take advantage of every
opportunity we have! May we merit to have the Guelas Shlemah right now!
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DEDICATED 70 THE

REBBE
For His 1200, Birthday



