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“All One’s Days in
Repentance”

Rabbi Eliezer taught, “Repent one day before
your death.” His disciples asked him, “But does
a man know on what day he will die?” “That is
exactly the point!” he replied. “Let a man
repent today lest he die tomorrow, and in this
way he will live all his days in repentance.”

An alternative reason for doing so is to be
found in Sefer Maharil:“One should repent
every day..., because in the days of Moshiach
repentance will not be acceptable. (Similarly,
converts will not be accepted then, for a
person seeking conversion at that time will be
prompted not by the love of Hashem but by a
desire to share the joyful lot of the Yiddishe
people.) And since we are expecting to be
saved every day, whoever does not repent
before Moshiach comes (Speedily in our own
days!) will no longer be able to repent; he will
remain (G-d forbid) with his sins.”

If so, then instead of repenting out of a dread
of the day of death, surely it is preferable to
repent out of a hopeful anticipation of the
coming of Moshiach!

(From a talk of the Rebbe Shlita on Shabbos Parshas
Vayeilech, 5719 [1958])
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Practical Legsson

A common motivation in the world is knowing that one day you will die and

> therefore you should live out your life good and etc. But when you have a positive <

Yiddishe mindset you don't live because you're going to die - you live because
you're alivel And the ultimate of life is to bring it to completion with Moshiach now!
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Awaiting His Comina

The Rambam writes: “Nine Red Heifers were
prepared from the time that our forefathers were
charged with this commandment until the Beis
HaMikdash was destroyed the second time..., and
the tenth will be prepared by the Melech
HaMoshiach. (May he be speedily revealed, Amen/
May this be Hashem's will!)"

Now what is the relevance of a prayer or
supplication in a legal work, in a work of Halacha?
And even if it were to be argued that there is a place
for a prayer in the Yad HaChazakah, then surely that
place is in the Laws Concerning Moshiach (at the
end of the Laws Concerning Kings).

An answer may be found in the ruling of the
Rambam that beyond merely believing in Moshiach,
there is an obligation “to await his coming.” And
here, in the Laws Concerning the Red Heifer, the
Rambam is teaching us a law as to the extent of this
obligation “to await™: Even a passing reference to
Moshiach should immediately arouse a prayer for
his speedy coming.

Why is this so? — An individual should feel that his
own perfect fulfillment depends on the coming of
Moshiach, and so long as Moshiach has not come,
he is incomplete. When someone who is awaiting
his coming mentions Moshiach even in passing, this
intensifies his anticipation. The absence of Moshiach
becomes one of his needs. And everyone is obliged
to pray for the fulfillment of his needs — in this
case, the coming of Moshiach.

The fact that Rambam does not append this prayer
to every mention of Moshiach presents no problem,
for this Halacha may be taught by one instance
alone.

(Likkutei Sichos, Vol. 28, p. 131)
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Practical Legson

Why are we here? This is not only a very psychological question one can ponder about
for many days on top of a mountain; rather our very existence itself begs this question!

> If the whole purpose of our creation is for Moshiach then why are we not so bothered <

by its absence!! This will motivate one to constantly do what he can to make it happen!
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The Effect of Anticipatina

The Redemption and the coming of Moshiach are
not merely a future reward, but a reward that is
an intrinsic part of our present divine service.

This can be explained in two ways:

(a) Believing in the coming of Moshiach
and anticipating it are among the principles of
the faith. This includes the request and the
demand that he come immediately, as (for
example) in the thrice-daily prayers, “May our
eyes behold Your return to Tzion..." or “..Speedily
cause the scion of David Your servant to flourish
..for we hope for Your salvation every day.”

(b) When one considers that the
Redemption is imminent, neither the darkness
nor the difficulties of Golus will disturb him from
performing his divine service cheerfully. His
service will then be perfect, being “redeemed”
from all kinds of obstacles and hindrances, and
thus foreshadowing the future Redemption.
Indeed, it will be a foretaste of the Talmudic
blessing, “May you in your lifetime behold your
[share in the] World [to Come].”

Nevertheless, it goes without saying that this
degree of perfection does not rule out one’s
earnest anticipation of the ultimate Redemption,
for one’s present experience of perfection is
infinitely inferior to the perfect consummation
that will reign at the time of the Redemption,
both as regards the Mijtzvos which cannot be
observed today, and likewise as regards the
Mitzvos which can also be observed today.

(Likkutei Sichos, Vol. 29, p. 275)

Practical Legsson
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>

It's vital that one does not consider even for a moment one’s current spiritual state
when it comes to bringing Moshiach. It's very easy for someone to think about Moshiach
and it may seem really difficult to picture in reality, but one must remember that this is <
completely false. Not only because we have no clue what is really happening in life but

since we don’'t know what is needed and it may just be one Mitzvah!
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Speakina About Moshiach!

On the phrase, “..until Shiloh
comes,” Rashi comments that this
refers to “the Melech HaMoshiach,
to whom sovereignty belongs.”
And on the level of Gematria, the
author of Baal HaTurim points out
that the words “Shila Yavoi” are
numerically equivalent to the word
“Moshiach’.

The word “Yavoi/”contains a
profound allusion to the means by
which Moshiach can be brought.

This word is numerically
equivalent to the word “Echad”
(“one”). When there will be unity
among Yiddin, and in particular,
when Yiddin will unite in speaking
about Moshiach, they will (with
Hashem'’s help) succeed in
drawing down and realizing the
ultimate Redemption through the
hands of the Righteous Moshiach.

(Sefer HaSichos 5696 [19361, p. 330)
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Practical Legson

If Moshiach is the unity of everything than it only makes sense that we should be

> united in our excitement about Moshiach! If you find that you are more excited <

about Moshiach than another, share what you have! In return you will realize that
this will as well excite you more than before!
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Peering Out of the Ark

After the flood had been raging for forty days,
“Noach opened the window of the ark which he
had made.”

Now even if the water had abated, Noach was
not allowed to leave until he had been
commanded by Hashem to “leave the ark.” So
why should he look out?

The answer to this question is relevant to our
generation, the generation of the Redemption.

The flood is called in Hebrew the “Mabul’,
because (as Rashiexplains) “it confused
everything”. Accordingly, it alludes to the
confusion of our Golus, in which some people
“set darkness for light... and bitter for sweet.”
The ultimate purpose of this “flood” is to purify
the world, in the spirit of the prophetic promise
“I shall remove the spirit of impurity from the
earth”.

In today’s flood, too, when it occurs to a Vidthat
the time has possibly come for the confused
craziness of Golusto come to an end, that the
time has come to leave the ark, he should do
everything within his power to verify this:
instead of sitting and waiting until Hashem gives
the order to leave the ark, he should act to
hasten the advent of the Redemption.

And when Heaven sees that a Vidis yearning for
the Redemption to come “now”, this in itself
speeds the giving of the command to “leave the
ark” — the exodus from bondage to Redemption.

(From a talk of the Rebbe Shlita on Shabbos Parshas Chukkas,
5745 119851)
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Practical Legsson

>

We should constantly realize that Golus is not our real home! And now that we
are nearing the end we must live every moment on the edge of our chair knowing
that at any moment Moshiach will come! We should be ready at any moment to
run to Eretz Yisrael without any surprise at all!
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Gettina Ready for Shabbos

On the verse, “Remember the Shabbos
day to sanctify it,” Rashiwrites: “Take
heed to remember the Shabbos day
constantly, so that if you encounter
something special [such as a delicacy,
in the course of the week], set it aside
for Shabbos.”

The same applies to the future
Redemption. Even when we are still in
the weekdays of the Golus, we should
constantly keep in mind and prepare
for the Redemption, for “the Day which
is entirely Shabbos and repose for life
everlasting.”

(From a talk of the Rebbe Shlita on 11 Sivan, 5744
[19841)

Practical Legsson
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Our day is filled with opportunities to bring Moshiach! This is how we must live our

> day. So that when someone asks for money or you have an opportunity to learn don't <

pass it up! This may just be the very thing needed to bring Moshiach once and for all!




“The Beis HaMikdash will
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be Speedily Rebuilt”
There is an opinion in the Gemara that
even in our days, after the Destruction,
a Kohenis forbidden to drink wine,
since it is probable that “the Beis
HaMikdash will be speedily rebuilt,”
finding him under the influence of wine,
and hence disqualified from serving
there.

Now this influence can wear off by
either of two causes:

(a) sleep; or

(b) the passage of as much time
as it takes to walk a mil. According to
the longest estimate, this comes to 24
minutes.

Here, then, we have evidence from the
revealed plane of the Torah that in the
course of a very short time (i.e., within
a maximum of 23 minutes and 59
seconds), Moshiach s likely to arrive
together with a completed Beis
HaMikdash."

(LikKkutei Sichos, Vol. 2, p. 618)
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: You may very well be in the Beis Hmikdash in under Twenty Four minutes... <

ACT ACCORDINGLY
i
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