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TheYiddin's Greatness s

Not Visible
During the times of the Beis Hamikdash,

Hashemis described as “awake”, whereas
during Golustimes He is described as
“asleep”.

When a man is awake, every aspect of his
spiritual self is completely active in his
body, eachinits own way. Therefore, one
can easily differentiate the amount of
importance one ability has over the
others. For example, one can see how
intellect is the most superior ability a
person has. But when someone is
sleeping, by contrast, all his abilities seem
to be equal, and there is no clear way of
telling the importance of one ability over
the others. Therefore, the intellect can
seem equal to the other abilities.

In practical terms; Hashembeing “awake”
means that Hashem’sDivine light is seen
visibly in this world, just as it used to be by
the Beis Hamikdash.In those times, it was
very clear to see the greatness of a Vids
intellect. (Which was the case in the times
of Shlomo, who ruled over many people.)
Saying Hashemis (so to speak) “asleep”
means that His Divine light is covered and
this causes that the greatness of the
Yiddinisn't as clear in the world.

(Sefer HaMaamarim 5700 [1940] p. 5)

Practical Legsson
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Living in the world during Golus can confuse a Yid, and he may start thinking that

> he needs to comply with nature. But thisis yet another mistake caused by Golus! A <

Yid needsto remember “Bishvili..” that aYid is above (Tevah)naturell
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The Soul was Not Exiled (1)

Inthe days of the Rebbe Rashab, the
Czarist regime demanded that the
Rabbunim of Russia introduce certain
changes in Jewish education andin the
rabbinate.

The Rebbe Rashab responded as follows;
“It was not by our will that we were exiled
from Eretz Yisraeland not by our
endeavors will we return to Eretz Yisrael.
Our Father and King exiled us, and itis He
Who will redeem us and gatherinour
scattered dispersion...

“Nevertheless, all the nations on the face
of the earth must know: Only our bodies
alone have been handed over into Golus
to be ruled by the nations of the world, but
not our souls.. We must openly declare for
allto hear, that with regard to everything
involving Yiddishkeit - the Torah of the
Yiddin, with its commandments and
customs - no one is going to impose his
views on us, and no force has the right to
subjugate us.”

(Lekkutei Dibburim, Vol. 4 p.1383)

Practical Legsson

We may think sometimes that we are subjectsto the great (or not so great) leaders
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> of the time. So, we must follow their laws and change with the times. But we must (

know that the same Being who gave them power also told us to keep His Mitzvos!
The power of the nationsis completely fakel
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The Concept of Golusin aYid's
Divine Service andin the Torah
The core meaning of the Yiddin's Golus among the
nations of the world is seen within the spiritual life
of everyindividual Yid. For the Neshama, which is
called “Yisrael”, becomes enclothed and (so to
speak) dispersedin to the desires of the animal
soul. This “dispersion” calls for an “ingathering of
the exiles” - shepherding all these desires, by
means of teshuva, so that all the components of
the Neshama are fused and then can become
united.

Inthis sense we can understand the Passuk: “Even
if your ['your' in the singular] dispersion will be at
the furthermost part of the world, from there
Hashem will gather you.”

Not only is there a “dispersion” within every
individual Yid, butin the Torah, too, there is an
“Golus”;i.e., the separate laws are so dispersed
that it becomes impossible to discover a clear
Halachic ruling. (This difficulty is evident in the
involved argumentation of the Gemara.) This
“dispersion”, too, calls for an “ingathering of the
exiles” - clarifying the various laws defining the
precise areain which each one applies, and
excluding any possibility of the contradiction and
logicalinconsistency between related texts.

Inthis sense we can understand the Passuk, “And
it shall come to pass, if you will listen to these
judgements..” [Thatis how the phrase translates
in the simple meaning. On the non-literal level,
however, it can be interpreted as follows]]

At the time of the footsteps of Moshiach, when the
task of sifting and elevating the hidden sparks of
holiness in the material world will have been
completed, there will a uniting of all the laws of
Torah”

(ShaareiTeshuvah Volume 2, p.628)

7
ninal

12 78w ni7a 7¥ n'9a niynwna
.0191 *TIN' 722 DA Nn"'7 D71IYA NINIX

NXIY)NPIIRD WOINY XD

nnix" "mnon”i nwarm ("waw”
YIa7a" X ' ,n'nnan woin v oo
,MAYN T 7V ,17X NIXY N9'OX-"N1'1"72
N'PI7RN UOIN 7N 7D D'XajNn TRY
.TIN'D D71YYT7 DIy

"InT "o ox” (7,7 0'axa) "N Int
LA ¥ap own” ‘i (ot wh)

AT NN ,NNINA DA <N IT "Nt
ND70 XI¥XN? "WONX 'RY TY NId7AN TIN'OI
0719790 772 n'¥nv '93) NN
AN2-IYND N7 YR (NN

X'71 ,nnipn 2y nnx 'O TMya% ,npntan
ANKN DIPAN X'YIRE AN'N0 27 "an

[lvawn apy " (2,7 2pv) AMdY InT
InT2 2y "ni "aYINn D'vOWNN NX
,0MNN NTIAY 9102 ,XN'YNT XN2j7Y
N9'ONI YIA'? NI'NA "AN-|Ivnwn

"Dyn NX 7INY ynwi” 1W'm jIynwun)
2 7w - 07X D'VOWNN DX L((T .10 X"'Y)
.NINA NN

(3,20 ’Y 2 12WN MYV )

Practical Legson

> Separationis the greatest enemy to the Yiddin. Animportant key factor to bringing 4

Moshiachis working within our own circle and making sure that we ourselves are
making a huge emphasis on helping each other simply because he is a fellow Yid!




“Lebanon” will be felled by a
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mighty one
Whenever the Yiddinare made to submit
to the rule of any nation, that nation at first
gains ascendancy over all other, and as
long as the Yiddinare subject to them, that
nation continues to grow ever more
powerful. This was case with Pharaohin
Egypt, with Nebuchadnezzarin Babylon,
with the emperors of Rome, and with the
great powers of the later generations.

The explanation is that when the Yiddin
are exiled, the Schinah (Divine Presence)
is exiled together with them, following the
teaching of our Sages, “When they were
exiled to Edom, the Schinahaccompanied
them.” And itis not honorable that the
Schinahshould be in Golus at the hands of
a lowly nation.

(Toras Chaim, Bereishis, Vol.1, p 92a)

The Rebbe adds; “Our generation, too, has
observed that so long as the bulk of our
people lived in Russia, the world quacked
in dread of her. More recently, when most
of its Viddishepopulation migrated to the
United States, this country has become
the world's most powerful.”

(Lekkutei Sichos, Vol 20, p 142)

219! v TNA 122701

n”a
nIX 7¢ 0T D"MoON XY 1] YUND
2V 1T AanIx A7ynn 2'7'NNa Nan L, NR'MM IX
D'NXM 77X 1aY TIY 721 ,nImixn '
"nv 921 .0'"7uNn1 0DY%1IN DA DT NNN
,AX2TDIA) NIRD'NA ,0MXNA AYYD ND'NA
ATHNT 72 21, nid'tna

a2 e niaav 9% X' "aTh nalo
NIV DITXY? 172" AIXNd ,0NnNY N1DYN
N1DWN T |'NIL(X ,VD 2'7'an) "Dnny
.N79¥ AnNIX 7¥X NI7a2 niraY

(R ,2% X D>WRY2 0N NIIN)

o o ©
XK"Y "IN "D 1D 7Y qroin

TIY "5 .JNNXD AT NITA DA 1'RY D

"1 N oy Y M aani i any
NNN'X NX IT 72*Tn 2'7'0n-"01N N1*Tna
DY 2NWD ,JINNXD NTAL ;171D D71yn 7Y
IT NN DNYYI ,N"M2D NIXIXY? 1Y
D071y2 NI dpTRA N1'TNY

(142'0¥ 5 MW *vIRPY)

Practical Legson

; It isimpossible to deny facts! When we look at the world's history, we can see how <

nature bends toYiddin! Thisis because there is no world without us and we must
realize this and take advantage of by using this world for what it's meant for!
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The Soul was Not Exiled (2)

[Yoivel is the year that frees all Yiddin who has been
forced by poverty to sell himself as a bondman./The
Torah says (concerning a Yid who sold himself and it
arrived Yoivel); “He shall depart from you, he and his
children with him.” On this Rashi comments “Rabbi
Shimon said: ‘[Even] if he himself is sold, who sold his
children? What we learn from this Passukis that his
master is obliged to support the bondman's
children.”

[This teaching can be understood on the non-literal
level of derush, as follows:] He and his children with
him: Both the father (i.e., our heavenly Father) and
the children (i.e., the Yiddin) have been “sold” into
Golus. For, as our Sages teach, “Wherever they were
exiled, the Divine Presence went with them.”

[Even] if he himself is sold, who sold his children?
When it comes to Hashem“selling” (so to speak)
Himself into Golus, He can survive being in Golus
without being affected by it. But how is it possible to
sell the Bnei'Yisrael into Golus? For if Golus does
influence them, then they will be unable to recognize
that they are children of Hashem.

What we learn from this is that his master is obliged
to support the bondman’s children:The Bnei Yisrael
were handed over to subjection in Golus onlyin
regards to their bodies. (Which is hinted by the word
“Mezonos "translated as support.) Though these
physical needs are only given through middlemen
(and not Hashem directly), the soul of a Vid is never
“sold” (1"n) into captivity.

His master is obliged to support..: Rabbi Shimon
stressed that this is an obligation. Itis true that
Hashem desired that the livelihood of Yiddin during
Golus should be given through natural
representatives of Hashem but none of these
middlemen have any say in the matter; heis amere
ax in the hand of the forester. Moreover, he is obliged
to satisfy the needs of the Yiddin generously.”

(Lekkutei Sichos, Vol. 22, p.157)

Practical Lesson
Golus causes externality to seemreal. It's easy to make the mistake that
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> someone’s boss gives the money or farmers supply the food but thisis not really <

what'’s going on! Your Meshamaknows the truth because it's not subject to Golus.
The keyistolisten toit and not give in to falsehood!!
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The Battle between Beasts

To understand the inner meaning of the
Yiddin's subjugations to various nations
during the time of Golus, one can consider
the sport arranged by a noble who pits
one beast against another in his palace
arena, and enjoys watching how one of
them overcomes the other.

The seventy nations of the world are
likened to beasts as we read in Daniel. The
Shvutim, too are likened to beasts -
Yehuda, to a lion; Benyamin, to a wolf; and
so on.The Yiddin's subjugation to various
nations during the time of Golusis thus a
battle between beasts, each striving to
overcome to other,to wrench the prey
fromits jaws and to overthrow it.

As to the inner meaning of this battle, this
will become apparentin the Time to Come.

(The short Ma’amarim of the Alter Rebbe, p.230)

Practical Legson
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Golusis areal battle and not just a physical one. It's even yet harder when we don't
know when it ends! We have to know though that there is a general setting everything
perfectly in to place and when the war is over everything will fit perfectly.
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With Him in His Distress (1)

Thereis a Passukin the Torah in which
Hashemspeaks of a period in which the
Yiddin will break their covenant with Him:
“Then My anger will burn against them..., -
“asif,” adds Rashi, “| did not see their
distress.”

Only “asif..,” for Hashemdoes not actually
forsake the Yiddin: He observes them and
(asitwere) feels their anguish. In the
words of the prophet, “In all their distress,
Heis distressed.”

Indeed, the ultimate reason for which
Hashem*“hides his face” is to arouse His
people to return to Him.This
demonstrates how deep is His love for
them, no matter what their condition.

The Alter Rebbe likens this to the case of
“ason who is at home with his father; the
father, however, hides his face from him
so that the son should become more
aware of his own love for his father and
express it more passionately- which will
assuredly result when the son realizes
that his father is present but is hiding his
face.”

(Lekkutei Sichos, Vayeilech 5748, [1988])

Practical Legsgson
Hashem has an undivided, deep love for his children. When we realize this
specifically in this time when we don't see this clearly, we should then turn to
ourselves, do we care for Hashemthe same way?
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