APRIL 2019
Worship
8:00am
Traditional
Communion on 1st, 3rd
& 5th Sundays

10:30am
Contemporary
Communion on 2nd, 4th
& 5th Sundays
9:00am Coffee Hour
9:20am Sunday School
9:30am Bible Studies

Church Staff
Rev. Jason Zobel
Senior Pastor
jzobel@molc.us

Rev. Mark Baldwin
Director of Family Life
mbaldwin@molc.us

Derek Handley
Office Manager
office@molc.us

Linda Krueger
Music Director
lkrueger@molc.us

Laurel Zobel
Preschool Director
lzobel@molc.us

Prayer Requests
Laurel Zobel, Barb Koehler
lzobel@molc.us
koehlbs@gmail.com

Meal Train Requests
Paula Hahn
paulahahn2@gmail.com

I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth. -3 John 1:4
One of the great joys of parenting is watching a little one beginning to walk. The first few
steps, the first time walking into a parents’ arms, and the first time walking across the room
without falling are monumental moments in a child’s early life. I remember it fondly with my
own children. It’s exhilarating to see . . . even when they take off and you realize things will
never be the same. We would love to keep them close, to keep them safe, but we know that
this new mobility is literally just the first step in going many places. And traveling to the many
places they will go might place them in harm’s way. That is something parents never want for
their children. So, we try our best to educate, to let the kids know where to walk, when to
walk, and how to avoid the difficult situations because we’ve been there before. And that’s a
good thing.
The text above jumped out to me this past week in one of the devotions I read on a day to
day basis. I’m glad this was the chosen verse because it gets to the heart, I believe, of what
God wants for us as His children. I can say quite confidently that He wants us, as His beloved
children, to keep walking in the truth. Pilate would ask Jesus “what is truth?” as Jesus neared
His journey to the cross. We know the answer to that question. Jesus is the truth, just as He
is the way and the life. There is no better place for us to start, and for that case to end, than
with the truth found in Jesus alone.
It is in the midst of this, where we, as God’s children, are tempted to look to other people,
places, or things rather than God’s Holy Word to grow in truth. God’s Word validates the
truth of Jesus. Our feelings, emotions, and yearnings to follow what we want to believe as
truth can lead us away from the real truth revealed in Scriptures. I’ve been seeing this for
years, not being naïve to the lies Satan, the world, and our sinful flesh throw at us disguising
these lies as truth. Satan’s sole purpose is to separate us from our Savior any way possible.
And questioning the truth, the authority, and the validity of God’s Word is certainly part of his
plan. In those times where we might be led away from the truth of Jesus and His Word, my
prayer is that the Holy Spirit will do what He promises. He will give us people to remind us
that God’s Word is timeless and true even when it doesn’t seem trendy by today’s standards
or doesn’t fit in with what our culture speaks about Jesus, what it means to follow Him, or
how the Bible guides us in our walk of faith.
Beloved of God, there is great joy when we are living and sharing God’s truth. It is well with
our souls because of Jesus. Oh, how He loves you! Satan hates this because he has no power
over God’s truth in Jesus. He can’t overcome the Word that became flesh, the Word that is
our Savior. That’s the truth! “I know that my Redeemer lives!” Beloved of God, may we continue to walk in His truth. May we find great comfort in His Word. Happy Easter! He Is Risen!
He Is Risen, Indeed!
In His love and service,
Pastor Jason

1

Office

May View Deadline

Sunday Bulletin Deadline

Hours
9:00am-3:00pm Mon-Fri

Monday, April 22nd

The Sunday Bulletin deadline for
Announcements is always Wednesday at
NOON for the following Sunday.

E-mail articles to Derek Handley at
office@molc.us.

Contact Us
(608) 238-5656
office@molc.us

If you have some spare time, come help stuff Email announcements to Derek at
inserts and stick on mailing labels!
office@molc.us.

www.molc.us

For emergencies, call 228-4134 (Pastor’s cell).

Wed, April 24th at 12:00pm

April Announcements
Coffee Hour Hosts

Just Bakery

April 7: (open)
April 14: Doris Smith
April 21: (open)
April 28: (open)
Sign up at the Coffee Bar!

Just Bakery will be here at Mount Olive on Sunday, April
28th selling their delicious baked goods during Coffee Hour!
Just Bakery is a ministry of Madison-Area Urban Ministries
(MAUM) that trains formerly incarcerated individuals with
valuable job skills.

Mother Daughter Banquet

Altar Flowers

The Fellowship Board is hosting this new event on Saturday, May 11, 9:30-11am. Enjoy a morning with your mothers and daughters, food, crafts, music, and fun! “Prayer”
will be the theme for the banquet. Sign up at the Welcome
Center by May 5th. We need your help gathering clear/
clean glass jars! You can drop off in the box in the Narthex.
Contact Cindi at (608) 444-1999 with any questions. All
women and girls of faith are invited to this banquet.

April 7: Jay & Sue Molter, in memory of Joshua Molter
April 14: (open)
April 21: EASTER FLOWERS
April 28: Duane Neitzel, in celebration of his 84th birthday
Sign up in the office!

Small Group Bible Studies
Small Groups meet all around the Madison area! If you would
like to be placed in a group, contact our Director of Family Life
Rev. Mark Baldwin at mbaldwin@molc.us or (608) 238-5656.

Denny’s Meet-Up
You’re invited to join Mount Olive members and friends at
Denny’s (433 S Gammon Rd) Wednesday, April 3 at 1pm
for good food and fellowship!

America’s Best Flowers Gift Cards
Happy Spring! You can purchase America's Best Flowers gift
cards to help get started on your garden. ABF generously returns 25% of sales to us! This year our profit will help our Sunday School program in their sponsorship of a Compassion
Child. Sign up for gift cards at the Welcome Center by April 7.
Questions? See Connie LaRowe or check out their website at
americasbestflowers.com.

Download Our FREE App!
Connect, Give, Listen, and more! Search
for “Mount Olive LC” in the Apple Store
or Google Play store.

Let Us Know If You’re in Hospital!

Card Shop News
Spread the joy of the EASTER message with an Easter greeting
card to friends and relatives. We have a special display in
addition to our everyday cards. Even our specialty cards are only
75 cents and all proceeds go to Lutheran Women's Missionary
League for their ongoing mission work. We are located in the
Library, next to the Nursery.
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Just a friendly reminder to let us know if you are hospitalized. The hospitals no longer let us know on their own accord like they used to.

Today’s Light Bible Study

Book Club

The Lord speaks through the words of the Bible.

On Monday, April 8 at 9:30am, The Mount Olive Book Club
will discuss is A Fall of Marigolds by Susan Meissner. The Book
Club meets on the 2nd Mon monthly. If you have questions,
contact Diane Stumpf at (608) 833-0625 or stumpfcb@aol.com.
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Today’s Light Bible Class meets on
Wednesdays at 10am in the Fireplace Room.
Come and join our conversation!

Serving Lunch at Calvary
Please consider serving lunch for the UW students of Calvary
Chapel. There are only 2 slots left to serve this semester and
we would love your help - Sundays 4/7 and 5/5. Contact
Laura DiRosario (Outreach Board) at lezemke77@gmail.com
or (608) 370-6652 for detailed info or to sign up. Thank you so
much for considering this wonderful outreach to the students!

Easter Egg Hunt!
1,000 STUFFED EGGS NEEDED + SEVERAL VOLUNTEERS!
Mount Olive’s annual Easter Egg Hunt takes place on Saturday, April 20 at 10:30am. If you can volunteer between 9:3011:30am, please sign up at the Welcome Center or email outreach@molc.us. We also need 1,000 plastic eggs stuffed with
candy. Please visit the table in the narthex between services
on Mar 24 & 31 to pick up some eggs. Instructions will be provided. Also, hand out flyers to your friends who would be
interested! They are available at the Welcome Center.

Lifetouch Mobile Directory
Good news! The Mount Olive mobile directory is now available! Look up member info online or from your phone. Visit
molc.us and click on ‘Directory’ at the bottom of the home
page or download our app for easy access. Search for “Mount
Olive LC” in your app store. Upon bringing up the directory
link, you will be asked for an access code, which you can get
by contacting the office at (608) 238-5656. Note: this is a
different password than any previous password you have
used (and shorter!). If you need to make any changes to your
listing on the directory, contact the office.

Usher Shortage
The usher teams are at what seems to be an all-time low currently. Would you consider joining an usher team? Contact
Chuck Jaskowiak (ccjaskowiak@tds.net) or Curt Casanova
(curtcasanova@gmail.com) to find out all that is involved and
if you are interested in serving in this way.
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A View from the Preschool

Laurel Zobel, Director

“From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise because of your enemies, to silence the foe and the
avenger.” -Psalm 8:2
Each school year, the Lord blesses me with incredible children
who are such wonderful examples of what it means to have a
child-like faith…totally dependent on God and trusting in His
words from Scripture. They don’t get wrapped up in trying to
understand every nuance and detail of life which sometimes
causes obstacles for us, grown-ups. They aren’t fearful of
sharing their faith in front of others, like us adults who are
quick to retreat and say nothing at all. Their confidence in
knowing that Jesus loves them no matter what is really quite
simple. Maybe, too simple, for us older folks who often
“muddy” the waters with our intentions of trying to understand each minute detail and intention of God. It seems that
the older and more intelligent we get, in reality, the less wisdom we sometimes have. Perhaps we don’t need to know
everything to know enough to praise God.
Jesus tells us that we should be as little children to enter the
kingdom of heaven. A simple trust in Him is what matters.
Yes, we should learn and grow in our biblical knowledge, but
we shouldn’t lose sight of what is most important….that Jesus
loves us and died to save us.
In recent weeks, my preschoolers have really made me stop
and think about what it means to trust and rely fully on Jesus.
For instance…

Those praises and simple faith declarations are what I am
blessed to witness on a day to day basis. Thanks be to God
that He works through infants and children to remind us of
what it means to simply trust and praise Him. I hope the Lord
allows you opportunities to be around those precious young
ones….they really have a lot to teach us, grown-ups!

• Registration is available for the fall. We have openings yet

and would encourage you to spread the word about our preschool. We want to share Jesus with as many families that
we can. A visit can be arranged by calling Laurel at238-5656
ext. 218.
• The preschoolers will be riding their trikes again at the end

of April in conjunction with St. Jude Children’s Hospital. If
you would like to make a donation to help fight childhood
cancer, please let Laurel know. You could sponsor one of our
preschoolers individually if you desire.
Easter blessings as we celebrate the victory we have through
Jesus over sin, death and the power of the devil. May that
message resound with you as you continue to praise Him for
His love and forgiveness.

In His love,

• When we hear a siren in the middle of class, I now have little Laurel

•

•

•

•

•

•

ones who will stop and ask to pray for the driver of the ambulance/police or fire car as well as for those who may be
hurt or in need of help
I had a little boy tell me that God always answers prayer….and it’s okay if He says no, because that means we don’t
need what we asked for and He knows best
A mom sent me a video of her son singing “I Just Wanna Be a
Sheep” at the top of his lungs in the middle of a department
store
A little boy told me that he now tells the devil, “I am not going to listen to you, I am going to follow Jesus” when he is
confronted with a choice that is questionable
I was asked to pray for the aunt of a little boy who was sick
and whose hair was going to fall out…he wanted to make
sure that we remembered to ask Jesus to help her not be
afraid
On Ash Wednesday, we “buried” our Alleluias, but one little
girl responded that we will sing them again on Easter because we know that’s the day Jesus rose from the dead.
One little boy told us we don’t have to worry ever, because
Jesus is in our heart and will never leave us.
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A View from the Board of Health & Wellness

Sarah Maleck & Sarah Casanova, Co-Directors

Marriage Enrichment Workshop
We hope you can attend the Marriage Enrichment Workshop on Saturday, April 6th from 10am-2pm(ish)! This workshop will
be led by Sarah Maleck, and will help you find ways to increase effective communication, conflict resolution skills, and feelings
of connectedness with your partner. This workshop will be a very low-pressure environment with no obligation to share any
personal information with the group. There will be time set aside for personal reflection with your partner in private along with
an opportunity to ask questions or share ideas if you would like. Our main goal is to provide tools to use to strengthen your relationship with your partner and with God.
We are looking forward to a day of growth and learning and hope you will all come and join us! Sign up at the Welcome Center,
and if you have any questions, please email sarah.maleck@gmail.com or sign up at the Welcome Center.

A View from the Board of Education

Peggy Rainbow, Director

Planning is underway for a Confirmation retreat for our 5 confirmands, to be held on Saturday, April 27. We pray for God’s
blessings on these young people as they prepare to affirm their faith.
Our Sunday School sponsored coffee hour on Compassion Sunday and received donations to help support Menalu, the Sunday
School’s sponsored Compassion child, for the summer months when Sunday School offerings aren’t collected. A big thank you
goes out to all those who donated financially and also to those who contributed coffee hour goodies. Praise be to God for the
generosity of our congregation!

Our Sunday School students through 5th grade participate in a “rap song” during late service on March 10.

Vacation Bible School
We are currently taking online registration for our 2019 VBS program, Roar! VBS will take place June 17-21, 9:00am-12:00pm.
This program is FREE and open to children age 3 (potty-trained) to 5th grade. Register online at vbspro.events/p/molcvbs2019
We are also in need of volunteers to make this event a great learning experience for our students. You can register to volunteer for positions such as registration, crafts, games, crew assistant, crew leader, video leader, snacks, etc. A nursery will be
available to help care for your little ones while you volunteer. Children who are entering 6th grade or above are welcome to
volunteer, as well. You can sign up to help online at vbspro.events/p/molcvbs2019.
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A View from the Family Life Director

Rev. Mark Baldwin

Our Mount Olive Men’s Ministry – “Men at Work” – continues to meet the first Monday of
each month to pray, study God’s Word, and reflect on a topic of the month based on the
movie “Courageous”. We begin each gathering at 6:30 p.m. All men of Mt. Olive and their
friends are invited to attend. “Serving and Protecting” will be this month’s topic.
“Females in Faith” is our new women’s Bible Study that meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of
each month at 6:30 pm. They are currently working through an exciting study based on
the story of Jonah.
“The Art of Parenting” is Mt. Olive’s group of
parents who are discussing how to do Christ-centered parenting based on Biblical
principles. We meet on Wednesday evenings during LOGOS from 6:00 pm to 6:45
pm. Our next time together will be on April 10th.
Watch the bulletin and -- our other means of communication at Mt. Olive -- for the date for our
night at the Madison Mallards game later in July!!!
If you have additional ideas about Family Life (young and older) activities, please do not hesitate
to contact me. Have a blessed celebration of our Lord’s Victory!
In His Service,
Pastor Mark
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In the Community
Agrace Seeks Volunteers
Agrace HospiceCare is seeking volunteers across Dane County.Two new-volunteer trainings are scheduled at Agrace’s Madison campus: April 30 from 5:00-9:00 pm, for those who want to work directly with hospice patients, and April 15, from 5:007:00pm for all other volunteer roles. Pre-registration is required. Call (608) 327-7163 to complete an application and interview.

SWD Financial Aid Available
Are you studying to be a full-time church worker, attending one of the Concordia Universities or Seminaries and are a member of an SWD LCMS congregation? If so, you may apply for District Financial Aid. Applications are due by May 15. Please visit
the District website for more information and for the two required application forms - swd.lcms.org/resources/student-aidapplications/. If you have any questions, please contact Robin at the District office, 414-292-0741.

LWML SWD Fall Retreat
The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (South Wisconsin District) Fall Retreat takes place September 19-21 at the Green
Lake Conference Center located at W2511 State Road 23, Green Lake, WI. The theme is “Go and Tell the Story”. Visit
www.lwml-swd.org for more information, registration and hotel reservations.
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THE VIEW from the Mount
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Madison, WI 53705
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Address Service Requested

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
At Mount Olive, we come to know Jesus Christ in God’s Word and Sacraments;
praising God, strengthening our individual lives, supporting fellow Christians,
and sharing God’s love wherever we go.
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