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Growing in Grace
Bishop Gordon Scruton and Rev. Tom Furrer

On Sunday, September 23, we will be starting our “Growing in Grace”
class on the third Sunday of each month. This class is intended to give
everyone who attends:
1) A simple and practical outline of the Christian faith as it is believed
and lived in the Episcopal Church.
2) Some basic practices of Bible study, prayer, worship and service that
help us all to be more faithful servants of Jesus.
3) An opportunity to get to know our fellow church members better.
In addition to those basic things, it also provides preparation for those
who are not officially members of the Episcopal Church to formally join
our church. At the end of the class, there will be an opportunity for
everyone to be Baptized or Confirmed or to Reaffirm their faith or to be
Received into the Episcopal Church.
Let us explain each of these terms.
Baptism is the sacrament of formal entry into the Christian Faith and is
recognized as such by all Christian denominations. If a person has
been baptized in another Christian denomination (say Roman Catholic
or Congregationalist or Baptist), one is not required to be re-baptized to
be a member of the Episcopal Church. Instead, one is either Confirmed
or Received (see below).
Confirmation is the sacramental act of saying “yes” to the promises
made on behalf of an infant or small child being Baptized. Sort of like
“confirming” your reservation at a hotel when someone else booked the
room for you. They booked the room, but when you arrive, you need to
“confirm” your reservation and occupy the room. When a small child is
baptized, the parents and god-parents make promises to raise the child
in the Christian faith and life. When the child has grown to “maturity”, he
or she is expected to make the faith their own in the sacramental act of
Confirmation. This sacramental act is also accompanied by the laying
on of hands by the Bishop who prays for the strength and power and
gifts of the Holy Spirit for the work of ministry.
Reaffirmation is the prayerful act of reaffirming what we have already
professed in our Baptism and Confirmation. This is appropriate for
people who have moved away from active church membership and who
have now returned to active participation in the church community. It is
a way of saying “Yes, I want to be a member of this family of God. I
want to serve Jesus.”
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Growing in Grace - continued
Bishop Gordon Scruton and Rev. Tom Furrer

Reception (Being Received) is the prayerful act in which the Bishop formally receives into the Episcopal Church those who have been Baptized and Confirmed in other Christian denominations. This
is like you just got married and your spouse brings you to Thanksgiving dinner with her extended
family for the first time. The head of the family, grandma or grandpa, gives you a big hug and says
“welcome to the family – you are one of us now”.
So, we hope this isn’t all too confusing. And we really hope that you will join us for the Growing in
Grace course beginning on September 23. Sincerely yours in Christ.

Christian Formation
Opportunities for Spiritual Growth at Trinity
Three Bible study programs will continue into August:
1. Tuesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. through August 21: Reclaiming Jesus
2. Wednesday mornings at 9:30 a.m. through August 29: Exploring the Parables
3. Thursday morning at 10:30 a.m. ongoing: Bible study
(All programs take place in the Bishop Seabury room.)
September will bring additional opportunities for Christian growth:
Trusting that you had a restful and spiritually refreshing summer, we look forward to resuming
our Morning Prayer Service on Wednesdays from 8:00-8:45 a.m. We will begin Wednesday, September 5, and meet in the side chapel. Please join us for a peaceful, centering time of prayer and
worship. All are welcome. The Facilitator will be Rebecca Scruton
Bible Study class will be added in the evenings; time and content are still being discussed.
Growing in Grace, an exploration of our faith for Confirmation, Reception, Reaffirmation and
Renewal of Our Faith at Trinity will begin in September, as a once- a- month course for adults and
teenagers who wish to be Confirmed or Received into the Episcopal Church. We also strongly
suggest that all members of Trinity join us for this course as a way of renewing and reaffirming your
own understanding of your faith. Why? Because we are a community of disciples of Jesus
Christ. We will be more effective disciples if we better understand and practice the Way of Jesus to
which we are called. We will focus on some basic “head knowledge” about the teachings of our faith
and specifically about the Episcopal Church’s way of understanding our Christian faith, but also on
the practical daily matters of prayer to God and service to God’s people.
We will meet once per month – on the third Sunday of each month – immediately after the worship
service. Just grab a cup of coffee and join us in the Seabury room for a one-hour teaching and
discussion time. At the end of each teaching session, (about 30 minutes) we will break up into
smaller groups for discussion and prayer. Teen members will have their own discussion group with
their adult mentors.
The class will be led by Bishop Gordon Scruton and Rev. Tom Furrer, who will take turns teaching
the class. They are both very excited to be teaching this class and we really hope that many of you
will join us in learning more about the Great Adventure of Following and Loving and Serving Jesus
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Christian Formation - continued
Opportunities for Spiritual Growth at Trinity
The classes are focused around the themes in the Baptismal Covenant (page 304-305 in the Book
of Common Prayer). All classes will be held from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. on the Third Sunday of each
month in the Bishop Seabury room.
September 23: I Believe in God The Father, Creator of Heaven and Earth”
Honoring the Creator by honoring Creatures and Creation
October 21: “I believe in The Son”
God’s Work of Redemption in Jesus and in each one of you.

November 18: “ I believe in the Holy Spirit”
The work, gifts, fruit of Holy Spirit in our lives now.
December 16: “I believe in the holy, catholic church”
Church history and Episcopal / Anglican identity within the larger picture.
January 20: “ Apostles teaching ”
How God speaks to us through the Bible.
February 17: “And Fellowship”
How God strengthens our faith and character through the Christian community.
March 17: “Breaking of Bread”
How God connects us to Jesus through the Sacraments.
April 14: “The Prayers”
How God strengthens our faith through personal and community prayers.
May 19: "Proclaim by Word and Example”
How telling others strengthens our willingness to serve and
How serving reinforces our credibility in telling.
June 16: “Seek and Serve Christ in all - love neighbor as self”
Demonstrating he love of Jesus through works of mercy, compassion and justice.
We hope that you will join us for this opportunity to grow deeper in love with Jesus and deeper in
fellowship with your fellow church members.

Upcoming Events - Rose Riley
North-central Region Convocation! Trinity has been asked to be the host parish for the September 15 Convocation of the North-central Region of the Episcopal Church in Connecticut (ECCT).
This event brings together parishes from the entire North central region for a morning of fellowship,
learning and prayer with a good deal of laughter sprinkled in. Mark your calendars and plan to attend. This should be a lively and enlightening event. The Convocation will take place in our parish
hall at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, September 15.
Cathedral Dinner coming on September 24th. Your help and contributions are very necessary,
hams can be added to the freezer at any time. Sign up sheet will be appearing, so lets get
ready. Thanks much, Lynda & Warren Blessing.
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PLEDGE STATUS AS OF June 30, 2018 - Rob heath
Total Annual Pledge
Pledge Budget 1/1 - 6/30
Received Through 6/30
Difference

$80,845
$40,422
$46,377
+$ 5,955

Note

Income/Expense as of June 30, 2018
Income
Expenses

Actual
$60,107
$68,421

Budget
$55,668
$67,969

Nothing transferred from
investments to cover 2018
expenses as of 6/30/18

MORNING PRAYER

BIBLE STUDY - Rebecca Scruton

Trusting that you had a restful and spiritually
refreshing summer, we look forward to resuming
our Morning Prayer Service on Wednesdays from
8:00-8:45 a.m. We
will begin
Wednesday,
September 5, and
meet in the side
chapel. Please join
us for a peaceful,
centering time of
prayer and worship.
All are welcome.
The Facilitator will
be Rebecca Scruton

Bible Study: Thursday
Morning Bible Study will
begin on September 6 at
10:30 a.m. We will meet in
the Seabury Room for a
time of studying the
Scripture, seeking to be led
by the Holy Spirit in our
personal and communal life.
All are welcome. Facilitator: Rebecca
Scruton

BOOK CLUB - Joan Joseph
The next evening book club will be our annual "Planning and Pizza" meeting on
Monday, Sept. 17 at 5:45 p.m. at the home of Joan Joseph. Bring your suggestions and your
calendar as we plan for the coming year of reading. Heads up for October: The One in a Million Boy
by Monica Wood. See you in September!

Ladies luncheon & Book Club - sue decesare
The Ladies Luncheon will start up again in October and the schedule will be in
the September Belfry. The Ladies Luncheon is on the first Tuesday of the
month. All are welcome.
The Morning Book Club will start up again in September. The
morning book club meets the second Monday of the month starting in September and
it will be in the August Belfry. All are welcome. Note: The summer read is a classic
book of the readers choice; to be discussed at the September Meeting.
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august 2018 MINISTRY SCHEDULE - DENISE PATERNOSTRO
Opener

August 5
August 12
August 19
August 26
Denise Paternostro Denise Paternostro Denise Paternostro Denise Paternostro

Celebrant

Rev. Valerie Miller

Rev. Judith Alexis

Rev. Judith Alexis

Eucharistic
Minister

Carol Jones

Joan Joseph

Denise Paternostro Ginger Smith

Lector

Garth Myer

Rose Riley

Judith Shaw

Intercessor

Cheryl Chadsey

Denise Paternostro Kathy Cole

Ushers

Denise Paternostro David & Mary
Michael Kucka
Chellstorp

Denise Paternostro Denise Paternostro

Closer

Rose Riley

Denise Paternostro Rose Riley

Kathy Cole

Rev. Tom Furrer

Ginger Smith
Carol Jones

SUNDAY COUNTERS - KATHY COLE
August 5 - Rose Riley & Connie Harasymiw

August 19 - Leslie Jones & Clark Tomlinson

CLERgY ROTATION -

Rebecca Scruton

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

2

Proper 17

Gordon Scruton

7

Proper 22

Gordon Scruton

9

Proper 18

Judith Alexis

14

Proper 23

Valerie Miller

16

Proper 19

Judith Alexis

21

Proper 24

Judith Alexis

23

Proper 20

Valerie Miller

28

Proper 28

Tom Furrer

november
4

Proper 26

Gordon Scruton

11

Proper 27

Valerie Miller

18

Proper 28

Tom Furrer

25

Proper 29

Judith Alexis

BELFRY DEADLINES FOR 2018 & 2019
SEP Sunday, August 22

OCT Friday, September 24

DEC Wednesday, November 21 JAN Friday, December 21

NOV Monday, October 22
JAN Tuesday, January 22
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Update on sharing a single priest between Grace Newington and Trinity
Rose Riley

On last June 10, your wardens shared with you a request by the diocese that we and Grace
Episcopal in Newington begin a process to consider the possibility of sharing a single priest between
our two parishes with two separate letters of agreement. We wanted to update you on this effort.
Overall, things are moving slowly. The Trinity and Grace wardens have begun preliminary discussions of the issues related to sharing a single priest. We have had the opportunity to meet with the
wardens and priest of two parishes who are currently sharing a single priest. Our vestries will be
meeting together in early August.
So while we are still very much in the discussion stage we wanted you all to know that our efforts on
this project continue.

Music at Trinity - Rose Riley
On Sunday morning July 22, parish member Linda Traue added the beauty of the Celtic Harp to our
Sunday morning worship. This ancient instrument and the voices of our choir members added such
beauty to our service.

Wonder who this is wearing a Trinity T-shirt??? - Rose Riley
The first batch of our Trinity
T-shirts will be available for
parish members who ordered
them on Sunday, July 29. We
will continue to take orders for
the next few weeks from Trinity
members who may not have
had a chance to order earlier.
We will place another order with
the supplier near the end of
August.
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OUTREACH COMMITTEE REPORT – LOCAL/REGIONAL/WORLDWIDE - Marilyn Ford
NIGERIAN SCHOOL CHILDREN COLLECTION: In a recent visit, Bishop Marcus Dogo from the
Diocese of Nigeria told us that there are many orphans in his diocese of Kafanchan that can't go to
school at all because the cost of education for a full school year is $50.00. Several people who
heard him speak asked the Outreach Committee to respond to this need. July 8 through August
26 there will be a giving tree on the Outreach Bulletin Board in the Parish Hall. Parish members can
take a leaf (really an envelope) from the tree and enclose a check payable to TRINITY PARISH with
NIGERIAN SCHOOL CHILDREN'S FUND on the memo line. While $50 will pay for a full year of
school, donations of any amount will be gratefully accepted. Cash donations can also be placed in
the envelope. Parish members will write their name on the envelope and put it in the collection
basket by the bulletin board. If you prefer, envelopes can be placed in the collection plate at church
the following Sunday or dropped off at the church office. Envelopes will also be available at the
back of church. At the end of August, this money will be wired to Bishop Marcus in Nigeria. The
money will be put in the office safe after each Sunday service and deposited in the Outreach
account until it is forwarded to Africa. If you have any questions, please see Marilyn Ford.
“FROM THE 50's TO NOW” - Sal Basile will present a Bistro-Style Concert on Saturday,
September 8 at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall for the benefit of Trinity Church. Come join the fun with
Sal playing guitar and a fun evening of singing and dancing. Hot and cold appetizers, fruit, crackers
and cheese, and punch will be provided. If you have a favorite appetizer recipe, please make it and
bring to share as many of you already do. We are asking for appetizers only (please do not bring
casseroles or salads) because we want to keep these events to bistro food. $10.00 at the door.
CHILI + RICE & BEANS COOK-OFF – September 30 at 5:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall. Please join
us and the community in this event that has taken on “a life of its own” for the last 11 years. For the
second year St. James, Glastonbury is participating with Trinity. The recipes made by the
combined church cooks are so good that they are sometimes asked to repeat the dish the next year,
and this year we have some new cooks along with many of our faithful group that have been
cooking since the beginning. The food is served in 2 oz taster cups so that you can try all the food
and then go back for seconds on your favorites. There are two competitions – a Judged and a
People's Choice for each category. You are urged to vote for the latter. Pay at the door cost is
$10.00 for adults, $3.00 for children (ages 3 to 12), and $25.00 for a family of 5 or more (2 adults
only). The profit goes to an organization in the mission field (local, regional, or worldwide) decided
upon jointly with St. James. Our parishioners have been wonderful in helping the Outreach
Committee provide desserts, water, and soda for this event. A sign-up sheet will be placed on the
table in the back of the church later in August for this purpose, and this year there will be a column
for Corn Bread since that was so popular in Glastonbury last year.
WETHERSFIELD FOOD BANK – The Food Bank is currently in need of the following items: Rice,
Pasta Sauce, Tuna, Canned Soups, Canned Pasta, Canned Chicken, Jelly, Peanut Butter, Snack
Foods. Thank you!
SOUTH PARK INN – Please continue to place donations for this Hartford shelter in the box in the
Parish Hall. Always needed are toothbrushes, toothpaste, lotions, spray deodorant, feminine
hygiene products, diapers, laundry soap, cleaning supplies, towels, pillow cases, twin flat and fitted
sheets.
UPCOMING CALENDAR EVENTS:
September 8 “From the 50's To Now” - Sal Basile Concert – 7:00 p.m. - Parish Hall
September 30 “Chili + Rice & Beans Cook-Off” - 5:00 p.m. - Parish Hall
November 10, “Golden Oldies Concert” - 7:00 p.m. - Sal Basile Concert - Parish Hall
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TRINITY ALTAR FLOWERS
Please consider a donation to Trinity Parish Altar Flowers. We gratefully accept any amount you
choose to give. We suggest a donation of $50.00. With appreciation, Trinity Altar Guild
Make your checks payable to: Trinity Parish. On the check memo line please indicate “Flower Fund”

Please indicate (M) for Memorial or (T) for Living Thanksgiving donation on the line below.
_______________________________________________________________________________
Name(s) _______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
Given by: _______________________________________________________________________
You may deliver your payment in three ways:
1. Mail your check to Trinity Parish, 300 Main Street, Wethersfield, CT 06109
2. Bring you check to the office Tuesday - Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to Noon
3. Include it with you Sunday contribution

Supply clergy - Rebecca Scruton reporting for the committee
Supply Clergy: July 2016 marked the beginning of our new worship paradigm of being led in worship by supply clergy. At that time, we began moving into the uncharted experience of being a ‘God
guided, Lay lead Parish’. Not having our “own priest” was very new to us and in the diocese.
We discovered that we needed to find our own clergy coverage, the list from which to draw being
short and the number of parishes needing supply being numerous. There being approximately 53
Sundays in a year, coverage needed to be found for 106 Sundays plus special services at Christmas and Easter. We have completed two years and are beginning our third year of procuring supply
clergy. We have had Morning Prayer in that past and are able to provide this worship with our lay
leadership. Knowing that the Eucharist is very meaningful to most of our parishioners, we have
worked hard at providing priestly coverage for our main worship services. Over time we have come
to a rhythm of/cycle of several clergy. Each has their own style and brings to us unique ways to
“hear the word of the Lord”, while providing us with the opportunity of having the Eucharist.
These folks coming to us is not a ‘given’. At any time, anyone of them might feel their time with us
has come to an end. We are served by them by their grace and the grace of God.
The schedule is made up for a four-month period. The dates are put forth to our supply clergy and
several others with the request that they fill in the dates that they wish to have or are available.
Hence, each four-month cycle is different…a gift of God.
So dear friends, as you read about our next schedule of clergy coverage, I invite you to pray for
each of our clergy, for us as a parish and for God’s guidance and will to be done in and through us.
Pray for us to be the Parish God needs here in Wethersfield, the greater community and in the
world.
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Trinity Episcopal Church
300 Main Street
Wethersfield, CT 06109
Telephone: 860-529-6825
Www.trinityepiscopalweth.org
OPERATIONS@TRINITYEPISCOPALWETH.ORG

Office Hours
Tue, Wed & Thurs
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

MISSION STATEMENT
Trinity Episcopal Church is an everevolving Christian Community
committed to deepening our
relationship with God by:
Offering worship and education for all
ages.
Caring for and servicing one another
and those beyond our community.
Being open and welcoming.

THE PRAYER FOR PARISH MISSION
Dear and Gracious God, Please send us the people we need in order to become the church You want us to
be, and please send us the people who need us in order to become the people You want them to be. Help us
to respond with love to those You send, making room for them at our table and in our hearts so that together
we can share Your love with our neighbors in need both locally and around the world. We ask this in the
name of Jesus, who met people where they were, loved and cared for them, and invited them into a deeper
relationship with You. Amen.
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