January 20, 2026
Members of the South Cle Elum Town Council met on January 20, 2026, with Mayor DeVere presiding. Present was council members Allenbaugh, Kasowski, McGuire and Sandretto.  Town attorney Slothower was not present.  Sandretto made a motion to excuse council member Ditsworth, which was seconded by Allenbaugh and passed by majority vote.

OATH OF OFFICE:  Oaths of Office were administered by Luanne to Cory McGuire – Council Member for another four-year term.  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   Motion was made by Allenbaugh to approve the agenda as written which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.
PUBLIC COMMENT (5 Minute Limit): ( Andy Sarginson, soon to be owner of 511 Westside Road, asked the council about getting another water hook up on the property if he decides to subdivide.
( Nate and Emily Henderson, owners of 710 Westside Road, also asked about getting a water hook up for their new house they plan to build.  Mayor DeVere replied the same to both as they are considered out-of-town properties, that the Town would investigate it.

PUBLIC HEARING: N/A
IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE: ( COG Meeting Minutes from December 17, 2025 – available for council review.  ( City of Cle Elum Notice of Closed Record Public Hearing – February 10, 2026, regarding amendments to their zoning ordinance.  ( City of Cle Elum Notice of Public Hearing – February 4, 2026, to discuss Hope Source’s proposal to build 41 residential units within six three-story six-plex buildings and one three-story five-plex building, among other facilities.  (  City of Cle Elum Determination of Nonsignificance – stating that there is no probable significant adverse impact on the environment with Hope Source’s proposal.
PEOPLE: N/A    
MINUTES: Minutes from January 6, 2026, meeting were accepted upon motion by Allenbaugh which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote. 
REPORTS: SUPERINTENDENT – Matt reported that he and Brad, from HLA went door-to-door on Madison to answer any questions folks had about the temporary construction easement and it was well received.  Brad will be back again this Thursday to talk with more folks. He also reported that he plowed once, put up weight restriction signs and will be taking a free on-line class tomorrow.
CLERK – Luanne reported that she sent out all W2s and 1099s; the State Auditor’s Office sent out a notification their portal is now open for annual reports.
FIRE CHIEF – Colton emailed his report and said in it that he continues to work on updating the Town’s reporting system; he attended the chief’s meeting and learned the County’s direction going forward includes a transition to digital radios; working on a Forestland Response Agreement with Department of Natural Resources; and, is getting some merchandising put together for the department.
POLICE – No report
ATTORNEY – No report 
PLANNING COMMISSION – Drew reported that they approved the shop plans for 309 7th Street with the stipulation the owner gets a survey done. 
MAYOR – Mayor DeVere reported that he attended the mayor’s lunch in Roslyn last Friday and they discussed combining fire departments and hopes that the neighboring councils can get together to discuss.
COUNCIL – McGuire asked about the VRBO that is still listed and if the Town could send a letter.  Mayor DeVere asked Luanne to have SafeBuilt draft a letter to be sent.  McGuire also commented on the fill brought into a property on Marie Avenue.  Matt offered to get a hold of the owner. Allenbaugh mentioned that 608 Washington has several things parked all over the alley, blocking it.
CLAIMS: Kasowski moved that the claims against the town be allowed, and checks drawn on the Town treasury for the same. The motion was seconded by Allenbaugh and passed by majority vote. 
               

Treasurer Checks 9258 – 9265:     


$  73,585.99



Treasurer Checks 9266 – 9272:


$    2,229.75
EFT to BASYS:




$         30.00
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Higginbotham at 604 Madison – Violation notice was posted on property and mailed on January 15, 2026.
( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Adcox at 608 Washington – Violation notice was handed to the property owner and mailed on January 15, 2026.
( Town-Wide Water Main Replacement Project – Matt reported that the latest estimate is to start digging in early May and that the project is indeed moving forward.
( Building Plans Approval –continue to investigate ways to change the comp plan to include single family and multi-family dwellings as an allowed use in the Downtown Business District.
NEW BUSINESS:  ( Building Plans Approval – Motion was made by Sandretto to accept the recommendation of the planning commission to approve building plans for a new 28’ x 50’ shop at 309 7th Street with the stipulation that a survey be completed, which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.
EXECUTIVE SESSION: N/A
Meeting adjourned at: 7:45
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