August 5, 2025
Members of the South Cle Elum Town Council met on August 5, 2025, with Mayor DeVere presiding. Present was council members Allenbaugh, Kasowski, McGuire and Sandretto.  Town attorney Slothower was not present.  McGuire made a motion to excuse Ditsworth, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   Motion was made by Allenbaugh to approve the agenda as written which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.
PUBLIC COMMENT (3 Minute Limit): Drew Cushing, 713 Garfield, commented on a bus labeled “Blue Angel” parked at 602 Milwaukee with someone possibly living in it.  Mayor DeVere asked Matt to go and find out and to let them know camping is not allowed.  Drew also asked about the Flock Camera and when it would be installed.  Matt reported that he just recently got the locate for it.  Maurel Shintaffer, Town Park Host, asked the Council and Mayor if it would be possible to leave their Fifth-wheel trailer at the park over the winter.  He mentioned that it would be insured, closed down and covered through the winter and then they would be interested in continuing park host duties next year. Mayor DeVere assigned Sandretto and Ditsworth to look into why or why not the Town should allow it.  
PUBLIC HEARING: N/A
IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE: ( Us Bankruptcy Court Case regarding Cle Elum – Mayor DeVere pointed out that the document was available for council review.  ( COG Meeting Minutes from the 6/18/2025 meeting – available for review if wanted.
PEOPLE: N/A
MINUTES: Minutes from July 1, 2025, meeting were accepted upon motion by Allenbaugh which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote. 
REPORTS: SUPERINTENDENT – Matt reported that the wells are producing more water than the Town is using and are running at 180 gallons per minute; he read meters and all are working; he has flushed hydrants and cycled the valves and found them all working; and he and the Mayor had a meeting with HLA regarding the 30% mark of the design and engineering.  HLA mentioned a funding conference in Wenatchee October 7th - 9th which costs $250.  There will be multiple different entities to possibly help with figuring out funding for the project.  HLA will prepare a presentation, which they will give at the conference.  The Mayor volunteered to go and the council unanimously agreed to pay for the conference.
CLERK – Luanne reported that she submitted the Public Works Board Application on 7/10/2025 and requested an exemption from their required Greenhouse Gas Policy, however, they cannot accept that as it is considered a threshold requirement.  There is a resolution to hopefully adopt tonight that can be uploaded to the application until 8/8/2025; Scott’s flip phone finally died, and she has replaced it; and she sent out twelve delinquent notices and all of them were paid.
FIRE CHIEF – Nate reported that pump testing would be done on the Engine tomorrow; MPD director is retiring and there are two applications for his position, one of which will be recommended by the Trauma Council; there have been two applications for volunteer positions on the department; and, he asked council to review the interlocal agreement with District 7 and hopefully discuss and vote on it at the next meeting. 
POLICE – Chief Deputy, Ben Kokjer reported that there have been 158 calls so far this year and he projected to end the year at around 240 calls; the department is busy getting ready for the Ellensburg Fair and Rodeo coming up later this month.
ATTORNEY – No report
PLANNING COMMISSION – No report
MAYOR – Mayor DeVere reported that he met with the Public Facilities Committee regarding the future Rec Center; he feels the Town Wide Water Main Replacement Project is staying on schedule and progressing nicely after meeting with HLA.
COUNCIL – McGuire reported that he has concerns about short term rentals in town and cars parking in dry, tall grass.  Mayor DeVere asked Luanne to email Jeff and ask him how to proceed.  Sandretto reported that she met with Ditsworth about the garbage near Garfield and Milwaukee but has not heard back from people.  Allenbaugh inquired about the Ellensburg swimming pool and whether it was still open with the news of it having a deteriorating roof.
CLAIMS: Kasowski moved that the claims against the town be allowed, and checks drawn on the Town treasury for the same. The motion was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote. 
Treasurer Checks 9038 – 9047:     


$112,051.46
EFT to BASYS:




$         30.00
EFT to Merchant Services:



$       335.25

Treasurer Checks 9048 – 9058:


$    6,016.48
EFT to Henderson:




$         89.78
EFT to IRS 941 Tax:




$    3,177.40
EFT to Judge Juris:




$       500.00
EFT to Matt Payroll:




$    4,955.78
EFT to Luanne Payroll:



$    3,755.76
Treasurer Checks 9059 – 9077:


$  23,552.39
EFT to DOR Excise Tax:



$    2,308.54
EFT to Merchant Services:



$       522.35

EFT to US Cellular:




$       190.12
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Higginbotham at 604 Madison – property clean-up is ongoing; committee will be meeting to discuss going forward.
( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Adcox at 608 Washington – property clean-up is ongoing; committee will be meeting to discuss going forward.
( Town-Wide Water Main Replacement Project – Luanne submitted the Public Works Board application in July and will upload the signed resolution regarding the Greenhouse Gas Policy after the meeting.
( Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) – Allenbaugh was not able to call Michelle but will try again before the next meeting and report what she has to say.
NEW BUSINESS: ( Resolution No. 8/05/2025, Declaring Property Surplus – Luanne explained that the old flip phone essentially exploded due to the battery malfunctioning.  Allenbaugh made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 8/05/2025, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.
( Resolution No. 8/05/2025 (2), Greenhouse Gas Reduction Policy – after hearing the necessity of the policy for the Public Works Board Application, McGuire made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 8/05/2025 (2), which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.
EXECUTIVE SESSION: N/A
Meeting adjourned at: 7:40
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