December 3, 2024
Members of the South Cle Elum Town Council met on December 3, 2024, with Mayor DeVere presiding. Present were council members Allenbaugh, Ditsworth, Kasowski, McGuire and Sandretto.  Town attorney Slothower was not present. 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   Motion was made by Allenbaugh to approve the agenda as written which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote. 
PUBLIC COMMENT (3 Minute Limit): Pat Garris, 618 Cleveland said that she appreciates the Town’s website and mentioned interest in starting a community garden on the back side of the park.  Matt said his concern is the wells being so close and any fertilizer would potentially cause problems.  Mayor DeVere suggested that she put together an application of sorts and submit plans for the council to look at.
PUBLIC HEARING: ( Water/Sewer Annual Rate Increase – Mayor DeVere opened the public hearing at 7:05 and explained the annual increase is suggested at 10% to cover costs from Cle Elum as the Regional Water system’s lead agency and rising costs of materials.  Wes Willette mentioned that Cle Elum was raising their rates by 3% and asked why the Town was raising the rates more than that.  Pat Garris asked about the 30% water loss and if that was the reason for the increase.  Judi Sandretto asked about the predicament Cle Elum was in with the lawsuit and if that would be a factor in costs.  Josiah Peterson recommended going to ask Cle Elum about their costs increasing.  Jordan Peterson asked why the Town’s water bills are almost double of Cle Elum’s.  Kathryn Webb shared her concern about her bill being almost $200 and that this is too much.  Wes Willett continued with the fact that the costs for Waste Management have gone up by $16 as they are now requiring recycling, plus this increase is a lot.  Pat Garris read from Cle Elum’s website that their 2024 rates were lower than the Town’s and asked if the population between Cle Elum and the Town made a difference.  She suggested requesting a forensic audit.  Vern Ahlf said if there is an increase now, will the Town have a showing of the investment?  He asked if there would be an additional increase for the Town Wide Water Main Project.  After more discussion regarding comments made, Mayor DeVere suggested holding off on passing the ordinance until the Town finds out more from Cle Elum about their rates and increased costs.  He closed the public hearing at 7:30. 
IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE: ( Kittitas County Conservation District Follow-Up – Anna Lael provided the mayor and council a draft petition and letter explaining what the costs would be and what services they would provide.  After reviewing the letter further, Allenbaugh didn’t see an advantage for the Town becoming a member of the Conservation District and Sandretto suggested working with Red Cross.  Chief Deputy Ben Kokjer mentioned that the Sheriff’s Office has resources available as well.  Mayor DeVere asked Luanne to reach out to Ms. Lael and kindly tell her “Thanks but no thanks” for now.
PEOPLE: N/A
MINUTES: Minutes from the November 19, 2024, meeting were accepted upon motion by Kasowski which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote. 
REPORTS: SUPERINTENDENT – Matt reported that he met with Aaron, from Cle Elum and was informed that they are taking the old concrete tank offline, which was approved by DOH; the new water tap for 712 Lincoln is complete, and; Potelco will be finishing up at the park this week as they were delayed by the snow/wind storm.
CLERK – No report
FIRE CHIEF – Nate had Josiah read his report because he was in Texas at a training for work.  He reported that the aid license that he had renewed has arrived and is good for the next two years and certifies that the Town carries a set amount of EMS equipment through the State Department of Health; he is waiting on a reply from the DOH on the EMS grant the Town was awarded; Josiah has been working on some maintenance with the Brush Truck and has a couple small projects to complete with it; Nate thanked Josiah for stepping up and working on the apparatus for the department this year and helping with the Brush Truck and Engine on several occasions; Nate also thanked the council and Luanne for working to provide the department’s 2025 budget to help replace outdated equipment.  Josiah reported that the Town would be providing the Engine for the Christmas parade this coming Saturday.
POLICE – Ben Kokjer reported that he attended a meeting in Easton discussing winter parking and he urged the Town to call with any problems; the department is down four staff members and; the yearly report will be provided in January covering this month.
ATTORNEY – No report
PLANNING COMMISSION – Minutes from the November 21st meeting were shared by the Mayor.
MAYOR – Mayor DeVere reported that at the last COG meeting, the Town was approved to receive up to $1,000,000 for the design and engineering for the Town Wide Water Main Replacement Project.
COUNCIL – Allenbaugh asked Matt how all the cars parked on Washington Avenue would impact snow plowing and Matt said that he is working on sending letters to the vehicle owners and ultimately, some of them may need to be towed; Sandretto asked about the property at 415 Cleveland being in violation of junk in the back yard.  The Mayor asked Luanne to reach out to SafeBuilt and have Michelle come take a look and then send a letter.
CLAIMS: Kasowski moved that the claims against the town be allowed, and checks drawn on the Town treasury for the same. The motion was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote. 
Treasurer Checks 8762 – 8771:  


$    5,472.55
EFT to Henderson Direct Deposit:


$         89.78
EFT to IRS 941 Tax:




$    2,691.34
EFT to Juris Direct Deposit:



$       500.00
EFT to MacKenzie Direct Deposit: 


$    4,690.37

EFT to Osiadacz Direct Deposit: 


$    3,368.02

Treasurer Checks 8772 – 8784:


$  32,795.32

EFT to DOR Excise Tax:



$    2,111.60

EFT to Merchant Services:



$       311.80
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Higginbotham at 604 Madison – remains on the agenda.
( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Adcox at 608 Washington – remains on the agenda.
( Town-Wide Water Main Replacement Project – remains on the agenda.
( Wallace Property Final Plat – on hold until they decide to bond or build.
( Exhibit B of Ordinance No. 651 – the committee is meeting next week and will discuss their recommendations at the next meeting.
NEW BUSINESS: ( Ordinance No. 655 Water / Sewer Rates for 2025 – after the lengthy public hearing, Allenbaugh made a motion to table this ordinance for further consideration, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.  Mayor DeVere asked Luanne to schedule another public hearing for the first meeting in January.
( Ordinance No. 656 Budget Amendment – Mayor DeVere went over the amendment and with little discussion, Allenbaugh made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 656, which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  N/A



Meeting adjourned at: 7:56  
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