January 6, 2026
Members of the South Cle Elum Town Council met on January 6, 2026, with Mayor DeVere presiding. Present was council members Allenbaugh, Ditsworth, Kasowski and Sandretto.  Town attorney Slothower was not present.  Allenbaugh made a motion to excuse council member McGuire, which was seconded by Ditsworth and passed by majority vote.

OATH OF OFFICE:  Oaths of Office were administered by Luanne to both Dave Allenbaugh and Leslie Ditsworth – Council Members for another four-year term.  Cory McGuire was absent and will be administered an oath of office at the next meeting. 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   Motion was made by Allenbaugh to approve the agenda as written which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.
PUBLIC COMMENT (3 Minute Limit): Mayor DeVere suggested that the time limit be increased to 5 minutes going forward.  There were no public comments.
PUBLIC HEARING: N/A
IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE: ( COG Meeting Minutes from November 19, 2025 – available for council review.  ( Yakima Basin Fish & Wildlife Letter – Mayor DeVere briefly read through the letter; there were no comments or questions.
PEOPLE: N/A    
MINUTES: Minutes from December 2, 2025, meeting were accepted upon motion by Allenbaugh which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote. 
REPORTS: SUPERINTENDENT – in Matt’s absence, Luanne reported that he had plowed snow once so far; replaced a broken stop sign at Lincoln and Main; set up the sewer auxiliary pump at the lift station when the recent flooding started and will leave it there until the current snow storm passes; purchased a new sewer camera as the old one is inoperable; and two trees came down at the park and one on South Cle Elum Way from the wind/rain storm a few weeks ago and he has gotten ahold of Wilderness Ridge Tree Service to take care of the downed trees and branches.  The fence at the park was damaged by the two trees and he is waiting to hear back from a contractor to get an estimate for insurance.
CLERK – Luanne reported that she talked with the owner of the rental listed on VRBO and he said after the final scheduled rental it would be taken off, however, Sandretto looked on-line and saw that is still listed; quarterly reports for the fourth quarter of 2025 are complete; and her and Matt had an over the phone meeting with HLA to discuss the watermain replacement project and the final steps in the design and engineering as well as the schedule to advertise for bids in late February/early March.
FIRE CHIEF – Colton reported that he has been meeting with Nate and other local chiefs to prepare him for his position as fire chief; ESO is the new reporting system that the Town will be using; looking into DNR Grants for new radios; and Chief Mills will be bringing over an aid car soon.
POLICE – Darren Higashiyama provided copies of the Sheriff’s 2025 Report to everyone and went over some of the statistics and numbers; he also reported for the Emergency Management Department regarding the Public Assistance Program to help with refunding dollars spent on repairs from storms, wind, flooding, etc.  
ATTORNEY – No report 
PLANNING COMMISSION – No report 
MAYOR – Mayor DeVere reported that COG is requesting two volunteers from the Town to be on the 250 Year Committee to help plan an event for the 4th of July.  Sandretto said she might be interested.
COUNCIL – Sandretto reported that her neighbors on Madison told her they have water pumps in the little creek to use for irrigation and wants to know if that is allowable.  Mayor DeVere said that it is permissible due to it being on their property.  Allenbaugh asked if it would be possible to change the code on the fire hall door because it’s been the same for years.  Ditsworth reported that her husband wanted to say ‘Thank you’ to Luanne and Matt for all their work and that there is a trailer parked at 703 Washington with people most likely living in it.
CLAIMS: Kasowski moved that the claims against the town be allowed, and checks drawn on the Town treasury for the same. The motion was seconded by Allenbaugh and passed by majority vote. 
               

Treasurer Checks 9218 – 9230:     


$  54,287.03
EFT to BASYS:




$         30.00
EFT to Merchant Services:



$       416.75
EFT to USDA Payment:



$  33,344.00
Treasurer Checks 9531 – 9241: 


$    6,190.60

EFT to Nate Payroll:




$         89.78

EFT to IRS 941 Tax:




$    3,177.40

EFT to Juris Payroll:




$       500.00
EFT to Matt Payroll:




$    4,966.28
EFT to Luanne Payroll: 



$    3,757.02
Treasure Checks 9242 – 9251:


$  17,315.12

VOID Check 9252



EFT to DOR Excise Tax:



$   2,104.08
EFT to Dept. of L&I 4th Qrt:



$      655.51

EFT to WA Cares 4th Qrt:



$      218.63
EFT to Employ Sec. 4th Qrt:



$        69.47

EFT to Paid Family & Med. 4th Qrt:


$      248.02

EFT to Merchant Services:



$      396.39
EFT to US Cellular:




$      152.38

Treasurer Checks 9253 – 9257:


$ 14,254.82
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Higginbotham at 604 Madison – once the code is updated, start the process over.
( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Adcox at 608 Washington – once the code is updated, start the process over.
( Town-Wide Water Main Replacement Project – Luanne reported that she received the contract from the Public Works Board and it has been sent to Jeff for his signature first.
( Building Plans Approval –continue to investigate ways to change the comp plan to include single family and multi-family dwellings as an allowed use in the Downtown Business District.
NEW BUSINESS:  ( 2026 Agreement with Town Prosecutor – Ditsworth made a motion to authorize the Mayor to sign the contract as written, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.
( 2026 Agreement with Kittitas County EMS Division – Ditsworth made a motion to authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement as written, which was seconded by Allenbaugh and passed by majority vote.
( Resolution No. 2025-245, ILA with Kittitas County Corrections Center – Allenbaugh made a motion to authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement as written, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.

( Elect Mayor Pro Tem – Mayor DeVere opened nominations and Ditsworth nominated Allenbaugh, which was seconded by Kasowski.  Nominations were closed and Mayor DeVere appointed Allenbaugh to serve as Mayor Pro Tem for the one-year term.  Allenbaugh accepted.   
EXECUTIVE SESSION: N/A
Meeting adjourned at: 7:58
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