DRAFT MINUTES

January 7, 2025
Members of the South Cle Elum Town Council met on January 7, 2025, with Mayor DeVere presiding. Present were council members Allenbaugh, Ditsworth, Kasowski, McGuire and Sandretto.  Town attorney Slothower was not present. 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   Motion was made by Allenbaugh to approve the agenda as written which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote. 
PUBLIC COMMENT (3 Minute Limit): Drew Cushing - 713 Garfield, shared his concerns about parked cars being in the way for snow plowing and stray dogs in town.  Vern Alhf - 502 Fifth, asked about the parking ordinance and the Mayor indicated that the attorney is working on it to mirror the county.
PUBLIC HEARING: Water/Sewer Annual Rate Increase – Mayor DeVere opened the public hearing at 7:02.  Paticia Garris wanted to know the comparison between what was charged per gallon by Cle Elum, versus the Town.  Matt replied that the Town is in a Regional Water System with Cle Elum and the Mayor explained that the Town’s production of water from the wells was low due to breakdowns.  Josiah Peterson asked about what households in Cle Elum were charged compared to what households in Town were charged.  The council replied that we can’t compare between the two and had minimal discussion before the public hearing was closed at 7:12.  
IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE: ( COG minutes from November 20, 2024 – the minutes were provided in the council packet.
( Letter regarding a Community Garden – Mayor DeVere read a letter from Patricia Garris who shared a proposal requesting use of township land and water to be used as a community garden, reasoning behind the request, future plans and appreciation to the council for their consideration.  He then assigned the Water/Sewer committee to look into it and report back at the next meeting.
PEOPLE: ( Gary Berndt and John Belcher, representing the Upper Kittitas County Community Recreation Center Alliance 501(c)3 presented a power point presentation showing where the project is, why the center is needed in the community, the plan for 2025 and asked the Town to sign a letter of support to change RCW 35.57 and an interlocal agreement.
( Ron DiTomaso – 709 Broadway, had questions about the nuisance letter he received about the 5th wheel parked on his property.  The Mayor indicated that the Town has allowed extended time for camping in the past and asked what he was asking for.  The occupant of the trailer explained that he was in the process of building and was renting a place in Cle Elum which became too expensive and that’s when he decided to live in his trailer.  Matt brought up the Town’s need for a park host and both the property owner and the occupant were very interested in finding out more about that possibility.    
MINUTES: Minutes from the December 3, 2024, meeting were accepted upon motion by Allenbaugh which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote. 
REPORTS: SUPERINTENDENT – Matt reported that the Department of Health is approving the Comp Water Plan and needs council approval, to which the Mayor asked for a motion to approve the Water System Plan.  McGuire made a motion to approve the Water System Plan, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.  Matt continued to report that he has plowed twice so far this winter; a treetop at the park blew out and he had Wilderness Ridge remove the rest of the tree due to safety concerns; the fire hydrant at Fifth and Garfield Place was hit and is out of service until parts arrive.
CLERK – No report
FIRE CHIEF – Nate reported that the EMS Grant should be sent to the Town soon and will be around $750; he met with Chief Mills about holding meetings regarding the interlocal agreement and asked Mayor DeVere to call Mayor Lundh to discuss it; he attended a meeting with the training officers to discuss having a joint training schedule going forward; and that he will be in Spokane this weekend to attend a class.
POLICE – Ben Kokjer reported that 280 parking tickets were issued so far this year at Snoqualmie Pass and to expect more; and that the entire annual report would be provided the next time he attended a meeting, but he said there were 286 calls in Town last year.
ATTORNEY – No report
PLANNING COMMISSION – No report
MAYOR – Mayor DeVere asked Luanne to reach out to Senator Murray’s office to inquire about the status of the grant.
COUNCIL – Ditsworth reported that she would be missing a few of the upcoming council meetings.
CLAIMS: Kasowski moved that the claims against the town be allowed, and checks drawn on the Town treasury for the same. The motion was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote. 
Treasurer Checks 8785 - 8796:  


$  43,341.02
EFT to BASYS:




$         30.00
EFT to USDA 2nd Half:



$  33,344.00
Treasurer Checks 8797 – 8806:


$    5,605.11

EFT to Henderson Direct Deposit:


$         89.78

EFT to IRS 941 Tax:




$    2,691.34
EFT to Juris Direct Deposit:



$       500.00
EFT to MacKenzie Direct Deposit: 


$    4,670.34
EFT to Osiadacz Direct Deposit: 


$    3,366.58
Treasurer Checks 8707 – 8815:


$  17,370.09
EFT to DOR Excise Tax:



$    2,040.54
EFT to Dept. L & I 4th Quarter:


$       607.42

EFT to WA Cares Fund 4th Quarter: 


$       200.31

EFT to Employment Sec. 4th Quarter: 

$         63.16

EFT to Paid Family & Med. 4th Quarter: 

$       182.55
EFT to Merchant Services:



$       378.97
Treasurer Checks 8816 – 8821:


$  11,081.92
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Higginbotham at 604 Madison – remains on the agenda.
( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Adcox at 608 Washington – remains on the agenda.
( Town-Wide Water Main Replacement Project – remains on the agenda until the Town hears from Senator Murray about the FY25 Congressionally Directed Spending request submitted on April 4, 2024.
( Wallace Property Final Plat – was not approved and can be taken off the agenda until further notice.
( Exhibit B of Ordinance No. 651 – the committee met and shared their recommendations and will make the corrections and bring to the next meeting for approval.
NEW BUSINESS: ( Ordinance No. 655 Water / Sewer Rates for 2025 – after the follow up public hearing, Kasowski made a motion to adopt Ordinance 655 as written, which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.  Allenbaugh abstained from voting.  
( 2025 Payment Agreement with EMS – Ditsworth made a motion to approve the 1.2% increase which was seconded by Allenbaugh and passed by majority vote.
( Elect Mayor Pro Tem for 2025 – Mayor DeVere opened nominations for mayor pro tem.  Allenbaugh nominated Sandretto, McGuire nominated Allenbaugh and Sandretto nominated McGuire.  After all the nominations, Mayor DeVere appointed Kasowski for the one year term, which he happily accepted.  

( Conditional Use Permits – Luanne said the only current CUP was Muddy Paws located at 520 Washington and after minimal discussion and one comment from Vern Ahlf sharing that they are the best neighbors and had no concerns, Ditsworth made a motion to approve this CUP for another year, which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  N/A



Meeting adjourned at: 8:15
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