March 3, 2026
Members of the South Cle Elum Town Council met on March 03, 2026, with Mayor DeVere presiding. Present was council members Allenbaugh, Ditsworth, Kasowski, McGuire and Sandretto.  Town attorney Slothower was also present.  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   Motion was made by McGuire to approve the agenda as written which was seconded by Allenbaugh and passed by majority vote.
PUBLIC COMMENT (5 Minute Limit): Wes Willette residing at 212 Sixth, Les Nelson residing at 704 Broadway, Harry Nelson residing at 606 Washington, Tim DeHart residing at 603 Washington, Byron Parks residing at 604 Washington, Drew Cushing residing at 713 Garfield, Russ Libby residing at 716 Broadway, James and Karen Adams residing at 603 Madison and Tony Ditsworth residing at 702 Washington together had numerous complaints regarding the Town’s current violation notices for Ian Adcox and Jason Higginbotham. Several of the complaints involved parents not feeling comfortable letting their kids play outside because it is not safe with all the traffic and people in and out of the properties all day and all night long.  There were complaints regarding rats from all the garbage pilled up, people living in trailers parked in the alley and witnessing people driving through stop signs or driving under the influence of drugs or alcohol.  
PUBLIC HEARING: N/A
IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE: N/A
PEOPLE: N/A
MINUTES: Minutes from February 17, 2026, meeting were accepted upon motion by Allenbaugh which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote. 
REPORTS: SUPERINTENDENT – Luanne read Matt’s report in his absence.  He reported that he took an on-line class involving sanitary surveys; has been talking with RoadTech about fixing the corner on South Cle Elum Way which needs to be patched when the weather permits; and he fixed the service line leak on Marie.
CLERK – Luanne reported that Andy Sarginson, new owner of 911 Westside Road, called to thank the mayor and council for the quick response about an additional water hookup for his outside-of-town property; the USDA Report was submitted on 2/23/26; several complaints regarding animal waste throughout Town have been made; and, asked the council and Mayor if they would be interested in having the Washington State Archives center in Ellensburg come and take a look at the Town’s old financial records and minutes.  Jeff said he would investigate the legal aspects of this and would let Luanne know.  Following a brief discussion and Ditsworth recusing herself from the discussion, Allenbaugh made a motion to move forward with the discussion following Jeff’s findings, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.
FIRE CHIEF – Colton reported that the Town has now switched over to First Due for reporting along with Cle Elum; today he spent four hours with WSRB at the station for an evaluation, and at the end reported that the Town will stay at the same rating; the department is in line for surplus rigs from DNR; and, he handed out stickers to everyone and said t-shirts will be arriving soon. 
POLICE – Chief Deputy, Ben Kokjer reported that people who have shared concerns should call and call and call again to report any criminal behavior; on 3/17/26 a K9 unit will be joining the Sheriff’s Department, and two new deputies are currently in training and will be ready in August. 
ATTORNEY – Jeff apologized for missing the last meeting and provided a copy of Title 8 - Health and Safety draft that SafeBuilt put together regarding nuisances and junk vehicles, etc..
PLANNING COMMISSION – Minutes from their 2/19/2026 meeting – Mayor DeVere read through the minutes.
MAYOR – Mayor DeVere reported that he has been involved in preliminary discussions regarding neighboring fire departments somehow combining with District #7 in the form of an annexation or fire authority.
COUNCIL – Ditsworth reported that she listened in on Cle Elum’s special meeting discussing their fire department proposing a levy to join District #7.  McGuire thanked everyone for attending the meeting and voicing their concerns.     
CLAIMS: Kasowski moved that the claims against the town be allowed, and checks drawn on the Town treasury for the same. The motion was seconded by Allenbaugh and passed by majority vote. 
               

Treasurer Checks 9302 - 9312:     


$    6,226.14



EFT to IRS 941 Tax:




$    3,197.88



EFT to Juris Payroll:




$       500.00




EFT to Matt Payroll: 




$    5,132.80




EFT to Luanne Payroll:  



$    3,859.40




Treasurer Checks 9313 – 9323:


$  28,911.61




EFT to DOR Excise Tax:



$    2,276.40



EFT to Merchant Services:



$       466.84



EFT to USCellular:




$       152.36
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Higginbotham at 604 Madison – letter received via email to the Notice of Infraction from Town Prosecutor on 2/20/26 requesting more time.  After minimal discussion, Sandretto made a motion to not grant him more time, which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Adcox at 608 Washington – responded to the Notice of Infraction from Town Prosecutor on 2/18/26 indicating the choice to a mitigation hearing.  ( Town-Wide Water Main Replacement Project – so far there have been 15 contractors that have added their names to the placeholders list for submitting bids which will be opened on 3/5/2026 at 11:00 a.m. ( Building Plans Approval –continue to investigate ways to change the comp plan to include single family and multi-family dwellings as an allowed use in the Downtown Business District.  After discussions with Jeff, the mayor and council decided it would be best to wait until the comp plan update to make the necessary changes and at this time no variance would be granted.  A certified letter was received on 3/2/2026 from Kyle and Kelley Walker, 609 Sixth, requesting that the letter be included in the official public record for any upcoming hearings regarding possible rezoning of the Downtown Business District.
NEW BUSINESS:  ( Ordinance No. 667, Amending Chapter Two, Personnel and Administration – Mayor DeVere read the Ordinance regarding a town index of records, which Ditsworth recused herself from the discussion. Allenbaugh made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 667 as written, which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.  ( Resolution No. 3/3/2026, Public Records Act Policy and Fee Schedule – after a brief discussion, Ditsworth recused herself.  Allenbaugh made a motion to adopt Resolution 3/3/2026 as written, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote. ( Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) Draft Code – Jeff talked with Eli from BHC and both discussed adding a water/sewer element to cover the impact new connections will have on the system.  Mayor DeVere asked Luanne to reach out to the Town engineers to inquire about what other municipalities are doing.
EXECUTIVE SESSION: Mayor DeVere called for an executive session at 8:15. Town Attorney discussed matters relating to agency enforcement actions and potential litigation to which the Town is likely to become, a party, when public knowledge regarding the discussion is likely to result in an adverse legal or financial consequence to the Town – RCW 42.30.110(1)(i).  Town attorney also discussed matters relating to litigation or legal risks of a proposed action that the Town has identified when public discussion of the litigation or legal risks is likely to result in an adverse legal or financial consequence to the Town – RCE 42.30.110(1)(iii) for a total of 20 minutes with no action taken.  Mayor DeVere closed the executive session, and the regular meeting was reconvened at 8:35.
Meeting adjourned at: 8:47
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