November 4, 2025
Members of the South Cle Elum Town Council met on November 4, 2025, with Mayor DeVere presiding. Present was council members Allenbaugh, Ditsworth, Kasowski, McGuire and Sandretto.  Town attorney Slothower was not present.  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   Motion was made by Allenbaugh to approve the agenda as written which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.
PUBLIC COMMENT (3 Minute Limit): N/A
PUBLIC HEARING: 2026 Preliminary Budget – Mayor DeVere opened the public hearing to discuss the 2026 Preliminary Budget.  Included in the preliminary budget are 3%, at most, COLA raises for employees, 13% increase in AWC insurance premiums, $5,000 for tree limb removal and 4% increase in police services.  There were no public comments.  Mayor DeVere closed the public hearing.
IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE: ( AWC Event Flyer – Registration is now open for AWC’s Elected Officials Essentials Workshop on Saturday, December 6th.
PEOPLE: N/A
MINUTES: Minutes from October 21, 2025, meeting were accepted upon motion by Allenbaugh which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote. 
REPORTS: SUPERINTENDENT – Matt reported that he talked to Veolia regarding the water curtailment and they are pulling water out of the river again and thanked everyone for their efforts to conserve water during that time; read meters and all are working; purchased and installed a backup drive on his laptop to save valuable information; and, he will be out the week of November 10th due to surgery.  
CLERK – Luanne reported the she has had several meetings the past couple of weeks with HLA and the Public Works Board (PWB) underwriter trying to finalize the award for the watermain replacement project and will know more after the meeting coming up on Thursday; continues working on the 2026 Budget and will need to include line items for the State Audit next year; and, sent drafts of both the Nuisance Violations code update and Public Records Act Policy to Jeff for review.
FIRE CHIEF – Nate reported that Elk Point will be here tomorrow to look at he Engine and get a quote to him; Cle Elum Fire Chief Ed Mills and he discussed placing one of Cle Elum’s Aid Units here to have better EMS coverage for the Town. Kasowski made a motion to approve placing an Aid Unit in South Cle Elum, which was seconded by Allenbaugh and passed by majority vote; Nate also mentioned that Circular Spring is wanting to work on burning brush using their ‘clean brush trailer’ on the empty lot going up Peoh Point right here in Town and the Mayor and Council agreed that this would be okay; and, the Chief’s position is up and he would not be on the nomination list, however, Colton Kerns and Kaylee Thompson were both nominated and Kasowski made a motion to approve the nominees which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.
POLICE – Chief Deputy Ben Kokjer reported that he will provide an annual report at the next meeting along with the approved contract for police services in 2026 reflecting a 4% increase.
ATTORNEY – No report 
PLANNING COMMISSION – No report 
MAYOR – Mayor DeVere reported that he and Matt attended the Regional Sewer meeting in Cle Elum last week and discussed installing a fourth pump and needing a new holding tank and filter for the system.
COUNCIL – Allenbaugh asked about the wooden sign at the Flagpole Park and why it was moved to block the view of the park; Ditsworth wanted to confirm that the park host was gone, and Matt mentioned that they were gone and hope to be back next year.
CLAIMS: Kasowski moved that the claims against the town be allowed, and checks drawn on the Town treasury for the same. The motion was seconded by Allenbaugh and passed by majority vote. 
               

Treasurer Checks 9161 – 9171:     


$    6,016.48
EFT to Nate for Payroll:



$         89.78
EFT to IRS 941 Tax:




$    3,177.40
EFT to Judge Juris:




$       500.00
EFT to Matt for Payroll:



$    4,962.21

EFT to Luanne for Payroll: 



$    3,756.39
Treasurer Checks 9172 – 9183:


$  17,658.70
EFT to DOR Excise Tax:



$    2,105.93

EFT to Merchant Services:



$       413.84

EFT to US Cellular:




$       152.38
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Higginbotham at 604 Madison – once the code is updated, start the process over.
( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Adcox at 608 Washington – once the code is updated, start the process over.
( Town-Wide Water Main Replacement Project – Luanne explained that the PWB underwriter expressed concern about the Town being able to pay back the loan and HLA has since prepared an amortization spreadsheet showing how the Town could, with rate increases the next three years.  This will be discussed at the upcoming meeting with the underwriter.
( Building Plans Approval – Jeff looked through the code, plus conditional uses, and found that it is not possible to build a house in the current downtown business district zone unless it is rezoned.  Mayor DeVere asked the street committee to investigate this more and report back.
NEW BUSINESS:  ( Examples of Utility Increases for 2026 and beyond – Luanne presented a chart showing a $12 increase for the next three years to cover the loan payments which the council and mayor all approved but asked that I find out from Cle Elum what they will be charging the Town before completing the budget.  Ditsworth asked if the council could approve the increase for all three years.
( Examples of Salary Increases for 2026 – Luanne presented a chart showing 1, 2 and 3% COLA raises for employees, and the mayor asked the personnel committee to discuss this further as he does not agree with just COLA raises. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: N/A
Meeting adjourned at: 7:57
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