October 7, 2025
Members of the South Cle Elum Town Council met on October 7, 2025, with Mayor DeVere presiding. Present was council members Allenbaugh, Ditsworth, Kasowski, McGuire and Sandretto.  Town attorney Slothower was not present.  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   Motion was made by Allenbaugh to approve the agenda as written which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.
PUBLIC COMMENT (3 Minute Limit): N/A
PUBLIC HEARING: N/A
IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE: ( Water Curtailment Effective 10/6/2025 – the Department of Ecology has issued a water right curtailment order in response to extremely low water supply in the Yakima Basin starting October 6, 2025, ending on October 31, 2025, unless conditions change.  
( South Cle Elum Official Notice – Luanne drafted an example of what the notice might say and after some discussion, the Mayor asked her to change it into a door hanger type flyer to be put on everyone’s door by the end of the week.
PEOPLE: ( Kittitas County Public Facilities District Committee, regarding the UKKC Rec Center – Gary Burnt spoke to the council and mayor about continuing discussions to explore development of a Kittitas County Public Facilities District for the purpose of funding recreational facilities.  Following some questions for Mr. Burnt, Allenbaugh made a motion to support partnership discussions, which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.
MINUTES: Minutes from September 16, 2025, meeting were accepted upon motion by Allenbaugh which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote. 
REPORTS: SUPERINTENDENT – Matt reported that the water shortage is real and to get the word out to everyone to conserve water; there is plenty of water in the wells that he will start back up tomorrow that the Town can use; HLA was here to meet regarding the 60% meeting for the design and engineering portion of the watermain replacement project and all is going well and in addition, there was a meeting with HLA and residents who will be affected by their meter placement when the project happens; and, he read meters and all of them are working.
CLERK – Luanne reported that the Third Quarter Taxes have been completed; Town Hall will be closing at noon tomorrow; work has begun on the 2026 Preliminary Budget; and, the Public Works Board Funding Application has been selected for a conditional award totaling $5,480,000 in funding and that the Town placed fifth out of the state according to the Award Matrix.
FIRE CHIEF – Nate reported that Elk Point will be working on the engine’s leaking problem and quoted that the repair would be between $4,000 and $5,000; three firefighters from the department attended the Thorp Community Days with the brush truck and were well received; and, there is no change with the burn ban, but expects it to be lifted in the next few weeks.
POLICE – Chief Deputy Ben Kokjer provided the council and mayor with a report of statistics showing that there have been 198 total calls for service thus far in 2025 with four arrests and 26 written reports.  He also reported that the 2026 budget is currently being discussed and he would like to address this at the next council meeting.
ATTORNEY – No report.
PLANNING COMMISSION – Minutes from the September 18, 2025 – Mayor DeVere read through the minutes welcoming Drew Cushing to the planning commission.
MAYOR – Mayor DeVere reported that he and Matt attended the IACC Conference in Wenatchee this morning and was thankful for the preparedness HLA showed during their presentation of the watermain replacement project in front of the tech team of organization leaders from across the state.
COUNCIL – Allenbaugh reported that he has been reading old minutes and just came across the time South Cle Elum voted to have the new water system put in place, back in 1957; McGuire inquired about the VRBO situation as he has seen activity on Washington Avenue; Ditsworth reported that the park looks amazing and her kids love the new playground equipment; Sandretto reported a complaint she received regarding the home on Garfield with an excessive amount of bunnies and cats.
CLAIMS: Kasowski moved that the claims against the town be allowed, and checks drawn on the Town treasury for the same. The motion was seconded by Allenbaugh and passed by majority vote. 
               

Treasurer Checks 9124 – 9134:     


$    6,016.48
EFT to Nate for Payroll:



$         89.78
EFT to IRS 941 Tax:




$    3,177.40

EFT to Judge Juris:




$       500.00

EFT to Matt for Payroll:



$    4,968.12

EFT to Luanne for Payroll: 



$    3,756.91

Treasurer Checks 9135 – 9151:


$  29,973.55

EFT to DOR Excise Tax:



$    2,364.50

EFT to Dept. L&I 3rd Quarter:


$       767.08

EFT to WA Cares 3rd Quarter:


$       218.62
EFT to Employment Sec. 3rd Quarter:

$         69.47

EFT to Paid Family & Med. 3rd Quarter:

$       248.02
EFT to Merchant Servies:



$       563.19 

EFT to US Cellular:




$       152.26

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Higginbotham at 604 Madison – once the code is updated, start the process over.
( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Adcox at 608 Washington – once the code is updated, start the process over.
( Town-Wide Water Main Replacement Project – moving forward with funding secured!
( Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) – after a short discussion about the particulars within the WUI, Allenbaugh made a motion to adopt the WUI, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.
NEW BUSINESS: ( Adopt Economic Development Interlocal Agreement – waiting for updated agreement from the county to have the Town Attorney look over.

( Ordinance No. 660 relating to Business Licensing – Luanne explained that this was a requirement from the Department of Revenue to increase the business license threshold from $2,000 to $4,000 and add language for an automatic increase to that minimum by inflation every four years thereafter.  Ditsworth made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 660 as written, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote. 
( Leak Adjustment for River Trail Townhomes – Letter from the HOA President – after minimal discussion regarding the account, Allenbaugh made a motion to grant the leak adjustment to the base rate, which was seconded by Ditsworth and passed by majority vote.  
EXECUTIVE SESSION: N/A
Meeting adjourned at: 8:00
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