April 1, 2025
Members of the South Cle Elum Town Council met on April 1, 2025, with Mayor DeVere presiding. Present was council members Allenbaugh, Ditsworth, Kasowski, McGuire and Sandretto.  Town attorney Slothower was also present.  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   Motion was made by Allenbaugh to approve the agenda as written which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.
PUBLIC COMMENT (3 Minute Limit): Michael Carlucci, 617 Lincoln asked who maintains the sidewalk in front of his house and shared concerns about speeding cars in Town.  The council agreed that speeding is a problem and encouraged Carlucci to put up a fold-up sign to catch drivers’ attention and to talk with Matt about the sidewalk.  Drew Cushing, 713 Garfield asked what was going on near his house with all the digging and machinery.  Matt informed him that there are repairs being done to a water line.
PUBLIC HEARING: N/A
IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE: ( City of Cle Elum Notice of Decision regarding Bullfrog Flats Development – the City Council approved the Master Plat, Boundary Line Adjustment and Preliminary Plats for Phases S-1, S-2 and J among other things for the project site located between Bullfrog Road and SR 903.  The project is a phased, mixed-use development.
( City of Cle Elum Notice of Decision regarding Bullfrog Road Apartments – the Cle Elum Hearing Examiner approved, subject to conditions, a proposal for the development of a three-story, 48-unit multifamily residential complex, distributed across two buildings.  The project includes 72 onsite parking spaces to accommodate residents and guests and is located in the General Commercial zoning district.
( Letter from JJ Kukuk requesting permission to place a temporary container on his property during his house remodel – Luanne had spoken to JJ and he said that the container would be at the property as soon as he gets his permit and would be removed no later than mid-July.  McGuire made a motion to approve the temporary container placement, which was seconded by Allenbaugh and passed by majority vote.
PEOPLE: N/A
MINUTES: Minutes from March 18, 2025, meeting were accepted upon motion by McGuire which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote. 
REPORTS: SUPERINTENDENT – Matt reported that he pulled the weight restriction signs due to the warmer weather drying the ground; continues to clean up the lawns at Town Hall and Park; read meters for the first time since October and found one not working and replaced it with a new one and has had a few calls about possible leaks due to bills being high.
CLERK – Luanne reported that she submitted a grant request to Senator Murray on March 20, 2025 and continues to work on the submission to Senator Cantwell; sent the Notice of Petition to the Assessor’s office on March 19, 2025 but has not heard back about the Annexation; the trailer located at the end of Cleveland has been moved and they are not longer interested in becoming Park Hosts; renewed the Town’s SAM registration to be eligible to receive grant money, and; read a proposal from BHC: 
“We would love the Town Council’s permission to plan a joint Council/Planning Commission workshop at the Council’s May 20th meeting.  This would be an opportunity for the Council, the Planning Commission, and members of the community to draft a collaborative Vision Statement for the Town’s Comprehensive Plan Update.  This would mean extending an invitation to Planning Commissioners to attend, appropriate public noticing so the Councilmembers and commissioners alike could discuss the plan during the workshop, and a bit of a campaign to get community folks to attend as well.  BHC can help prepare the content and facilitate the event in-person, but we might need a bit of assistance activating the community and motivating them to attend.

Ultimately, the Vision Statement for South Cle Elum should be something the Council, Planning Commission, and community all feel they have some ownership of.  Having this buy-in will make the rest of the Comprehensive Plan update go more smoothly.”

FIRE CHIEF – Nate reported that the SCBA equipment has been secured, and he is waiting on an invoice before arranging to pick up the equipment; he is also waiting for the next meeting regarding the Auto Aid Agreement; he is teaching a Hazmat class this weekend, and; stressed the importance of safe outdoor burning this spring as folks are cleaning up their yards.
POLICE – Chris Whitsett, Inspector, shared information about the placement of an automatic license plate recognition camera system on South Cle Elum Way.  He mentioned that the purpose is to catch cars on their hit list for stolen vehicles, arrest warrants, Amber/Silver alerts, etc. and the internet connection sends a notification within seconds.  Ditsworth made a motion to give the Sheriff’s Department permission to use the Town’s Right-of-Way to place the Flock Safety Equipment, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.
ATTORNEY – Jeff circled back to Carlucci’s public comment about the sidewalks and read from the municipal code that the adjoined property owner maintains the sidewalk and encouraged him to talk with Matt before removing or fixing it.
PLANNING COMMISSION – Minutes from their March 20, 2025 meeting were shared.
MAYOR – Mayor DeVere and Matt attended the Regional Utility Meeting last week and said that everything is running smoothly; at the COG subcommittee meeting, they discussed the County’s .09 money and would like to offer smaller amounts to worthy projects to have as matching funds and inquired about the Town installing a walking path along South Cle Elum Way to Cle Elum, and; reported that the Town is hosting the Mayor’s Lunch this Friday.
COUNCIL – McGuire asked Luanne for clarification about a Park Host and if the trailer on Broadway has brought in their application.  Luanne said she has not heard from them again.
CLAIMS: Kasowski moved that the claims against the town be allowed, and checks drawn on the Town treasury for the same. The motion was seconded by Allenbaugh and passed by majority vote. 
Treasurer Checks 8902 – 8912:     


$    6,517.96
EFT to Nate Payroll:




$         89.78
EFT to IRS 941 Tax:




$    3,177.40
EFT to Judge Juris:




$       500.00
EFT to Matt Payroll:




$    4,894.56
EFT to Luanne Payroll: 



$    3,708.74
EFT to Puget Sound Energy:



$       425.66

Treasurer Checks 8913 – 8919:


$  19,674.61

EFT to DOR Excise Tax:



$    1,994.17

EFT to L&I 1st Quarter:



$       715.09
EFT to WA Cares 1st Quarter:


$       218.63

EFT to Employment Security 1st Quarter:

$         69.47

EFT to Paid Family & Medical 1st Quarter: 

$       248.02
EFT to US Cellular:




$       139.54
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Higginbotham at 604 Madison – letter from Town Prosecutor was mailed and posted on the property March 19, 2025 requesting ‘Notice of Infraction Response’ and was received on March 27, 2025 with Mitigation selected.  Luanne said someone called requesting one more week as he and three others were helping to get things completed.  The council and mayor all agreed that they have been given enough time, and the prosecutor should proceed with the court.  The Mayor asked Luanne to call the prosecutor tomorrow to let him know.
( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Adcox at 608 Washington – letter from the Town Prosecutor was mailed and posted on the property March 19, 2025 requesting ‘Notice of Infraction Response’.  Luanne reported that they reached out on the website Chat box and were instructed to call the prosecutor.  There was no call made or any other correspondence from them.  The prosecutor talked with Luanne and indicated that he will proceed with the court.
( Town-Wide Water Main Replacement Project – Luanne reported that Senator Murray’s FY26 Congressionally Directed Spending Request was submitted on March 20, 2025.
( Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) – BHC suggested that the Town accept building permit applications for detached ADUs as an “accessory building” subject to development standards of that zone, such as setbacks and lot coverage.  
NEW BUSINESS: ( Building Plans Approval, 403 Lincoln – per a recommendation from the Planning Commission to approve building plans for a new house at 403 Lincoln, Allenbaugh made a motion to approve the plans, which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.
( Annexation of Town Property – Jeff researched the property and said it is surrounded by mixed residential and suggested the Town reach out to BHC for guidance.
EXECUTIVE SESSION: Mayor DeVere called for an executive session at 7:53. The Town Attorney discussed matters relating to agency enforcement actions and potential litigation to which the Town is likely to become, a party, when public knowledge regarding the discussion is likely to result in an adverse legal or financial consequence to the Town – RCW 42.30.110(1)(i).  The Town Attorney also discussed matters relating to litigation or legal risks of a proposed action that the Town has identified when public discussion of the litigation or legal risks is likely to result in an adverse legal or financial consequence to the Town – RCW 42.30.110(1)(iii) for a total of 10 minutes with no action taken.  Mayor DeVere closed the executive session, and the regular meeting was reconvened at 8:18.



Meeting adjourned at: 8:18 
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