August 19, 2025
Members of the South Cle Elum Town Council met on August 19, 2025, with Mayor DeVere presiding. Present was council members Allenbaugh, Ditsworth, Kasowski and Sandretto.  Town attorney Slothower was also present.  Allenbaugh made a motion to excuse McGuire, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   Motion was made by Allenbaugh to approve the agenda as written which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.
PUBLIC COMMENT (3 Minute Limit): Drew Cushing, 713 Garfield, asked about the bus labeled “Blue Angel” parked at 602 Milwaukee. Luanne mentioned that Matt had spoken with the residents, and they are not living in the RV, but remodeling it on their property. 
PUBLIC HEARING: N/A
IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE: ( Letter from Matt Martinson regarding a leak adjustment – Luanne explained that his usage was high, and he had found the leak and fixed it. Allenbaugh made a motion to grant him a leak adjustment to the base rate, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.  ( COG Meeting Minutes from the 7/16/2025 meeting – available for review if wanted.   ( City of Cle Elum Mitigated Determination of Nonsignificance – this is regarding a proposal for 93 lots with a mix of single-family and common wall units developed over six phases located at 1317 E Third Street.  Comments concerning this must be submitted by August 29, 2025.
PEOPLE: Jason Brower, Mountain River Trails President – talked with the Mayor and council about turning MRT around and making the property a good neighbor by becoming compliant and become a thriving part of the community. He answered a few questions and offered to come back to report on the progress being made at the campground.
MINUTES: Minutes from August 5, 2025, meeting were accepted upon motion by Allenbaugh which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote. 
REPORTS: SUPERINTENDENT – In Matt’s absence, Luanne reported that the wells are still producing more water than the Town is using, however, he had to drop it down to 160 gallons per minute and mentioned the electricity bill increased significantly, making it questionable whether it is worth it for the Town to continue running the wells; the playground equipment will be installed this week, with the playground mulch being delivered late Thursday afternoon and spread out Friday morning if anyone is interested in bringing a rake to help out; and, Jack Best, from HLA, signed the Town up for the IACC conference in October. 
CLERK – Luanne reported that the County Lodging Tax Advisory Committee reached out to her and would be present at the September 16th meeting to discuss a $200,000 grant and would like the council to come up with a few ideas; electricity for the wells for June and July was over $4,000 and there was only $2,500 in the budget for the year; and, the park host inquired about an answer regarding leaving his Fifth Wheel there over the winter.  After some discussion about the pros and cons of it, Ditsworth made a motion to keep the position seasonal, ending on October 1st, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.  Mayor DeVere asked Luanne to let him know.
FIRE CHIEF – Nate reported that pump testing on the Engine did not happen due to the inspector finding a few problems with the engine, he will have Elk Point come do an assessment and, he had an orientation with a new member that will be good to answer calls next week after finishing up some paperwork.  
POLICE – No report
ATTORNEY – Jeff reported on the code changes needed for nuisance violations and asked the council to revisit the examples he shared, he and Luanne will reach out to BHC to inquire about them putting together a scope of work to help with this and incorporate it with the 2026 Comp Plan Update; the parking ordinance is a challenge and he continues to work on it 
PLANNING COMMISSION – No report
MAYOR – Mayor DeVere expressed his thanks and appreciation for all the fire fighters involved with the nearby fire that started yesterday.
COUNCIL – Allenbaugh reported that he and Kasowski did not meet because he was out of Town; Ditsworth reported that she and Sandretto met to discuss code enforcement and found that a good route to go would be to give folks three months to become compliant and if they don’t, then start the fining process as described in the code.  They also discussed garbage throughout Town and talked with Waste Management about starting a contract with them, requiring all residents to have a garbage can.  There was some discussion with the attorney about this and ultimately, the Mayor asked Ditsworth if she would reach out to the gentleman at Waste Management that she talked with and ask him to attend one of the next meetings to answer any questions.
CLAIMS: Kasowski moved that the claims against the town be allowed, and checks drawn on the Town treasury for the same. The motion was seconded by Allenbaugh and passed by majority vote. 
Treasurer Checks 9038 – 9047:     


$  91,886.51
EFT to BASYS:




$         30.00
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Higginbotham at 604 Madison – the committee met and decided the code needs to be rewritten, like the attorney mentioned.
( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Adcox at 608 Washington – the committee met and decided the code needs to be rewritten, like the attorney mentioned.
( Town-Wide Water Main Replacement Project – Allenbaugh asked the attorney if the Town could do a levy for the money and Jeff said it would be a bond and that could be very involved.
( Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) – Allenbaugh talked to Michelle, and she said the Town would need to adopt certain sections through an ordinance.  Mayor DeVere asked Luanne to reach out to Michelle and ask her to come to a meeting and explain more in detail about what the Town should do.
NEW BUSINESS: ( Interlocal Agreement for Mutual Aid with Fire District #7 – Mayor DeVere asked Nate if the agreement was a good idea for the Town and Nate assured him and the council that it wouldn’t cost the Town anything and was a good idea.  Ditsworth made a motion to have the Mayor sign the agreement, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.
EXECUTIVE SESSION: N/A
Meeting adjourned at: 8:16
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