May 19, 2026
Members of the South Cle Elum Town Council met on May 19, 2026, with Mayor DeVere presiding. Present was council members Allenbaugh, McGuire and Sandretto.  Town attorney Slothower was also present.  Allenbaugh made a motion to excuse Ditsworth and Kasowski, which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.   

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   Motion was made by McGuire to approve the agenda as written which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.
PUBLIC COMMENT (5 Minute Limit): Grant, a gentleman interested in a lot at Main and Milwaukee to build a single-family residence asked about a possible re-zone to allow this in the Historic Depot Commercial District.  Jeff replied that the Town is currently in the process of updating the Comprehensive Plan and this will be discussed, reviewed and adopted later this fall.  
PUBLIC HEARING: N/A
IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE: ( Kittitas County Conference of Governments Minutes – Meeting minutes from their April 15, 2026 meeting was available for review.
PEOPLE: ( Ethan McCrillis, 741 Westside Road – he was unable to make the meeting but had indicated over the phone that he is interested in obtaining an out-of-town water hook-up.  The decision was made to have Luanne get more information as they already have one hook-up at that address.
( Michelle Dickenson, 607 Sixth Street – returning to find out the progress on the Comprehensive Plan to build a single-family residence in the Downtown Business District.
MINUTES: Minutes from May 05, 2026, meeting were accepted upon motion by Allenbaugh which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.  
REPORTS: SUPERINTENDENT – Matt left his report for Luanne to share.  He reported that the watermain replacement project has gotten off to a slow start due to finding multiple different utilities where they weren’t supposed to be, but has picked up this week, making good progress; there have been three main breaks since the start of the project and he was notified that Cle Elum will now be charging the Town for water loss on leaks; and, he has swept up pinecones at the park for the 5th or 6th time and it will be all taken care of and ready for the upcoming holiday weekend.
CLERK – No report
FIRE CHIEF – Colton gave his report to Sandretto to share.  He reported that he is working with the Cle Elum Downtown Association regarding America’s 250th anniversary and has set the date for August 8, 2026 at the new Division Point Coffee & Crepes Shop with a bike ride for kids.
POLICE – No report
ATTORNEY – Jeff reported that he has investigated the proposed 6% utility tax Cle Elum passed through Ordinance No. 1726 and would like to see the original agreement, which Luanne can get to him; talked with Mark Garka regarding his upcoming retirement and Mark said he is looking for a replacement and that the Higginbotham nuisance violation cannot be moved into a lien on the property unless the Town abates the nuisance and the court will be responsible for turning him over to collections; and, continues to talk with the County regarding code enforcement along with building permits and they will be sending over a MOU soon for review.
PLANNING COMMISSION – No report
MAYOR – Mayor DeVere reported that he had a health scare last week, but he is fine; he would like to look into annexing the urban growth area west of Marie Avenue along with the water service plan from the county; and, assigned the Public Safety Committee to contact Fire District #7 in regards to merging and going to a vote.
COUNCIL – Sandretto talked with Ben Kokjer at the last meeting and shared concerns about speeding cars on Upper Peoh Point Road and a deputy recently called her to report he had several stops since then. 
CLAIMS: Allenbaugh moved that the claims against the town be allowed, and checks drawn on the Town treasury for the same. The motion was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote. 
               

Treasurer Checks 9392 - 9401:     


$ 22,414.04



EFT to BASYS:




$        30.00
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Higginbotham at 604 Madison – Town Prosecutor reported to Luanne that he has been fined $1,500 for not appearing to court and could be charged with a criminal charge.  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Adcox at 608 Washington – Luanne will reach out the prosecutor and ask about the 45-day progress check.  ( Town-Wide Water Main Replacement Project – Matt covered this in his report.  The first Construction Project Progress Meeting was held on May 14, 2026 with ten people in attendance, either in person or virtually, to discuss progress and look ahead schedule with onsite inspector updates. 
NEW BUSINESS:  ( *Updated* Ordinance No. 669, NFC Northwest, LLC Franchise Agreement – Jeff advised the council to look at this a little further before adopting. ( *Updated* Ordinance No. 670, Ziply Fiber Pacific, LLC Franchise Agreement – Jeff advised the council to look at this a little further before adopting.  ( Violation Notice for Hougardy at 608 Garfield – the notice was mailed and hand delivered on May 12, 2026.  ( Violation Notice for Dan Rush at 402 Washington – the notice was hand delivered on May 12, 2026.  At the property owner’s request after coming into Town Hall, the notice was not mailed.  ( Walking Path from South Cle Elum to Cle Elum – it seems there may be funding available, so the Town will move forward with looking in to this more.
EXECUTIVE SESSION: N/A  
Meeting adjourned at: 7:50
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