TOWN OF SOUTH CLE ELUM

2025 ANNUAL DRINKING WATER REPORT

(As Required by The Washington State Department of Health)

The Town of South Cle Elum is pleased to present the 2025 Annual Water Quality Report. This report provides water quality information in compliance with the Washington State Department of Health Consumer Confidence Report Requirements.
The Town of South Cle Elum receives its water through the Regional Water Treatment Facility just east of the School on State Route 903. The City of Cle Elum and Suncadia also receive their water from the same facility. The Treatment Facility draws its water from the Yakima River just east of the South Cle Elum bridge on the South side of the river, and (8) Wells, 40' deep,  near  the Bullfrog Bridge. Treatment techniques are rapid sand filtration and chlorination.
South Cle Elum and the City of Cle Elum operate a joint distribution system sharing reservoirs and interties connecting the two systems.
The Town of South Cle Elum also has a seasonal water source consisting of two (2) wells in the west portion of the South Cle Elum Firemen’s Park. These wells use chlorine disinfection.

The Town's storage reservoir has a capacity of 200,000 gallons and is located on the hill in the southwest portion of town.

If you have any questions about this report or concerning your water utility, please contact Matt MacKenzie, South Cle Elum Town Hall (509)674-4322. We want our customers to be informed about their water utility. If you want to learn more, please attend any of our regularly scheduled Town Council meetings, they are held on the first and third Tuesdays of every month.                       

South Cle Elum routinely monitors for contaminates in your drinking water according to State and Federal laws. The table below shows the latest results of our monitoring for the past 5 years.
In this table you may find terms and abbreviations that you are not familiar with. To help you better understand these terms we've provided the following definitions.

Non-Detects (ND)- laboratory analysis indicates that the contaminate is not present.
N/A – The Washington State Department of Health has not determined a maximum / minimum level value.
Parts Per Million (ppm) or milligrams per liter (mg/L)
Parts Per Billion (ppb) or micrograms per liter (ug/L)
Milliliter (ml) 0.03 fluid ounces

Maximum Contaminate Level (MCL)- (Mandatory Language) The “Maximum Allowed” (MCL) is the highest level of a contaminate that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology.

Maximum Contaminate Level Goal (MCLG)- (Mandatory Language) The goal is the level of a contaminate in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.
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	SAMPLED FOR
	MCL
	MCLG
	SAMPLE RESULT
	SAMPLE DATE
	VIOLATION

	Chlorine Residual (ppm)
	4.0
	0.4 – 0.8
	 Monthly Avg. 0..77
	Daily
	NO

	Haloacetic Acids(ppb)
Byproduct of chlorination
	60
	N/A
	5.75
	11/1/2025
	NO

	Total Trihalomethanes(ppb)
Byproduct of chlorination
	80
	N/A
	7.43
	11/1/2025
	NO

	Total Organic Carbon
	N/A
	< 4.0
	Annual Avg. . 0.814
	Quarterly
	NO

	Nitrates (ppm)
	10.0
	5.0
	N/D
	7/9/2025
	NO

	Nitrites (ppm)
	1.0
	0.5
	N/D
	7/1/2024
	NO

	Gross Alpha
	N/A
	N/A
	N/D
	7/1/2020
	NO

	Radium 228
	N/A
	N/A
	N/D
	7/1/2020
	NO

	Volitile Organic Compounds

Chloroform (ppb)
	N/A
	0.5
	2.52
	7/8/2019
	NO

	Herbicides / Pesticides
	N/A
	N/A
	N/D
	7/30/2025
	NO

	Iron (ppm)
	0.3
	0.1
	N/D
	7/8/2019
	NO

	Asbestos Fibers
	N/A
	N/A
	N/D
	6/8/2017
	NO

	Lead (ppm)

 10 Residences
	0.015
	N/A
	90th percentile 
0.00110
	7/18/23
	NO

	Copper (ppm)
10 Residences
	1.3
	N/A
	90th Percentile

0.349
	7/18/23
	NO


Copper is a mineral and natural component in soils. In the correct amounts, it is an essential nutrient for humans and plants. In Washington State, most copper in drinking water comes from corrosion of household plumbing. Plumbing sources can include copper pipe and brass fixtures. Copper from plumbing corrosion can accumulate in pipes overnight.
Lead in plumbing was banned in 1985. If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children.  Lead in drinking water usually comes from water supply lines or household plumbing rather than lakes, wells or streams. Lead may be present in your home drinking water if there are lead pipes or brass fixtures in your home or if lead solder was used in your home. To minimize the potential for lead exposure let water run for 30 seconds before using it for drinking or cooking. The Town has no lead water supply lines in our system. 
In 2024 South Cle Elum tested the distribution system for Halocetic Acid and Total Trihalomethanes which are disinfection byproducts, as well as source sampling for Total Organic Carbon.  There were no violations for any of these tests, all results were well below the action level set by the State of Washington Department of Health Division of Drinking Water. There were no violations in the water source sampling conducted at the water treatment facility, test results may be viewed at any time at the Town Hall.
All drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least a small amount of some contaminates. The presence of contaminates does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk. More information about contaminates and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental Protection Agency's Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1.800.426.4791.
MCLs are set at very stringent levels. To understand the possible health effects described for many regulated contaminates, a person would have to drink 2 liters of water every day at the MCL for a lifetime to have a one in a million chance of having the described health effect.
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Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminates in drinking water than the general population. Immuno-compromised people such as people with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, people who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders. 
Some elderly and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by cryptosporidium and other microbiological contaminates are available from the   Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800.426.4791).

Please call our office if you have any questions. Our phone number is (509)674-4322. Our office hours are Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 8:00 a.m.-Noon and 1:00- 4:00 p.m. We, at South Cle Elum, work to provide safe water for every tap. We ask that all our customers help us protect our water sources, which are part of our community, our way of life and our future.
WATER USE EFFICIENCY PLAN UPDATE

The South Cle Elum Comprehensive Water Plan was updated in 2021; this is a process that water systems must complete every six years. Part of the new comp. plan was to establish new water use efficiency goals and measures. South Cle Elum has adopted a new Water Use Efficiency Goal of reducing the average residential water consumption by two (2) gallons per service per day over the next six-year period.
It is anticipated that the reduction in residential use of two gallons per service per day could save approximately 650,000 gallons of water per year over the next six-year period between the South Cle Elum and City of Cle Elum combined system. 
         BACKFLOW PREVENTION DEVICE TESTING
RESIDENTS WITH UNDERGROUND IRRIGATION SYSTEMS, THAT ARE CONNECTED TO THE TOWNS WATER SYSTEM, NEED TO HAVE A BACKFLOW PREVENTION ASSEMBLY 

IN THEIR SYSTEM THAT IS TESTED ANNUALLY.

THE RESULTS OF THE TEST NEED TO BE SENT TO THE TOWN HALL.

South Cle Elum is an equal opportunity provider and employer
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