July 7, 2026
Members of the South Cle Elum Town Council met on July 7, 2026, with Mayor DeVere presiding. Present was council members Ditsworth, McGuire and Sandretto.  Town attorney Slothower was also present.  Ditsworth made a motion to excuse Allenbaugh and Kasowski, which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.   

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   Motion was made by Sandretto to approve the agenda as written which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.
PUBLIC COMMENT (5 Minute Limit): Russ Libby, 716 Broadway, asked the council if he could obtain an out-of-town water hook up at his property located at 1900 Westside Road.  After little discussion, the Mayor and council agreed to grant Mr. Libby a water hook up, with the understanding that there could be additional charges other than just the $5,260 hook up fee.
PUBLIC HEARING: N/A
IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE: ( City of Cle Elum Findings of Fact, Conclusions and Notice of Decision – this is regarding a short plat alteration on Bullfrog Road. ( Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) Comments on the Town’s Comprehensive Plan Draft – the WDFW made suggestions in the Land Use, Capital Facilities, Resilience Element and other sections, which were forwarded on to the Town’s consultants to review. ( Yakima Basin Fish and Wildlife Recovery Board Annual Update – this was available for council review.
PEOPLE: N/A
MINUTES: Minutes from June 16, 2026, meeting were accepted upon motion by Ditsworth which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.  
REPORTS: SUPERINTENDENT – Matt reported that, with approval from Mayor DeVere, he hired on some part time help, his name is Cameron and he has great work ethic; the project is moving along however they ran into some issues with a leak while pressure testing; people are dumping stuff/leaving unwanted items at Lanphere’s storage units so “No Dumping” signs were ordered that will get hung up around the area, and; Washington Avenue has been chip sealed and it looks great.
CLERK – Luanne reported that there is a need to have the second council meeting in July as there is a lot going on in the Town; quarterly taxes have all been prepared and paid, and; Cle Elum mailed a bill for helping out with the main break last month on Gobblers Knob.
FIRE CHIEF – No report
POLICE – Chief Deputy, Ben Kokjer reported that there were 28 incidents reported in the month of June including several speeding tickets and one arrest, and the Fourth of July weekend was busy with 30 infractions, and 60 traffic stops on Sunday the 5th.   
ATTORNEY – Jeff reported that the county is still working on an agreement of sorts for code enforcement and building permits; the recent conditional use permit application had a typo in it referring to a chapter in the municipal code, and; after looking more into the regional agreement with the City of Cle Elum, it seems they can charge the 6% tax.
PLANNING COMMISSION – Meeting minutes from the June 18, 2026 meeting involving plans for a new residence in the Historic Depot Commercial District, which were incomplete, therefore no recommendation was made to the council. 
MAYOR – No report
COUNCIL – Ditsworth reported that the new Division Point Coffee Bar and Crepes restaurant is great and that Kyle Walker has continued to investigate the WAZE traffic app, which appeared to help with the holiday weekend traffic; Sandretto reported that Fury Site Works looked good in the parade on the 4th.
CLAIMS: McGuire moved that the claims against the town be allowed, and checks drawn on the Town treasury for the same. The motion was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote. 
               

Treasurer Checks 9442 - 9452:     


$   6,226.14



EFT to IRS 941 Tax:




$   3,197.88



EFT to Juris Payroll:




$      500.00



EFT to Matt Payroll: 




$   5,118.66



EFT to Luanne Payroll: 



$   3,858.84




Treasurer Checks 9453 – 9469:


$ 640,843.23



EFT to Dept. L&I 2nd Quarter:


$      778.12




EFT to WA Cares 2nd Quarter:


$      222.09




EFT to Employment Sec. 2nd Quarter: 

$       71.42




EFT to Paid Family & Med. 2nd Quarter: 

$     309.07




EFT to Merchant Services:



$     391.26




EFT to T-Mobile Cell Services:


$     137.64
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Higginbotham at 604 Madison – Prosecutor reported that this case is still in the works.  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Adcox at 608 Washington – on going. ( Town-Wide Water Main Replacement Project – Taylor Denny, Director of Construction Operations from HLA addressed concerns and answered questions regarding the shape of alleys and moving material once finished.  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Deloris Hougardy at 608 Garfield – Prosecutor filed with the court. ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Dan Rush at 402 Washington –   Prosecutor filed with the court.   ( Walking Path from South Cle Elum to Cle Elum – Matt reported that TIB may be able to help with this as Cle Elum is also applying for funds for this particular project, including a possible cross walk.
NEW BUSINESS:  ( Ordinance No. 671, Budget Amendment, Luanne went over the amendment to add the Public Works Board grant and loan money for the watermain replacement project and with little discussion, McGuire made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 671, which was seconded by Ditsworth and passed by majority vote.
EXECUTIVE SESSION: N/A  
Meeting adjourned at: 7:53
_____________________________________


                         MAYOR
____________________________________

________________________
                        CLERK





COUNCIL
_____________________________________

________________________
                        COUNCIL





COUNCIL
_____________________________________

________________________
                         COUNCIL





COUNCIL
