May 05, 2026
Members of the South Cle Elum Town Council met on May 05, 2026, with Mayor DeVere presiding. Present was council members Allenbaugh, Ditsworth, McGuire and Sandretto.  Town attorney Slothower was also present.  Allenbaugh made a motion to excuse Kasowski, which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.   

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   Motion was made by Allenbaugh to approve the agenda as written which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.
PUBLIC COMMENT (5 Minute Limit): N/A
PUBLIC HEARING: N/A
IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE: ( Kittitas County Notice of Application – this is regarding Kittitas Solid Waste updating the county-wide solid waste management plan.
PEOPLE: ( Carryn Vande Griend, PSE Local Government Affairs – went through a slideshow of PSE’s Wildfire Risk Management Plan and answered questions. ( Tim & Carris, new tenants in the Depot opening Division Point Coffee Bar and Crepes in June and will eventually be able to host events.
MINUTES: Minutes from April 21, 2026, meeting were accepted upon motion by McGuire which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.  
REPORTS: SUPERINTENDENT – Matt reported that Fury Site Works is here with equipment and pipe and have started pot hole digging for utilities with their Vactor truck; most of the Town rights-of-way have been mowed; park hosts are at the park and it is ready for rentals; the wells will be started next week, and; the virtual meeting with the Department of Ecology today went well and basically asked for the Town to do what we can with water conservation as well as encouraging the public to conserve water.  
CLERK – Luanne reported that she had several correspondences with iWorQ systems about the possibility of them managing the Town’s permits and code enforcement activity; Abby Weber is leaving BHC to work with King County and Eli will be taking on her work load for the Town; Cle Elum notified her that they will be adding a 6% tax on all water/sewer services starting next month per Ordinance #1726, and; two property owners from Seattle contacted her regarding their recent bills showing last month’s payments did not make it even though they were mailed on April 7th and April 9th. One of the envelopes was returned and sent to Town Hall showing that it went to Chillicothe, IL and sent back saying “returned for better address”.  After getting an explanation from the Postmaster that it was clearly the post office’s fault, Luanne explained to the council that both property owners have never been late before and would like permission to waive the late fees they both accrued.  Allenbaugh made a motion for Luanne to waive the late fees for both property owners affected, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.
FIRE CHIEF – Colton reported that the local departments are preparing for wildfire season and that the department has no need for the Ford brush truck and would like to surplus it to Matt for public works use.  The Mayor and council agreed that this would be fine.
POLICE – Chief Deputy Ben Kokjer reported that there were around 30 incidents last month in Town including one arson and one assault and his department has reported that they have made an impact on the speeding issue along South Cle Elum Way with increased patrolling.
ATTORNEY – Jeff reported that he has been in contact with the County regarding code enforcement and they are interested in getting more information; he would look into the 6% tax Cle Elum is proposing, and; the interest in annexing property from Kerry Clark’s Cle Elum property would most likely not be allowable.
PLANNING COMMISSION – No report
MAYOR – Mayor DeVere commented on the Official Kittitas County Zoning Map in the Tribune paper leaving South Cle Elum out.
COUNCIL – Sandretto asked if anyone had ideas for America’s 250th celebration and a kids parade was mentioned; McGuire mentioned that Dan Rush, 402 Washington, needs to be contacted about boats, lawn mowers and other small equipment along the road.  
CLAIMS: Allenbaugh moved that the claims against the town be allowed, and checks drawn on the Town treasury for the same. The motion was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote. 
               

Treasurer Checks 9366 - 9376:     


$   6,226.14



EFT to IRS 941 Tax:




$   3,197.88



EFT to Juris Payroll:




$      500.00




EFT to Matt Payroll: 




$   5,130.45




EFT to Luanne Payroll:  



$   3,857.04




Treasurer Checks 9377 – 9391:


$ 43,526.44




EFT to DOR Excise Tax:



$   2,503.19




EFT to Merchant Services:



$      521.14




EFT to US Cellular:




$      152.33
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Higginbotham at 604 Madison – on-going  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Adcox at 608 Washington – on-going  ( Town-Wide Water Main Replacement Project – pipe and equipment have been staged on the empty lots east of Town Hall and work/digging is starting on Wednesday May 6, 2026 along South Cle Elum Way. 
NEW BUSINESS:  ( *Updated* Ordinance No. 669, NFC Northwest, LLC Franchise Agreement – following explanation from Jeff, Ditsworth made a motion to delay adopting until more facts and information are found concerning the differences in the old verses the updated Ordinance No. 669, which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote. ( *Updated* Ordinance No. 670, Ziply Fiber Pacific, LLC Franchise Agreement – following explanation from Jeff, Ditsworth made a motion to delay adopting until more facts and information are found concerning the differences in the old verses the updated Ordinance No. 669, which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.  ( Violation Notice for Hougardy at 608 Garfield – Luanne reported that she is waiting for SafeBuilt to draft the letter.  ( Walking Path from South Cle Elum to Cle Elum – after a short discussion about the need for this path, Matt said he would reach out to HLA and see if there are any grants available to help fund the project.
EXECUTIVE SESSION: N/A  
Meeting adjourned at: 8:07
_____________________________________


                         MAYOR
____________________________________

________________________
                        CLERK





COUNCIL
_____________________________________

________________________
                        COUNCIL





COUNCIL
_____________________________________

________________________
                         COUNCIL





COUNCIL
