October 21, 2025
Members of the South Cle Elum Town Council met on October 21, 2025, with Mayor DeVere presiding. Present was council members Allenbaugh, Ditsworth, Kasowski, McGuire and Sandretto.  Town attorney Slothower was also present.  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   Motion was made by Allenbaugh to approve the agenda as written which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.
PUBLIC COMMENT (3 Minute Limit): The property owners that submitted building plans explained that they did not realize, nor were they told by anyone, that the property was zoned in the Downtown Business District.  Town attorney will investigate the issue.
PUBLIC HEARING: N/A
IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE: ( COG Meeting Minutes – minutes from COG’s August 20, 2025 and September 17, 2025 meetings were available for review.
PEOPLE: N/A
MINUTES: Minutes from October 7, 2025, meeting were accepted upon motion by Allenbaugh which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote. 
REPORTS: SUPERINTENDENT – In Matt’s absence, Luanne reported that the park and Town Hall have been winterized; he talked with Willy from the water plant about the water curtailment and it sounds like the community is doing well with water conservation, and; he will be installing snow poles soon.  
CLERK – Luanne reported that SafeBuilt will be sending over a draft of the updated code violation sections of the municipal code this week along with information to make changes to the Downtown Business District allowable uses and that her and Matt discussed not having salary increases next year due to the possibility of utility increases because of the watermain replacement project.
FIRE CHIEF – Josiah reported the burn ban was lifted on October 11, 2025 and wanted to remind everyone that we are still not allowed to burn yard waste or construction debris and to please be mindful if burning dry seasoned firewood; Nate is still waiting for an invoice and date from Elk Point to do the work on the Engine and while the work is being done, Chief Mills from the Cle Elum Department indicated that they could spare an engine during that time, and; the annual Boo-Elum / Trunk or Treat is coming up.  
POLICE – No report
ATTORNEY – Jeff reported that the code enforcement updates should be coming from SafeBuilt this week, and; Luanne never heard back from another municipality about their public disclosure request policy, so she will draft one up based off an example from MRSC and have him review it. 
PLANNING COMMISSION – Minutes from the October 16, 2025 – Mayor DeVere asked the council to read through the minutes regarding the building plans that were submitted and denied. 
MAYOR – Mayor DeVere reported that there was a meeting with HLA earlier today to meet the new designer for the watermain replacement project as Jack Best is no longer with HLA.
COUNCIL – McGuire reported that he received a complaint from a citizen concerned with property on Marie Avenue that has large mounds of dirt and a possible road that is being built.
CLAIMS: Kasowski moved that the claims against the town be allowed, and checks drawn on the Town treasury for the same. The motion was seconded by Allenbaugh and passed by majority vote. 
               

Treasurer Checks 9152 – 9160:     


$134,793.14
EFT to BASYS:




$         30.00
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Higginbotham at 604 Madison – once the code is updated, start the process over.
( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Adcox at 608 Washington – once the code is updated, start the process over.
( Town-Wide Water Main Replacement Project – moving forward with funding secured and HLA will be presenting their 90% progress of the design and engineering towards the end of October.
NEW BUSINESS: ( Adopt Economic Development Interlocal Agreement – the Town Attorney looked over the updates and has approved it although Town Hall has not received a copy of the updates yet.
( Building Plans Approval – after discussion from the planning commission meeting minutes, Mayor DeVere asked Jeff to look into it and to advise the Town on what to do going forward.
( Examples of Utility Increases for 2026 and Beyond – Luanne explained that these were just examples of what they could look like and to think about how the Town will pay off the loan portion of the award from the Public Works Board.  Mayor DeVere said that it eventually must happen, and it would be helpful to take a few smaller steps to get there.
EXECUTIVE SESSION: Mayor DeVere called for an executive session at 7:50. Town Attorney discussed matters relating to agency enforcement actions and potential litigation to which the Town is likely to become, a party, when public knowledge regarding the discussion is likely to result in an adverse legal or financial consequence to the Town – RCW 42.30.110(1)(i).  Town attorney also discussed matters relating to litigation or legal risks of a proposed action that the Town has identified when public discussion of the litigation or legal risks is likely to result in an adverse legal or financial consequence to the Town – RCE 42.30.110(1)(iii) for a total of 15 minutes with no action taken.  Mayor DeVere closed the executive session, and the regular meeting was reconvened at 8:05.  
Meeting adjourned at: 8:08
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