September 16, 2025
Members of the South Cle Elum Town Council met on September 16, 2025, with Mayor DeVere presiding. Present was council members Allenbaugh, Kasowski, McGuire and Sandretto.  Town attorney Slothower was also present.  Allenbaugh made a motion to excuse councilmember Ditsworth, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote. 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   Motion was made by Allenbaugh to approve the agenda as written which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.
PUBLIC COMMENT (3 Minute Limit): N/A
PUBLIC HEARING: N/A
IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE: Letter from Lisa Cook, 431 Madison, regarding bus stop shelter In her letter, Lisa responded to a complaint about a bus stop shelter for her kids to wait in while waiting for the bus being in the Town’s right-of-way.  After council discussion, the Mayor asked Luanne to reach out to her indicating that it was in the R-O-W and would be a liability for the Town and that she would need to move it back a few feet into her yard.
PEOPLE: ( Jessica Karraker, County Lodging Tax Advisory Committee – asked the council for feedback regarding small and large capital grant recipients.  She also briefly went over the Kittitas County Tourism Strategic Plan.  
( Commissioner Cory Wright, Rob Ogburn, Bryan Elliot, Jim Wohlpart, Heidi Cerniwey, Kelle Vandenberg and Amy McGuffin, Economic Development Interlocal Agreement Presentation – the team talked with the council and mayor about the economic development in relation to Kittitas County through a power point presentation, handouts and statistics.  After the presentation, it was unanimously decided that the town would support the team.
MINUTES: Minutes from September 2, 2025, meeting were accepted upon motion by Allenbaugh which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote. 
REPORTS: SUPERINTENDENT – Matt reported that the lift station generator is down and there is no longer any support in the USA for Simpower as they have moved to Bangladesh; on Wednesday September 24th there will be a community outreach meeting led by HLA to discuss the watermain replacement project with residents that have meters that must be moved, and; the digital speed limit sign by the baseball fields is not functioning and the company is potentially not in business anymore.
CLERK – Luanne read Ditsworth report in her absence: Ditsworth read through the Economic Development Partnership Interlocal framework and showed her full support; she looked through VRBO and Air BnB.coms and only found one short term rental listed in Town; her and Sandretto will look for any occupied trailers in Town before the next meeting, and; wanted to know how to proceed with the Waste Management discussion.  After a short discussion, the mayor decided that the Town is not ready to take further action at this time regarding a contract with Waste Management. 
FIRE CHIEF – Nate reported that the SCBA masks and packs were tested and are good to go; Elk Point will be here tomorrow to look at the engine and access the leaking problem; the county fire danger level was lowered from Very High to High, however the fire ban is still in effect; box of apples were donated to the department if anyone would like some, and; he received a letter of recognition from Tony Distsworth and wanted to express his thanks to him for his work in the community.
POLICE – No report.
ATTORNEY – Jeff reported that he had a meeting with BHC, Michelle from SafeBuilt and Luanne regarding the updates needed to the Town’s code enforcement and BHC said it should not be done along with the Comprehensive Plan Update, and Michelle mentioned that she has done some work on this already and would get that to BHC to review.
PLANNING COMMISSION – No report.  
COUNCIL – No report.
CLAIMS: Kasowski moved that the claims against the town be allowed, and checks drawn on the Town treasury for the same. The motion was seconded by Allenbaugh and passed by majority vote. 
               

Treasurer Checks 9112 – 9123:     


$  51,841.61
EFT to BASYS:




$         30.00
EFT to Merchant Servies:



$       370.24 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Higginbotham at 604 Madison – once the code is updated, start the process over.
( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Adcox at 608 Washington – once the code is updated, start the process over.
( Town-Wide Water Main Replacement Project – continue to wait for funding.
( Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) – SafeBuilt provided the 505.1 Class 2 Ignition-Resistant Construction handout for the council to review.  The mayor asked them to look it over and bring it back to the next meeting for discussion.
NEW BUSINESS: ( Adopt Economic Development Interlocal Agreement – the team that presented earlier in the meeting notified the mayor and council that the agreement was held up with their legal team and needed some tweaking.  Before approval, the Town attorney would like to take a look at it.  
EXECUTIVE SESSION: Mayor DeVere called for an executive session at 8:05. Town Attorney discussed matters relating to agency enforcement actions and potential litigation to which the Town is likely to become, a party, when public knowledge regarding the discussion is likely to result in an adverse legal or financial consequence to the Town – RCW 42.30.110(1)(i).  Town attorney also discussed matters relating to litigation or legal risks of a proposed action that the Town has identified when public discussion of the litigation or legal risks is likely to result in an adverse legal or financial consequence to the Town – RCE 42.30.110(1)(iii) for a total of 10 minutes with no action taken.  Mayor DeVere closed the executive session, and the regular meeting was reconvened at 8:20.

Meeting adjourned at: 8:23
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