February 04, 2025
Members of the South Cle Elum Town Council met on February 04, 2025, with Mayor DeVere presiding. Present were council members Allenbaugh, Kasowski, McGuire and Sandretto.  Town attorney Slothower was not present.  Allenbaugh made a motion to excuse council member Ditsworth, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   Motion was made by Allenbaugh to approve the agenda as written which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote. 
PUBLIC COMMENT (3 Minute Limit): 
PUBLIC HEARING: N/A
IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE: ( Letter regarding a bench at Town Hall for Donna Willette – neighbors, Jason and Greta Ireland, provided a letter and sketch of a bench honoring Mrs. Willette to possible be placed at Town Hall or the park.  After discussing the letter, Sandretto made a motion to move forward with planning the placement of the bench, which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.  Luanne was asked to reach out to the Irelands and let them know. 
( Letter from Randy Schuitema, 502 6th Street – Mr. Schuitema sent an email about temporarily parking a trailer on their property while they remodeled the interior of their house starting the first week of April.  After reading through the email and looking at the trailer, Sandretto made a motion to approve the request, which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.  Luanne was asked to let them know that their request was accepted.
( City of Cle Elum Notice of Application – Mayor DeVere read through the notice about Whole Health Pharmacy requesting a variance to allow a drive-through facility at 200 East First Street.  After minimal discussion, the Mayor asked Luanne to write a letter of support and send it to the Cle Elum Planning Department by the deadline, March 3, 2025.
PEOPLE: N/A
MINUTES: Minutes from January 21, 2025, meeting were accepted upon motion by McGuire which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote. 
REPORTS: SUPERINTENDENT – Matt reported that the damaged hydrant at 5th and Garfield Place has been repaired and is back in service; Department of Health’s approval of the Comp Water Plan has given the Town 146 new water connections, however there are only 33 sewer hookups available.  The Mayor asked Matt to email HLA about what it would take to increase the capacity of the Lift Station
CLERK – Luanne reported Chip Marshall, developer for the Wallace Properties, called and said they would be moving forward with the bond or sewer improvements as there has not been a definitive joint venture as of yet; 700 Garfield owners called and indicated that all of their cars have been moved out of the way for plowing; a stop payment was placed on a check to UScellular sent on January 8, 2025 which has not been delivered and there was a possibility that both cell phones would be turned off if not paid, Auto Pay was set up going forward; the USDA Report, due at the end of February, is almost complete.
FIRE CHIEF – Josiah read Nate’s report which said there was a consolidation meeting on February 3, 2025 to present the potential Fire Department consolidation between South Cle Elum, Cle Elum, Roslyn and District 6 which went very well and covered reasons for the consolidation, potential staffing models, costs/budgeting and benefits; training schedule with Cle Elum, Roslyn and District 6 are now combined; on the first Friday of each month, the local fire and police departments and Medic One will help serve lunches to the students. 
POLICE – Chief Deputy, Ben Kokjer provide copies of the Annual Report and indicated that the overall crime rate is lower and there was a total of 285 calls for the Town.  He asked for any ideas with upcoming traffic problems on summer weekends and how to lessen the impacts on the Town.
ATTORNEY – No report
PLANNING COMMISSION – No report
MAYOR – Mayor DeVere reported that he and Allenbaugh attended the meeting regarding the consolidation among local fire departments and the meetings would continue until a solid plan and product can be put in front of residents.
COUNCIL – McGuire asked Matt how many buildable lots were in town limits to which the Mayor replied around 65-70; Allenbaugh inquired about the trailer on Broadway and Matt said the person staying in the trailer came in and picked up an application for the Park Host position, but hasn’t heard from him since.  Matt will reach out to the owner and ask about the application.
CLAIMS: Kasowski moved that the claims against the town be allowed, and checks drawn on the Town treasury for the same. The motion was seconded by Allenbaugh and passed by majority vote. 
Treasurer Checks 8836 – 8846:     


$    6,517.96
EFT to Henderson Payroll:



$         89.78

EFT to IRS 941 Tax:




$    3,177.40

EFT to Judge Juris:




$       500.00

EFT to MacKenzie Payroll:



$    4,905.31

EFT to Osiadacz Payroll: 



$    3,710.83



Treasurer Checks 8847 – 8858:


$  18,803.14
EFT to DOR Excise Tax:



$    2,645.02
EFT to Merchant Services:



$       340.78

EFT to UScellular:




$       310.63

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Higginbotham at 604 Madison – remains on the agenda.
( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Adcox at 608 Washington – remains on the agenda.
( Town-Wide Water Main Replacement Project – the Mayor has been approved to sign the task order from HLA to start the design and engineering once the funds are secured from the County’s .09 money.
NEW BUSINESS: ( Ordinance No. 657 Code Amendments – Luanne explained that the ordinance was to update wording regarding police coverage and prosecuting services for the Town. Allenbaugh made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 657, which was seconded by Kasowski and passed by majority vote. 
( Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) – Luanne mentioned that she has had three inquiries about ADUs in Town and included the Department of Commerce’s ADU Guidance document in the council packet for review.  Mayor DeVere brough up questions like are they allowed in certain zones, open space and if the town’s population meets the requirements.  He asked Luanne to reach out to BHC to see if they could provide an example of an ordinance that allows ADUs.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  N/A



Meeting adjourned at: 7:50
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