January 21, 2025
MOMENT OF SILENCE: Following the flag salute, Mayor DeVere asked everyone to take a moment of silence for Kittitas County Judge Sparks.

Members of the South Cle Elum Town Council met on January 21, 2025, with Mayor DeVere presiding. Present were council members Allenbaugh, Kasowski, McGuire and Sandretto.  Town attorney Slothower was not present.  Allenbaugh made a motion to excuse council member Ditsworth, which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   Motion was made by McGuire to approve the agenda as written which was seconded by Allenbaugh and passed by majority vote. 
PUBLIC COMMENT (3 Minute Limit): Randy Schuitema, 502 6th Street submitted plans for a kitchen and electrical remodel in his home and asked for approval to move into a camp trailer on his empty lot for a few months while the remodel was happening.  Mayor DeVere asked him to submit his request in writing and it would be voted on at the next meeting and indicated that it shouldn’t be a problem.
PUBLIC HEARING: N/A
IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE: ( COG minutes from December 18, 2024 – the minutes were provided in the council packet.
( Letter from Kittitas County Solid Waste Program – the letter was asking for recommendations for changes to the current programs offered by Kittitas County Solid Waste for their 2025-2027 Grant application to obtain funding from the Department of Ecology.  After some discussion, the council agreed that the Town is not required to use any of their programs, so there are no recommendations.  
PEOPLE: N/A
MINUTES: Minutes from January 7, 2025, meeting were accepted upon motion by Allenbaugh which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote. 
REPORTS: SUPERINTENDENT – No report
CLERK – Luanne reported that W-2s were mailed out on 01/15/205; both water meters were paid for at 511 Westside Road and 70 Gobblers Knob but had not yet been hooked up; Allenbaugh, Ditsworth and McGuire are all up for election and need to file with the county between May 5th – May 9th, and; there was an inquiry about the Wallace Property from someone who asked a lot of good questions.
FIRE CHIEF – Nate asked Josiah to read his report which said there was a meeting with the Upper County Chiefs last week that involved a representative from PSE to discuss a training in March including wildfire prevention, powerline safety and electrical safety for the area which is covered by a grant; there is a tentative meeting regarding the proposed idea of an RFA/Consolidation of some of the departments planned for February with mayors and some council members, and; that he attended a Supervising EMS class in Spokane January 11th and 12th.
POLICE – Mayor DeVere read through the highlights of the Annual Report provided by the Sheriff’s Department.  Overall, the council and mayor agree they are doing an excellent job.
ATTORNEY – No report
PLANNING COMMISSION – No report
MAYOR – No report
COUNCIL – Allenbaugh asked about the Wallace Property and the allocated water hook ups, which will be referred to the Town Attorney; he also inquired about the road closure on Monday at the railroad crossing under the bridge with no prior notice.  The Mayor said the railroad owns the property, but should have given at least 24 hour notice about the closure.
CLAIMS: Kasowski moved that the claims against the town be allowed, and checks drawn on the Town treasury for the same. The motion was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote. 
Treasurer Checks 8822 – 8825:     


$    5,073.42
Treasurer Checks 8826 – 8835:


$    5,905.92
EFT to BASYS:




$         30.00
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Higginbotham at 604 Madison – remains on the agenda.
( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Adcox at 608 Washington – remains on the agenda.
( Town-Wide Water Main Replacement Project – Luanne read an email from Margaret Reich who helped write the grant application which said “Senator Murray did advance the project to be funded in the FY25 Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies appropriations bills for $1,340,000.  This bill did not pass out of both chambers of Congress before the start of the new Congress, and I won’t have an update on their movement until March.”
( Exhibit B of Ordinance No. 651 – Luanne covered the few changes that were made and after minimal discussion, Allenbaugh made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 651, Exhibit B as written, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.
NEW BUSINESS: ( Renew Agreement for Prosecuting Services – Mayor DeVere read through the agreement between the Town and Mark Garka mentioning that the agreement would commence on February 1, 2025 and run through December 31, 2025.  Allenbaugh made a motion to approve the Agreement for Prosecuting Services, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote. 
( Resolution 01/21/2025 Adopting the Water System Plan – Luanne explained that this was already voted on, but it needed to be in resolution form.  Allenbaugh made a motion to approve Resolution 01/21/2025, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.
( Approving HLA Task Order No. 2025-01 – Jack Best, EIT from HLA Engineering joined virtually to answer any questions about the task order.  There were a few questions and Jack explained that they had presented two different bid packages if needed.  After more discussion, Kasowski made a motion to approve Task Order 2025-01 and authorize the Mayor to sign the Task Order conditioned on receiving Kittitas County .09 funding for reimbursement of design costs, which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.    

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  N/A



Meeting adjourned at: 7:48
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