June 17, 2025
Members of the South Cle Elum Town Council met on June 17, 2025, with Mayor DeVere presiding. Present was council members Allenbaugh, Ditsworth, Kasowski, McGuire and Sandretto.  Town attorney Slothower was not present.  Allenbaugh made a motion to excuse Sandretto, which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   Motion was made by Allenbaugh to approve the agenda as written which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.
PUBLIC COMMENT (3 Minute Limit): Drew Cushing, 713 Garfield said the park looked nice and asked what the duties were for the park host as he has noticed people there after dusk and some with dogs.  
PUBLIC HEARING: Six-Year Street Plan – Mayor DeVere opened the public hearing for discussion on the Six-Year Street Plan at 7:02. Drew Cushing asked if the plan would be addressing potholes or parking.  Council member Ditsworth read through the plan and after minimal discussion, Mayor DeVere closed the public hearing.
IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE: ( Yakima Basin Fish & Wildlife Recovery Board Annual Update – the documents were available for review.  ( COG Meeting Minutes from May 21,2025 – these were also available for review.
PEOPLE: Chief Deputy, Emergency Management Coordinator, Darren Higashiyama – Darren briefly explained the Kittitas County Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan (CEMP) and shared a thumb drive with Luanne to have a copy of the massive document.  He indicated that the plan meets all standards and includes the Department of Transportation, Public Works and Mutual Aid Agreements between the fire departments throughout the county to name a few topics.  Paula Halama – Paula spoke with Luanne about 505 6th Street, the small lot behind Town Hall, but did not show up to the meeting as she has changed her mind about buying the property.  Fire Marshal, Dan Young – touched on the Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) and answered questions explaining that there was a lot of different components to it.  Mayor DeVere asked Luanne to put on the agenda for the next meeting under Unfinished Business.
MINUTES: Minutes from June 03, 2025, meeting were accepted upon motion by Allenbaugh which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote. 
REPORTS: SUPERINTENDENT – Matt asked Luanne to read his report in his absence.  He reported that at 7:00 a.m. on Saturday, June 14th an 8-inch water main next to Gobblers Knob blew out and the Roslyn crew along with the Vactor truck from Cle Elum helped until nearly 6:00 p.m.; lift station pumps got stuck on Friday evening due to the radar eye having a glitch causing the pumps to stay on but has since been resolved; and, the wells are producing 180 gallons per minute, any more than that will start pushing air into the system.
CLERK – Luanne reported the Town was awarded the $5,000 Micro Grant for new playground equipment and provided a quote from Summit Supply Corporation for $4,626.16 to which Ditsworth made a motion to approve, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote; spoke with Jack Best from HLA about helping with the Public Works Board Application to finish up some tough  essay questions and tables; BHC has written up a draft of Chapter 2.50 regarding the planning commission and needs to be reviewed before passing by Ordinance; and, Town Hall will be closed on Thursday, June 19th for Juneteenth. 
FIRE CHIEF – Nate reported that he would be on light duty for the next month or so due to a knee injury and that a burn ban has not been set for the county, but there is a meeting tomorrow for discussion about when it will most likely be set. 
POLICE – No report
ATTORNEY – No report
PLANNING COMMISSION – Interest from Erin Egan, 804 Broadway, who was present at the meeting and told the council and mayor that she has lived here since 2018 and would like to be more involved.
MAYOR – No report 
COUNCIL – Ditsworth asked about the Wallace Property and if there was an end date to their plans thus far; Allenbaugh asked about the manufactured house that is going in at 710 Lincoln and McGuire responded that he will be doing some work for the property owner soon to get things moving along; Allenbaugh mentioned that he thinks the Roberson’s should be involved with the Town’s decision on what the future holds for the sewer lagoon property and that the Town is not included in the Chamber of Commerce visitor guide and wants to know why.
CLAIMS: Kasowski moved that the claims against the town be allowed, and checks drawn on the Town treasury for the same. The motion was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote. 
Treasurer Checks 8999 – 9014:     


$144,484.50
EFT to BASYS:




$         30.00
EFT to Merchant Services:



$       488.27
EFT to USDA June Payment:



$  33,344.00
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Higginbotham at 604 Madison – property clean-up is ongoing; Jeff reached out to the prosecutor and will report on that at the next meeting regarding the fine that was issued and the process behind the decision.
( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Adcox at 608 Washington – property clean-up is ongoing.
( Town-Wide Water Main Replacement Project – stakes are placed around town showing right-of-ways and is part of the design and engineering that HLA is doing.
(  Reducing the current 25 mph speed limit – Ditsworth and Sandretto from the Street Committee asked if there was really a need for it after considering things like time, cost and enforcement.  There was a consensus among the council and mayor that this would be kept in mind, but not a continued topic to discuss at this time.
NEW BUSINESS: ( Resolution 6/17/2025 to adopt the Six-Year Steet Plan – after minimal discussion, Allenbaugh made a motion to adopt Resolution 6/17/2025, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.
( Approval to adopt the Kittitas County CEMP – Ditsworth made a motion to adopt the County’s CEMP, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.
( Approval to appoint Erin to the Planning Commission – Mayor DeVere appointed Erin Egan to the planning commission and after him showing some interest, Mayor DeVere appointed Drew Cushing to the planning commission as well.   
EXECUTIVE SESSION: N/A
Meeting adjourned at: 8:04
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